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About 10 a.m. a band is heard in
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the 40th regiment of infantry
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s the landing stage,
forms up on Siage
nutive beggars surround them,
beating their nuked stomachs. (the
common practice of beggars 1in In-
dia). and crying incessantly, '‘Back-
sheesh, Sali, Backsheesh.”’* But the
soldiers are too well accustomed to

of

| this cry, with ifs accompanying ges-

ture. to pay much heed. Soon the
boats come alongside, ard the work
of embarkation begins. In about an
hour all are on board, save the in-
valids, who have been brought down
to the beach in tongas. They num-
ber about a score in all. Presently:
these also are conveyed on board,
but as they pass through the gang-
way one of them, overcome by weak-
ness. falls fainting to the deck. A
couple of men raise him up, open his
tupic. and at the comunand of a
voung lieutenant standing Dby, they
-carry him to his berth. Restoratives
are Urought. and soon, as the doc-
tor vnters, the poor fellow revives.

“All right, again. O’'Neal?”” asks
the doctor, in n Kind tone.

“Oh. yes, sir, quite,”’ says O’Neal,
for days

past, fearing that he might be de-

| clared untit for travelling.

“0h. you may rest easy,’’ says the
doctor. with a twinkle in his eye,
“all the doctors in the army would

be powerless now to stop you from
sailing: and in any ecase, with MMr.
Norman as a friend, you may rest

Before the sick man had time to

g answer, Lieutenant Norman himself

over to
is all

enters. and, going straight
0’Neal, asks anxiously if he
right again.

“Yvs, now I am aboard I feel fifLy
per cent. better,” suys the soldier.
‘I am sure, with Dr. Armstrong’s
kelp and yours I will live longenough

10 sec the old land once again.”’

“"Oh. nonsense,”  says Norman
You will live as long as any of us

‘Yet: just keep your heart up, and all

Will be well.””
The two officers now leave O'Neal

o the care of the hospital orderly,

artcli walk off together.

I need not ask you,” says Nor-
man, “‘to do what you can for poor
O.x\ea]. knowing, as you do, what
;rlends' We were before his family got
nto ghﬂwulties. Do you think he
wll.l live till we reach Portsmouth?’’

“e_Il, that depends more on you
rthz_xn n does on me,”’ replies the doc~
or I'n cases of consumption a
doctor is practically useless; all that
15 heeded is plenty of wines, jellies,
anf.l nourishing food of a light kind.”

I will undertuke to see 1ihat he
gletslplent,_v of thut,” says Norman.
Ty is the least I can do for him,
Poor fellow. Poor Charlie,” he adds,
fﬁi.uf{] oto hil{lself, as he passes up
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Our friend Norman finds
septed beside the Catholic chaplain,
Father Drew. During dinner they
converse on & variety of general sub-
jects. At length, when dessert ar-
rives, they descend to more personal
topics.

“Will you try some fruit, Father?”
says Norman, pushing a large disk
of mangos towards the priest.

“Yes, thank Yyou. I rather like
mangos. May I ask,”’ he continues,
*'if you are a Roman Catholic?”

“Certainly; I meant 1o tell you I
was when dinner commmenced. but it
went completely out of my head. I
believe I amn the only Catholic oflicer
at the table.”’

“I am very fortunate then in get-
ting beside you, as, in addition to
the pleasure of your company at
meals, you will be able to give me
information about the Catholic men
of your regiment.’’

“I am afraid there is very little to
give,”’ says Norman. *‘There are only
about forty altogether; but there is
one poor fellow, named O’'Neal, who
is an old schoolmate end friend of
mine. I wish you could do some-
thing for him. I know he would
like to see & priest, for he asked me
yesterday if there was one on
board."’

“I will go and see him first thing
in the morning,’”' says the kind-
hearted priest, as they all rise to the
toast of ‘‘The Queen.”

Next day Father Drew visited
O’Neal, and, having heard his con-
fession, remained chatting with him
for some time. Norman also dropped
in later on, and gave orders to have
pverything for the patient brought
up from ihe saloon, as he had made
arrangements with the steward for
that purpose.

On the voyage many were the de-
vices got up to pass the time pleas-
antly. It was not uncommon to see
a group of ladies playing that manly
game, quoits; but it is a pity to
have to record that, when they were,
a preat number of quoits found their
way overboard. Shuttlecock also™was
played with great success. Occasion-
allv a piano was brought on deck
and a dance started. Nigger concerts
were, however, the chief amusement.
A dozZen or more of the younger ofli-
cers used to ‘paint nigger,”’ and
really gave splendid amateur perform-
ances. A temporary stage used to be
erccted, and all on board were frec
to attend.

