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is no provision made for an extension of its
boundaries, but barriers against extension
are being voluntarily raised up by the apathy
of the City Council. Ifa city has a cluster of
villages under the shadow of its walls, it pays
the penalty of having so many undesirable
neighbors. A suburb, where darkness and
the absence of police afford lurking places
for criminals, must be classed among the
social nuisances. Of epidemic diseases, an
undrained village is the most fertile of pro-
moters. Where the village communities
touch the limits of the built up parts of the
city, the danger from fire originating in the
village and extending to the city is consider-
able; for a fire has only to start in a village
to work its way without any real check.

That Toronto suffers from this undesir-
able kind of proximity is partly her misfor-
tune, partly her fault. In the case of
Brockton, as we have said, the blame lies
wholly on the city, and the village is, un-
der the circumstances, perfectly justified in
seeking separate incorporation. At the same
time, the general question of how cities can
extend their boundaries, when their natural
growth requires expansion, without inter-
fering with the rights of others, is a question
that will demand, in the future, more atten-
tion than it has obtained in the past. Per-
haps it would be reasonable to make all
villages which bar the extension of cities
understand that they can get separate incor-
poration only on the express condition that
they must merge their existerice in the larger
community whenever the interests of the
larger number require it. If there be any
other solution of the question, we should be
glad to know what it is.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF GOLD.
The distribution of the gold supply
throughout the world is exciting attention
and eliciting comment. Since the time when
Chevalier, in France, and Cobden, in Eng-
land, were alarmed at the heavy production
of gold in the United States, a great change
has taken place. Now the United States,
besides absorbing all the native production
of gold, is importing largely from other coun-
tries. During the month of August the im-
ports of foreign gold, at the port of New
York, reached $10,000,000, and the treasury
department at Washington, estimates that
the total imports of gold into the States,
during this and next month, will be $32,-
000,000.
The pinch is beginning to be samewhat felt
on the otherside of the Atlantic. The Bank
of Germany recently refused to pay gold on
cheques, at Hamburg and Bremen, though
not at Berlin. This gave rise to a rumor

that the bank had ceased to pay in gold ; a
rumor which was not true, except in this
qualified sense.
with something like 2,000 agencies, and
with a specie reserve of only $105,000,000,
is in a weak position compared with the
Bank of France and the Bank of England.
The Bank of France has a reserve of $400,-
000,000 The changed proportion of gold to
silver held by the Bank of France is notice-
able.
of the Paris Conference,the amount has sunk
to $150.000,000 ; the amouunt of silver has
in the same period risen from $108,000,000
to §250,000,000.
the Bank of Germany holds is not allowed
to be known.
ence, gold has been rapidly accumulating in
the United States ; the amount held having
risen from $150,000,000 to £375,000,000.
The Bank of England holds less specie and
bullion by &33,000,000 than it had a year
ago.

Bank of Germany has been to cause the
rate of interest to be raised by the Bank
to 6 per cent., 13 per cent. above the
market rate.
in the distribution of gold continue? A large
European demand for grain may cause gold
to continue to flow to America, while on the
other hand, the ** boom ” now getting pretty
full'in ihat country, may cause a large in-
crease of importations in other forms than
those of gold. Whatever may be the duration
of the present movement of gold to America,
it is important to note the facts.
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DOMINION EXHIBITION AT MON-
TREAL.

Another of the great exhibitions of Can-
ada was opened by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General on Tuesday last at Montreal.
The weather was fine and the attendance
great; probably forty thousand people were
present on the grounds during the day,
and on Wednesday over thirty thousand.
The exhibition grounds, situated on the slope
at the base of Mount Royal, are ample, and
the buildings very creditable. A number of
extra buildings were hurriedly erected to
accommodate the Manitoba Exhibit, and to
house the variety of manufactured articles
proffered ; but the quarters for the cattle
were already complete and extensive. A
word now as to the character of the show.
Considered as a Montreal exhibition, it was
a good one—we speak now of the industrial
departments, lpaving the numerous cattle
and the agricultural and horticultural por-
tion out of the question. But as a collection
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