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the average cost to a member joinIng the order in 1900

was $40.42, and that the average for old members for
the same year was $35.92, the average amount of insur-
,ancc' being $2,joo. During 1900, says the report of
thue examiners, there were admitted into the society
14,o86 menibers, at an average age Of 32 and member-
ships terminated were 7,880, at an average age of
40.30, thus enabling the society to sîightly reduce the
average age of thoseý remaining. "While this would
indicate that the society is successful in maintaining its
meînbership, at an average age of about 42, yet we
find the average nlumber of deaths to be #constantly ini-
.creasing, being in 1900 an average of iî.o5 per 1,000,

while inl 1898 àt was 9.83, with 193,043 members, as
againSt 201,622 in 1900."

It is useless to blink the fact that young members
decline to be obliged to, pay for old ones. The cost of
the Royal Arcanurn's insurance, which was only $11 .34
per $i,ooo in 1885 has gone up to $15.29 per $î,ooo
îii 1900. 1If at this increased rate it is found impossible
to pay up arrears of death dlaims, with those dlaims,
as the Department above tells us, iliCreasingy, there is
no hope for the society.

GOLD MINING IN CANADA.

treat many of the mines at first hand in future ar-t
after actual inspection, and that will be bette.r
generalizing.'

THE PROGRESS 0F JAPAN."

SECOND ARTICLE.

Some of our readers may remember the m
of a former Consul-General of Japan, a few years.

Mr. Theodore Nosse. Speaking to a representat:i
this journal upon the modernizing influences v

were bringing Japan to the front among the uat
bie said: "We are beginning to use Europeain
having discovered its nutritive value." By Eurc

food was meant bread and-butter and meat, inste2

the fish and rice that had been for centuirjes

pabulum of the common people. The Japanese

then beginning to give bread and butter to their

intending shortly to extend the change to the 2

Judging from, the increased import of flour, na

from $497,000 worth in 1896, to $4,944000 wort

1900, the change bas possibly been made. There

enormously increased import of beans, pease,
sugar, alcohol, etc., in recent years, indicating a chi

in habits of living. The change cornes more sý

arnong the common people in the interior, but tliç
A letter on gold minilg in Canada from the ter classes, tbe students in colleges, etc., are

special mining commiÎssioner of The London Econ- days better fed.
Omnist appears in the October i9th issue of that journal. A dozen yeare ago Japan imported oflly
The writer divides Our gold mines into four groilps. wvorth of foeur in twelve mentlis; fuor the la
The Nova Scotian,' those of Ontario, the British Col- vears ber import of it has exceeded, a million
uinbian, and those of the Yukon, and he is probabYj wot1 nuly n10 h bougbt foeur to th

flot fat from the mark wtien he estimates their aggre- of 3,882,517 yen-a yen is 'about equal to haif a

gate yield last year at 1,780,000 ounces, made up of H er import of other* comestibles was last year

18,767 from Ontario, 30,,199 from Nova Scotia. 231,- M1 yen, bcsides sugar to the value of 26,691,0

089 from British Columbia, and 1,500,000 froni the The largest item in Japan's list of iports

Yukon. This production be considers will be high- cotton, the value of ber purchases. of wbicb in
water mark for somne timne to corne. He dismisses, given at 59,471,629 yen. That ber cotton manu

the Lake of the Woods mines in a few words, say- îng îidtstry has made progress is shown by he

ing tbat the mines started "almost aIl ended in failure. Iabl e te expert last vear 5,723,000 yen Worth of

The ore is low grade and irreguilar in value." tissues, and 20,589,00 ye orth of Cotton ya.ni

Then lue proceeds to score the Ontario mines floated expert of raw silk in one vear is put at 44,657,c

in London, the Regina, the -Mikado, and the Sultana4 and of sîlk fabrics at 26,794,000. Her tea

describing the latter as "the most impuident flotationb does not bulk as largely as one would expeot
we have had for a long time." Generallv spealking ny9500yn and ber rice 3,5,6,000 fo

this correspondent's remnarks, thiougb giving evidlence lier exports to Canada bave more tban qua

of considerable expert knowledge, appear unduly since 1887, for wbere in that vear they were

pessimiistic, especially witb regard to British Coluni- yen tbey were last year 2,95o,663.

bia. and the Yukon, Scarcely anytbing in the Ko-ot- ervgtoaohrti nylgh)r
eniay pleases himn; the LeRoi mine was "sbockingly to the borrowings and national debt of the J
bandle-d ;" the Athabasca, Granite, D *uncan and Pern E,'mpire, its revenues and expenditure, its ban

"have apparently gone wrong;" but he does see a clearing-bouses, we may give in closing this

glimer f hpe or te hdralicand lacr mnes brief list of the principal articles of import and
of the niorth. Of these, "only one îs paying really The figures are for the year i90.
well, but this mine-the Consolidated Caribou-is; Iuuports into 3apan.
doing grect tintgs." Hie states, truily, that the yield,

last year "was $3,50,ooo, and tbis year there will likely Tools and machines ......... ...... 3,8o0,

be a big ger returu." H wrote thus from Vancouver Raw cotton ...................... 59,471,

in September; but we regret to tell bim that, owing Cotton yarn.............................7,043,

te a short water suipply, the Consolidated Cariboo, Cotton manufactures ............... 14,231,
eanig 40,oOeane tis Woollen manufactures .............. 13,801,

instead of eann 40oo andonly $143-000oo Chemnicals and dyes ........... ..... i,26!,
year, whereas its expenses were $i4o,ooo. However, Metal manufactures ................ 37,638,
it is well for ils to have anyorne take a calni inst.-ad of Sugar ............. ........... ... 26,691,

a roseate view of our gold niining. Hie promises to Fetroleumn..................... . 14,162
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