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The third session of the third Parliament of Ontario was opened on
Wednesday the 9 th of January, witb the usual ceremonies-and a speech
from the "lTbrone" of extraordinary self-complacency and grammar.
Thus it opens : IlI arn glad to meet you again for the despatch of busi-
ness in connection xvith the Governrnent of the Province, and with the
legisiation wliich the public needs require." Does the Lieut.-Governor
really meet the Legisiative Assernbly Il with the legislation which the
public needs require," or does hie simply indicate the legisiation required in
the intcrests of public peacc and prosperity ?

But passing by the involved sentences-the jubilate notes that break
out here and therc-the Ontario Assembly may be congratulated on its
opening and prospects. There is a surplus in band-an evidence of
watcbful econorny in ail branches of public expenditure-a desire ta
develop the vast resources of the Province, and to legislate for the general
good. The Licut.-Governor aspires to be more than an ornament, and
bas set himself ta the work of making personal acquaintance with the
people in the outlying towns and districts. It is a good example.

The most practical measure foresbadowed in the speech is the one
relating ta the Civil Service. It is flot likely that any violent changes
wiII be made-but as far as they may go they should be radical. Political
patronage is a great evii ; and in the interests of public and private good,
should be abolisbed.

Sir John A. Macdonald met bis friends among the workingmen of
Toronto on the evening of the saine day ta receive an address expres-
sive of their confidence in bis ability, integrity and general faithfulness
ta "lThe Cause," which address was accompanied by a gald watch ta
mark the time wben the Liberal Government shall be turned out of
office, and the Conservatives sliaîl w'alk into office. That was unfortu-
natcly the burden of ahl the speaking-as it is the burden of almast
ail Canadian political speeches. We hear but little of principles, but
little of policies, and mucb of office. Sir John is an able statesman, an
astute politician, divided from party, an honest man, wbo, if bis lot bad
been cast in healthier times, would have done a greater work. If he
has the majarity of workingmnen and otbers an bis side, bie will soan
have the power lie cavets, and with it an appartunity ta inaugurate a
better state of things. But Sir John must let the regulator of bis watch
alone, and try ta run down time.

The lion. IPeter Mitchell bas resigned his seat, and it is said wil
bc re-elected witliout opposition.

'The Speakrship of the Ottawa Flouse of Commaons appears ta,
present saine difficulty. It is vacant The Cabinet is silent about it.
Sa is the Conservative party. Mr. Anglin was unfortunate in his trad-
ing policy, as far as the Government was cancerned. By dint af much
schemning hie wvas let dowvn easily, but it will require more than mere
scheming ta exalt himi again. Notbing but bard ihoad could venture ta
replace a gentleman in the bonourable Position af Speaker ta whom
suspicion and sametbing more lias attached.

The Morning Freman, of St. John, N.B., is trying ta perpetrate a
joke. In a criticism on the first issue of the SPECTATOR, while referring
ta aur demand for religions liberty, it says of the Editor :-"9 lobe free,
be must have the power ta rab the Catbolic Church af the Province af
Quebcc of the praperty it Iwlds in trust for the People, and administers sa
carefully and sojudiciousy." The Morning Freeman is apeculiar paper,
but it is decidedly witty.

The Oka Indian trial bas came ta an end for the present, the
jury nat being able to agree an a verdict-five declaring that they
found it impassible ta convict the Indians on the evidence produced
before tbemn.

