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recognise phenomena, and the actual instincts and appetites of the people. 1
do flot deny that we have abundant proof of the depravity of human nature, but
I hold that the mark of the Divine image in which man ivas made is more
deeply impressed upon imr than the mark of the beast, and that human nature
does flot naturally and instinctively prefer what is grass and vicious ta wvhat is
pure and holy. And I do flot understand it when I arn told that amusements
must be giveni up or Christianity must be lost. I cani understand the love for
good music and singing, even wheni foiind in a Jesuit Church. I can under-
stand the love for the drama. It is natural, and ta many, if flot to most minds,
it is just another vicev of truc, deep) poetic sentiment. A dramatie representa-
tion offers satisfaction ta a taste ivhich in its owvn nature is pcrfectly pure, and
which niit be made a mnost important agent in pramoting the %vork of popular
education. What mighit we not have ; whiat might wve flot hope for if the stage
were pure, and powerful by reason of its purity. Two great and strang voices
sounding out uipon the ears of the peoplc-tragedy and comedy ; tragedy
exciting toward the attaini-ent of the highest virtues, and warning against the
hollow attractions of evil; provoking tender emnotions, kindling the sympathy
until it glows, and breaks out, a passion of lave, and bracing the man to play a
noble part in the drama of life; and comiedy, holding up ta Iaughther and
ridicule and scorn the vices and follies of the people-if that wvere donc society
would be the better for it. But the stage is impure, you say, and vicious. I
know it is ; and I know that it ought flot ta be. If 1 were ta take up a fiddle
to play, 1 should.bring nothing but discordant noises out of it, but that would
be no fault in the fiddie, but in my lack of skill. The stage is impure ? no won-
der-for we have handed it over ta the devil. Tirne was when the Church lused
it; made great and powerful appeals to, the people by means of it; the scenes
of Scripture moved before their eyes, just like the Ammargau passion play
which is stili so popuilar-but the Chîurch cbanged hier mind and attitude-took
ta, uttering condemnation on aIl but the most insipid kinds of recreatioiî-with-
drew ail sympathy from the stage, and shut its doors against all actors;
condemned, abused, denounced the theatre in sermons, and counicils, and
platform. speeches, and tracts. The Church bias refused ta extend towards these
who live by the drama that love which alone gives infinite meaning ta the
cross of Christ ; hias refused ta extend that sympathy wbich is the heart of the
Gospel of peace. It is well ta be alive ta the evils that Iurk, or unblushingly
lauigh, in aur popular methods of recreation. Corruptions do exist in themn.
What shaîl we do thenP put the good and the evil, the natural and the unnatural,
the necessary and the unnecessary away together? No. You need flot try,
for you cannat succeed ; but put the evil away and cleave ta wvhatever is good.
The theatre hias been handed over ta corrupt audiences, wvbo have demaîîdcd
corrupt piays, and the supply lias not been wanting.- And a great force is
allowed ta run ta wastc-that which should do goad is doing evii. Scarch inta
history, and inta hurnanity, and youi iill not find that the drama is in its essence
an evil. But evils have entered into it, and sare wasting plagues; face the evils
and put them, away; create a sounid, hiealthy, popular sentiment that will frown
them down, and give to the people a sound and heaithy recreation. Harci,
stern, unsiniling Puritanism, witl its stroihg words and strong riglht hand, is
good as a revuision and a rccoil-goad as a protest and a rcvolution-just as
the wild, sweeping storin is good ta break up poisoflous vapours and dirive
malaria away. But men do not live by the storm, it is abnarmal. And we coîîld
not do with Puritanismi for long togethcr; it is not a thing ta live by. But the
Church bias said, you must live by it ; you may play charades, but you must
flot go ta, sec a dramatic representation, homever good and pure it mnay be; you
may skip or jurnp, but dancing is a deadly sin. Why, I remember being told
when a boy, that those who played cricket on eartb, would toss balîs of fire ta
each other in bell. And I believed it, being oniy a boy, and flot over wise at
that-beieved it until it chilled the blood in my veins, and the marrow in iny
bancs. Don't read works of fiction, I was told; they will corrupt you, and kili
you for ever ; read the nice books you wiIl get at the Sunday-school, and wben
you get aIder you cani read John Wesley's sermons. And sa I did, being only
a boy, as I said. There are evil tbings in works of fiction, and a certain class
cf themn are simply doing the work of most dcadly poison. But aIl fiction is nat
an evil. The books of Walter Scott and Cha ries Dickens bave donc marc good
and iasting work for the people, in my opinion, than al the sermons issued
from the press during this nineteenth century. And, if the Church is going ta
do bier right work in the world; is gaing ta send bier sweet influences fartier
abroad in the world; is going ta warîn greater numnbers with the fire of hier
heart, and illuminate the multitudes with the light that shines from good works;
she mult enlarge the limits of bier sympathies; must throw out the circle of bier
life arnd power ; must recognize that the cvil, the disease which is working ivaste
and ruin in the niind and iieart of society is flot functional, but organic; cannot
be cured by simply happing off recreations, but oniy by bringing the grace of
God, the purity of God, the trutb of God ta, heal and sanctify ail the nature
together. Because a thing, good in îtself, bias got pervertcd, Nve must flot put
axvay the thing, but remove the perversion, and put the thing ta its righit use again.
Human nature lias got pervertcd ; bias got twisted into doing evil, b.ut God does
flot wagc war against hiuman nature, and condemn it, but oniy against the wrong
that is in it. Recreations are goad in tbemnseives; they are needful to tlie
satisfaction and deveiapment of aur mental and physical nature. Evils have
entered into them, corruption ; save t/iernj, use theni, by casting the evil out.
Let Religion bie briglit ; let it bie cheerful; let the Chiurch be more buman; let
it bie like a great organ xvith many stops; let it bave its water for the thirsty,
and the shadow of a rock for the weary, and fields for the playful, and cloisters
for those who wauld cantemplate, tears for the sorrowful, and lauglîter for the
glad ; let the Church reveal God as Paul saxv Him when lie spoke of the
"blessed God," or as it sbould read, Ilthe happy, God," bending axer al with a