On one of these occasions a cer-
tain naval officer, Mr. X . well
known by the sailors for the use of
an excellent pair of lungs, and =a
‘“‘sirong, swearing accent,”’ was tak-
ing a part on the stage. After a few
iokes had put the audience into good
humor, the leader of the darkics
turned to Mr. K , and said :

‘“Well, Massa Sambo, you am wer-
ry quiet to-night. Ton't hear you
talkin®."” ’

Sambo was about to make some
witty reply when a voice, apparently
coming from the top of the mast
called out :

“For CGod's sake let him alone :
we'll hear enough of him to-morrow
morning.”’

The roars of laughter which fol-
lowed this remark almost silenced
Sambo for the night, and was worth
{to the andience) any joke he could
possibly have made.

The ship called at Malta en route,
and took in, among other things.
about a dozen Maltese cattle. These
were arranged at the foot of the
main mast, and were killed as fresh
meat was nceded. They were the oc-
casion afterwards of some amuse-
ment on board.

Just before reaching Gibraltar, the
third concert of the voyage was pre-
pared, and proved as great a success
as the preceding two. The oflicers,
black and white, sat some time dis-
cussing matlers. At lengih. a dis-

himself

pute having arisen concerning the
fighting abilities of the Irish and
Scotch as compared with the Eng-

lish, a young Irish captain proposed
settling the point ai once by a bol-
ster fight. The idea took quickly,
and in about a minute nearly every-
one was calling for a bolster fight.
The -older men pretended to scout
the idea, but being in a minority,
they were compelled to submit. To
make the sides even, the Scots and
Irish united against the English. The
preliminaries being settled, there wus
a general rush below for arms. The
fight immediately . began, and soon
becnme very hot. The English made
a brave stand, but were eventually
dispersed by the Irish and Scots.

A few days after this the ‘‘ Mala-
bar”’ arrived at Portsmouth, after a
short journey of twenty-five days. It
was eight in the morning when the
landing commenced, and by four that
evening all the passengers had de-
purted.

The soldiers who had been invalid-
ed as unflit for further service -vere
discharged almost at once, and sent
on to their different destinations.

Our two [riends parted the same
evening, but not without Norman
giving O'Neal a substantial proof of
his friendship in the shape of a well-
filled purse.

. Poor O’Neal slarted for Dublin,
but soon aiter reaching his destina-
iion took a turn for the worse, aud,
all hope being given up, he was
brought, through the kind offices of
Faaher -O'Byrne, as a patient to Our

Lady's Hospice for ilic Dying, ITar-
old’s Cross.

This charitable institution, sup-
portedl by public subscriptions, is

presided over by the Trish Sisters of
Charity. who devote their lives to,
consoling and assisting the dying.
Under the care of these kind sisters,
O'Neal rallied m little, but still = re-
uinined go weak that he was unable
to lewve his bed. S
Shortly after, the 491h regiment ar-
rived - in Dublin, _
Norman started
10 look wyr his old friend, but could
find'“ 1o trace of him. Ife searched
)'hig'h and low, bul without . avail,
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and, -naturally”

and had almost given up hope when,
quite unexpectedly, he discovered him
in the hospice. .

Aitending the church of St. Mary,
in- Rathinines, he had become ac-
quainted with Father Bourke, chap-
lain to the hospice. Meeting him by
accident one miorning, near the hos-
pice, the priest asked him in to see
the place. "They went up together,
and the Rev. Mother, after some con-

versation, conducted them through
the wards.
Before passing into the hospice

proper. she brought her visitors into
the chapel, near the entrance doors
of which arec a few seats for 1he
benefit of such patients as are able
to attend Mass. Here a couple of
them were saying their beads most
devoutly. Qur {riend looked on them
Wwith great interest. ‘Fo  s2e them
saying their prayers so calmly, when
death was, at the farthest, only a
few days off, had a strange effect on
him. Nevertheless, it led him to
thank God more earnestly than ever,
for being in the communion of the
only religion that is capable of work-
ing such wonders.

After leaving the chapel they went
upstairs to the women's wards.

The f(irst thing . that struck the
young man on entering cach ward
was the gencral air of cheerfulness
about every onc and everyihing. The
patients, even those who- were un-
able to lcave their beds, had all an
answering smile of welcome for the
Rev. Mother's kind grecting. Some
half dozen or so were sitting round
the fire, either reading, or those who
were able knitting and chatting most
agreeably.

In one of the wards, however, Nor-
man saw a very sad case. It was
that of a fair young girl. Just be-
fore the visitors entered she had
been coughing fearfully, and, when
they approached her bed, seemed
quite exhausted. Poor girl, she iwas

not yet twenty years old, and her
life was fast coming to a close. As
she lay there, her beautiful hair

scattered about the pillow, her love-
ly face flushed, panting for breath,
Norman wondered how many hours
would elapse till she should pass
from all the suffering and pain she
was then enduring to the reward of
her patientiy borne sickness. When
theyv said good-bye to her, she smiled
and spoke to them quite naturally,
her place of mind not in ithe least
disturbed by the pitying glances it
was impossible to restrain.