A remarkable article appeared in the Mantreal Gazette of Tuesday
last on IlRUSSIA'S POSITION." It declared that the end of the war,
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whatever its issue, would leave Russia in no enviable position. Tbat
Russia bas lost the "lsympathy she might have bad from Governments
or people twelve months ago." That the war bas been less Ilsacred as
ta aim or execution tban mast of the wars of the present century."
That Ilnot religion and philantbropy, but ambition and revenge, were
its chief motives." It calîs the war "a farce;>' says that tbe Russians
bave lost prestige and the Turks bave gained it, &c., and then proceeds
in a higb and migbty way ta ask IlWbat good has it effected ? Has it
bettered, or in any way tended ta better, the condition of the christian
provinces ? Has it done anytbing ta hasten tbe day of good govern-
ment among the Pasbas ? Has it brought the Eastern question any
nearer ta a settlement ? Has it not rather arrested Turkey in tbe patb
of reform in wbich its rulers and his advîsers have entered ? Ilas it
not tended to undo wbatever good was done in that direction ? lias
it flot embittered the mninds of Christians towards Mohammedans ?'"
&c. And then the sapient writer winds up by saying, "land Rnssia's
dlaims for compensation for sacrifices through bier own obstinacy and
pride are not worthy of a moment's hearing. Tbe best thing she can
do now is ta use the lessop that bas been forced on ber by using bier
efforts benceforth ta tbe amelioration of bier own condition, and ta,
leave the cancerns of others in tbe hands in wbich Providence bas
placed them." Now it does seem strange ta find a political writer
asking wbat gaod a war bas done, wbile that war is yet in progress.
Still more strange ta be tald tbat the conqueror bas lost prestige
-that bier dlaims are nat wartb a moment's bearing-wben other
European powers are waiting anxiously ta know wbat those terms
are, acknowledging that Russia bas the right ta dîctate tbe price of
peace s0 long as tbere shahl be no interference with tbeir interests !
Wîll the writer of tbe article indicate ta a humble and enquiring public
what or where is Iltbe path of reformi in wbich Turkey's rulers and bis
advisers bave entered ?" Vv~know wbat promises wvere made, and we
knaw that Russia was one or the pawers pledged ta enforce the fulfil-
ment of those promises, but are ignorant of any reforms accomplished ;
even of the path, that led ta tbat desired end, being entered upon. Most
of tbe warld imsagined that the casus belli was in the fact that Il tbe patli"
bad not been found by Turkey. When we are told whatgood was done
previaus ta the war, we may be able ta say how miucb of it bas been
undone by tbe war. The Turks promised ta abalish slavery, and did
not ; promised. ta rcdress tbe wrongs of the Christian population, and
did not ; promnised many gaod tbings, and did nat one of them. Russia,,
of ail tbe European powers, bas redeemed bier pledge.

The advice the Gazette gives ta Russia is really lofty. She is to,
leave Turkey Ilin the hands in wbicb Providence bas placcd tbem," and
she is recammended ta use bier efforts ta the amelioration of bier own
condition. A glance at recent Russian bistary would tell the writer
tbat Russia bas made mast wanderful progress in that direction, con-
solidating the Empire, develaping internaI resources, encouraging cdu-
cation; and witbout war, or even riot, set ten millions of maIe serfs free.
It may be well enough ta write for a party, ta swear by a party name:
be it in England or in Canada, but polîtical writers shauld be careful.
nat ta put forth statements sa foalish and misleading.

THE WAR.

Austria desires the maintenance af the Treaty of 'Paris ; she alsa
wishes ta prevent Russia from gaining a prepanderating influence;
Austria will neyer renounce bier position as a guaranteeing Power.
Tbe question relative ta, the political autanamy af Bulgaria and other
conditians affecting Austrian interests as a frantier Power, and in fact
the settlement of conditions of peace, cannot be permnittcd witbaut the
participation of Austria. The foregoing declaration bas been coin-
municated by tbe Austrian Ambassador ta the Porte. Lord Derby
made a similar communication ta St. Petersburg on Monday. Neyer-
theless it is believed no previaus understanding exi.,ted between
Austria and England. It is stated that Russia has not yet communi-
cated the termis af peace ta Austria. Notwitbstanding the attitude of
Great Britain and Anstria, it is expected complications will be avoided,
and Russia arrive at an understanding witb tbe Powers.

Tbe Press Association learas that tbe Queen's Speech will express
the opinion that the negotiations now pending will resýult in peace,
Wbile no extra supplies will be demanded, the speech bints pretty strong-
ly tbat they will have ta bc asked for in a very probable contingency.


