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Iu looking abroad upon the morld andi
contemplating the various changes and
improvernents from the past in the physi-
cal conditions of life, we are naturally led
10 inquire about tbe forces and agencies
that have been employed in effecting the
present superior conditions of things, andi
also about the class of mnen who have
proveti themselves equal to the einergen-
cies of distributing those forces and con-
trolling Ibeir energies for aineliorating the
lives of their fellbw men.

Conspicuous amung the contributors fur
these advanced and still advancing ideas
are the engineers;- let their wark lie as it
imay in any one of the special deparînuents
of the chosen pre.fession. It is well for us
ut to day that brilliant mninds have lu the
past devoted their lite work to effcct this
îwlighty change. Are we to be heirs only
i f Ibis heritage, or are we to use it as

being the proper lever in our bands to
effect stîli greater achievemeuts ? if so,

tben we musl put ourselves iu suitable
condition witb aur surroundings, being
tquippeti wîth all available knowledge;-
bringing to bear the experience of the
PaSt for the solution of the problems of
the prescrnt, and bequeathing these as
data for those of the future.

The engineer is in, a position between
the eartb with ils elements, its forces,
antd ils people, lu fiii the barns of tbe
fariner witb plenly, 10 relieve in a measure
the patient ox in bis toil of the furruw,
and the ever serviceable horse tram over
exertions on the roati - to assist workmau
ini ali the avenues of 11fe, by barnessing
the elements for their relief - ta give water
t0 the îhirsty ]and, and bid il deparl trom
that which is submerged, to give ligbt for
darknesçs, heat for cold, la mnake the aflir
near, to bring that whicb is high, down
and la elevate tbat wbich is low. The
engineers duties shoulti fot consist only
of the performance according tu the rule
of certain pieces ot work under pay, but
his whole lite should be one af continueti
carefui observation, bo be as sagacious in
the various lines of bis profession as the
ilidian or the hunIer, or trapper becomes
in wnrAQ -fv - esides bis skill anid

thoroughly, see wliat is required to make
themi good, what différent modes of un-
provernent may be adopted witb feasibility,
look up hbis or beds containing grave1 or

quarries, ini wbich to crush stone andi
are easily accessible with which Lo su~rface
thein alter proper drainage andti urnpiklng.
Are the well waters impure? Seek first

the cause, then, if possible, the cure ; or

if a supply of better quality càunot be

secured by soute of the rnetbods usuially
emnployed, construct waterworks. Does
sickness prevail in a neighborhod andi

disease becoine epidemic ? Be sure
there is a cause, do not be content witb

ascribing it to the Tnysterious baud of

Providence, but ta a neglect of duty, a

want of vigilence, a sleeping of the proper
sentinels, be sure a fouiness is lurking
somnewhere-construct sewers.

But as to the mnanner, and tbe means la
effect thesc- improvements, seek every
favorably opportunity ta post the people
up a s to the necessity for the needed
ineasures, let no stone be u-iturned, no
vigilence remitted, for having thein tlir-
oughly imbued with the necessily for the
desired work and the ativantages ta accrue
tram the executiou, and there will sou be
found a leatiing spirit materializing who
will rally the people and procure the

necessary means to carry forward the
undertaking. Th e people thorougbly
aroused, the work is hait accomplisheti,
and little more effort is required for ils
successlul completion. Our views are tied
too znuch to the past, our movements toc

,rn to the iricumnltcy of yestertiay, >we

bouses themselve
connect wîtb uni
ward currents of
liniqp hiq heen
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ust as well tu close aIl closets
lets wben the bouse 13 t(
or a long turne and then the
Fcutting off Ibis mode of enter
-ria will be assured.