Descending again to the lower part
of the house, they went through the
men's wards, the last one thev came
to being Saint Patrick’s, the largest
in the house.

**Here,”” said the Rev. Mother, en~
tering. “‘we have a paticnt who we
all take the greatest interest in. He
was in the army, but is still very
yvoung.”'

So saying, she led the way to one
of the corner beds, in which lay the
dying soldier. Arranging his pillows,
she said, *'l have some one to see
you -to-day, someonce belonging to the
army.'’

The sich man raised himself 1o
greet the visitor, and immediately
recognized his old friend, Norman.

“What, O'Nealt I have been hunt-
ing through Dublin for the past fort-
night looking for you. Oh, why did
you not write to me.”’ said Norman,
taking the sick man’s hand, I would
have conle to you at once. Poor,
poor fellow.” he added, seeing how
wasted he wuas: “‘you must have suf-
fered a lot.”

*“No, not too much,”' said his
friend, smiling; ‘‘not so much, in-
dead, as some of the poor fellows

liere. In any case, it is nearly over
now; I'm getting weaker every day.
and I feel T can’t lust much longer.
I intended writing to yYou to-morrow,
but I won't need to now.”’

For more than an hour they sat
chatting about old times, and when
at last the young Lisutenant rose to
g0 it was with the resolution of do-
ing his utmost to soothe the last
hours of his old friend and playmate.
He promised to come frequently, and
from that time to the time of
O'Neal's death, which happened
about a fortnight afterwards, not n
day passed without a visit from him.
He was constantly sending fruit,
magnzines. etc.. and anything he
thought likely {0 amuse or interest
his {riend.

As duty often detained him during

visiting hours. he had permission to
come at any tinie convenient to him-
self. -
One afternoon he arrived at the
hospice about three o'clock, the hour
at whick all the patients unit2 in
prayving for the benefactors of the
institution.

Entering Saint Patrick’'s Ward he
found them all saying the Rosary.
Those who were un were kneeling be-
fore an image of Our Lady. The
others. propped up in bed, were lend-
ing their feeble voices to swell the
volumes of praise in Mary's honor.

Norman knelt down near the door,

[ Father Bourke.

and, in a low tone, joined in the
prayers of the sick men. The Rosary
being ended, he proceeded to O’Neal's
bed, and was quite shocked to find
!;he change that had come over him
in a few hours. Yesterday he had
been bright and lively; to-day he lay
like one in a stupor. It was pitiful
to see the frequent gasps for breath,
the convulsive opening and closing
of the hands. All betokened, only too
S;}l‘cl_\', that his end could not be far
off.

After watching by his friend for a
long time, Norman left the ward,
and, telling the chaplain, who had
been sent for, that he would wait
for him, he proceceded to the little
chapel. Ilere he knelt down and
tried to think.

He had always led o most exemn-
plary life, and now he began to im-
agine he had wmissed his vocation,
and that he was intended for the
Church. Whether this was the result
of his frequent conversations with
or the sight of the
dying in the hospice, he could not
make out; but for some time the idea
had been growing on him, till now
he felt convinced that it was a priest
he should have been.

He had entered the army at his fa-
ther's desire, just as he would have
joined the navy or any other pro-
fession he might have been brought
up to; but he had no ardent love for
it, and felt he could leave it with-
oul the slightest feeling of regret.
He was as vet only twenty-four, the
age at which students are usually or-
dained, and would have at least four
vears' study before he could receive
the imposition of hands.

As these things Were passing
through his mind, Father Bourke en-
tered, and presently they started off
together. On the way the young
man mentioned his thoughts to the
priest, but Father Bourke, while
praising the ecclesiastical state as
the noblest in the world, at the same
time treated the young Lieutenant’s
aspirations in that direction very
lightly.

Sepuarating from his companion on
Stephen’s  Green, Norman returned
i1o his quarters, feeling altogether un-
settled. The idea which he had men-
tioned to the priest, and which had
been made so light of, had taken a
strong hold on his mind. He decided,
however, to take no serious step for
the spuce of a year. If he stood that
test he would be persuaded that his
wish 10 become a priest was no en-
thusiastic idea, brought on by his
visits to the hospice, as tlhe priest
seemed to think, but a true and solid
vocation given to him by God, and

which it would be his duty to fol-
low.