whole heaven of love, smiîing upon al], and rejoicing in al joy, and then, one
pawerful reason wili be removed Ilwhy people do flot go ta church."

I shall only speak of one other class of nan-churcb-goers.tiose who are
unhelievers. But I inust subdivide thiem ; for ta put theni ail under one
-gerieral head would be wrong. There are first of aIl those Who do flot believe
in the theology of any of the churches-will iîot, because they cannot accept
any of our dogmas.-but believe as firmnly as we do in God, in trutb, in morality,
and, the bindingobligation upon e very man ta think right, and speak right, and
do right They have got ta believe, perhaps, tbat the star>' of Eden is less ta
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be relied upon as the Genesis of the world than the thearies of Darwin; that
Moses wvas flot s0 wise as sanie masters of this age ; tlîat Colenso bias demon-
strated the historical and aritbmetical inaccuracy of the Pentatcuclh ; that
Strauss bias dismissed the "aIld faillihI by xvhich aur fathers livcd and'died ;
that Renan lias given the truc Illife of Jesus"Il; that Huxley bias formulated a
correct biology ; and that Matthew Arnold lias blessed the xvorld of culture with
a new gosp)el of " sxvctîîess and light." And man y of those who bold
these thiîngs are sober, carncst liin an d iomen. Athcists ? No more athcists
thian ),ou are. mnany of them. l'le time lias gonle by îvhcn with reason and
hionesty ive could write atheist under the naines of men îvho do iiot accept the
dogmas lîcld by the cburchcs. We may thiiîk tînt our theology is religion,
but it is flot, aiîy more than the theory of lighit is the suni, or geography is the
carth. 1 anm sure tînt there is a good deai of cc'nceit aniong those ofwîhoin 1 arnspeaking, and a good deai of bigotry too. For the worst kind of bigot is your
free-thiinking bigot. Tfli man wvho is sure that ail orthodoxy is îvrong, and aIlorthodax people fools and blind ; the man xvho will rcad books written to
opposeC aur doctrinies, but viii flot read the answers ta thciîî the man whotlîinks lie bias destroyed ail the facts on xvbiclb the church bias bi't bier life and
houe ; fia bigot so bierce and intolerabie as hie. But there are otiiers who
honestly disbeiievc aur doctrines, anid can find fia streîîgtlî in them, wvlo arc natbigotted nor intolerant. Tbey search ini earth and ocean and sky for the truth
of life and of God. And I for onîe would be careful boxv 1 flung rashî epithetsabout. Thiere ma,' be more truc prayer in the stroke of the geologist's liamnierthan in the nîuttered "lamen"I of a great cangregation. A man's effort ta doright is more honouring ta God thian the carrectest creed in Christendom.
Character is righteausness, and flot doctrines of tue faitli ; and in the judgmentthe question wili be, Wbat bave tlîy works been-what art thou ? and flot,What is thy creed ?

But there are others wbo have hast their hold upon ail tlîings religions-bave drifted away almost unconsciausly in mind aîîd heart, but stili ivent tacburch, until tbe unreal Chîristianity of Christiaiîs broke tue Iink and severed theconnection. There are nany men xvho feel that their actual life is so out ofbarmony with ail the teaclîîngs of tie cburch that they had better bie honest andgive up the clîurch. Said a man ini tliis city the other day, IlMy friend saysgrace at meals thus 'Lard, saîîctify tlîis ta aur use and us ta Thy service.' Toýthe first part I bave fia objection ; but as ta tlîe second, ive couldn't afford thatthe Lard should answer the praycr-our business xvould go frorn us." He isriglit, as 1 cati testify. Sanctificationi ta the service of the- Lard wouhd changethe character and grcatly lesseîî the quantity of thieir busiiness. And manynmore feel like that, aîîd do not clîoosc ta act a lie before the face of the AIL-secing God. Tlîcy are not clîarmced by a rituai, nor dra'vn by eloquence, îîor ledby reasoniiig ; thcy mnust lîve, and xvork ta live ; and the work, iveli-it is notrehigious iii tlic matter of trutli anid uiprighltuess. That tlîey arc kept away isthe fault of thc ciîurclî. Hceroisni, self-dciîial on the. part of Christians-tat is,hoiîcsty in poiitics-thuugh it bc a bar ta promotion ; trut- iii commerce-thtgli it be a syioiyni for pavcrty, îvauld inspire tlîem îvîth reverence for thechîurch vhîicli cati teacli such principles, and lielp) ien'ta achieve such great,lîeroic manhicod. But to sec Ciîristiaîîs joined in the squabblc for bionour, andthe fighit for maiîcy, rcpels tleic ; and thcy say the ciîurch is iîothiîig at ail-iasno facts of lIfe, no princiles of conuiict, or cisc tio poiver ta eiitorce theni; theclrcIî is of no use. 'Fhcy Icave uis, anîd fia woîîder. For if the agc is aîîy-tlîing it is real. Slîams arc dctestcd, if tiot p)ut axvay. 'l'ie iîîpcrativc dcmandis thiat institutionîs be, first of ail, useful. And ta be that thîey must be truc ta-the life of ta-day, and nat simpiy truc ta tradition ; tbey must be of service to,men for the daiiy work of lite. Whîeî Chîristians have brought, or have made ailbonest effort ta briiîg, tiîeir politics and their commierce up ta the requirementsof religion, tlhen the chîurch xvii be recagnised as a great and noble institution;and many whose liearts îîever warin ta hier nowx, and who neyer seek heip frornbier prayers or sermons, wiii in weariness and want throng ta bier altars ta findrest.
To be plain and bonest, I nîean that we must put away that practicalathîeismn wiîich we bave covered xvitl tue robe of religioni and given a place inthe clîurciî. To bc guiity of corruption, of bribery, of jabbery, of mnakiig.false promises ini pohiticai life for the sake of boîiour and powver and place-andyet ta sit in the cîiurch witiî the look of a sainît an the face.-what is thiat ? To.dishîonestly fail in businiess, pay a fewv cenîts in the dollar, get legaliy discharged,and then start again 'vith plen t> of maney-it having been secured sonîewhere,niade over ta the ivife perhaps-vhat is thiat? 'fa he on 'Change during theweck specuiating with otiier pcaple's mnîîey, and autdoiîîg Satai hiniseif iniying-and thien at Conmmuniion on the Sunda>', witli a devout look bendingover a devout book-vhat is that ? I an îîot speaking of momeiitary errors.I thîink yaui know thiat I ani more charitable tiîan i-ost meii iii tiese matters,

perhîaps because I have more need than nîost men. But ta organise iying auîdcorruption, thiat is detestable aîîd dead>'. Offences are anc thîing; but thetheory thiat niakes offences-that is a baser tiiîg ; it is practical athcism, xvhichis the deatlî of Ail hieroism, aIl inanliîîess, ail beaut>', al love, and the blight of*the whioie Christian Ciîurch.
There are iii tue %voiid sane speculative atlîeists-nîen xva ivill give anabsolute denial ta the existence of aîiy God-nicn who have îlot sinipiy rejectcdthe Hebreîv conîception of God, and the Christiani conîception of GoJ, and theMahiainetan idea of God, but who dcîîy ai ideas of God, dcny the ge'zzs God.The>' say :Man is body withotît a soul , earth lias foia îc en, tuiie fia eternity,and hope dies down xvitlî the coming of dcath :'l'lic xvorld is a fartuitous con-course of matter-thcrc is no Cause of manî and lus.life ; îîo Providence 'fTicuniverse is drifting in a vaid mnate, kiîoving flot its whieuîce nir its wvhitherand inan is driftiug ini tue universe 'vith fia powver ta guide aîîd direct himnDeath is the end of ail thîings as it cames to cadli muan; the end of ail sorrawsand jays; tue tears xviici burtît decp furrows on tue cheek the unrequited

beroism, the virtue unrewarded.all have perislîcd-gonc dowvn ta tue eternalsilence. There a few such men in the xvord-but aîîly a fe'., tiîank God. Natmany men dare have a realiziîîg sense of athîeisnî-far nat maiîy men could bear
uip and live under the shadowv and cuill of thiat black claud, wîîiciî lias destruc-tive thunder in it, but no ligbt beyond, not even a star;- and tiot many menwould venture ta work and love before tliose long shadows'that came on, ever>'hour deepening into the inky black of unending night: they wouid lose hcart,
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