Next  day he got word of  hig
friend’s death, and soon after fol-

lowed the humble coflin to Glasnevin
as the chiel and only mourner, for
poor ('Neal had few friends and no
velutions. "Fwo days later he  said
good-by+ o the nuns of the hospice,
and leit to join his regiment, which
had been sent on to the Curragh.

Just a vear Inter. as Father Bourke
was making himseli comfortable ut
the fire one evening, a knock was
heard at the door, and two minutes
later in walked lLicutenant Norman.
After o little preliminary chat, he
told the oWject of his visit. e had
resigned his commission and finally
decided to enter for the Church. After
i long conversation, Father Bourke,
who was first inclined to think he
hitd acted hastily, caine to the con-
clusion that he had a real vocation,
and consequently was bound to fol-
Tow it. ’

I'he next thing was to get the ap-
probation of his father, a landed
proprietor, in the South of EFngland.
This was granted at once. Every-
thing scemed to favor the young
man's wishes, and he awaited anxi-
ouisly the time when hie ‘would com-
mence his theologicnl studies.

e visited the nuns of Harold's
Cross frequently, and delighted in
talking to them about the time when
he would be a priest.

But who can foretell the future?
One evening, after leaving 1he hos-
pice. where he complained of not
feeling well, he went early to  bed,
hoping to be quite recovered on the
morrow. But the morrow found him
still in bed.

A doctor, who was called in, said
he had scarlatina, and in three days
he was dead.

The erief of all who had come in
contact with him mayv be better im-
agined than described. The oniy con-
solation his relutions had was the
thought that he had gone into tlhe
presence of that loving God who not
onlv rewards the “‘deeds’ of His
faithful servants. but also their holy
“lesires.”’

* * » + * * * * * * *

There is a picture at present hang-
ing in Saint Patrick’s Wuard, present-
ed to the hospice by the young man’s
father. Tt represents the Child Jesus
in the Temple, and recalls to the
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F. Hogan, 86 St. (George street, (to
whom all communications should
be addressed) ; Fin.-Sacretary, M.
J. Doyle, 13 Mount St. Mary Ave.:
Treasurer, A. J. Hanloy, 7668 Pal-
ace street; Chalrman of Btanding
Cominittes, R. Diamond : Bentinel,
M. Clarke; Marshal, J. Tivnan, Di-
vision meets on the second and
fourth Wednesday of every month,
in the York Chambers, 2i44a 8t.
Catherine street, at 8 p.m.

C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH M.
—{Organised, 18th Novernbar,
1888.)~—DBranck 20 meets at B,
Patrick’s Hall, 92 Bt. Alexanfer
Btreet, on every Monday of eash
month. The regular mestings for
the transaction of business are halld
on the 3ad and 4th Mondays ef
sach month, at 8 p.m. Applieants
for membership or any one desitocua
of {nformation regardiag the Brandh
may sommunicate with the follow-
tag officers :—Jas. J. OCostigen,
Proesident; P. J. McDonagh, Record-
ing Beoretary; obt. Warren, Fin-
ancial Becretary; Jas. H. Maiden,
Treansurer.

ST. PATRICK'S T. A. & B. SOUIBTY)
Mecots on the second Bunday eof
svery month in St. Patrick's Hall,
- 92 8t. Alexander strect, {mmediate-
ly after Vespers. Committee of Mam-
agement moests in same hell the first
Tuesday of every month, at 8 p.m.
Rav. 8. C. Hallissey, Rev. Presi-
dent; James J. Costi~an, 1st Viee-
Preaidant; W. P. Doyle, BSecretary,
254 Bt. Martin streot.

ST. ANX’'S YOUNG MEN'S SOCIETY
erganized 1885.—Meots In its hall,
157 Ottawa strest, on the fret
Sunday of each montk, st 3.80 p.
m.Bpiritual Adviser,Rev. E. Strubbe
O.88.R.; Prestdent, D. J. O'Meill;
Beocretary, J. Murray ; Uslegates
to St. Patrick’'s League: J. Whitty,
D. J. O'Nelll and M. Casey.

YOUNG IRISHMEN'S L. & 0. AS-
SOCIATION, organized April 1874,
Incorporated, Dec. 1875.—Regular
monthly meeting held in 1ts hall,
19 Dupre street, first Wednesday of
svesy month, at 8 o’clock, p.m.
QOommittes of Management meets
every second end fourth Wednesday
of each month. President, Hugh
O'Connor; Secretary, Jas. 0’'Lough~
lin. All communications to be ad-
dressed to the Hall. Delegates to
St. Patrick’'s Leagus, W. J. Hin-
phy. D. Gallery, Jas. McMahon.

BT. ANN'ST. A. & B. BOCIETY, ee-
teblished 1883. — Rev. Direcater.
Reav. Father Flynn, President, Jolm
Killfeather; S8eccretary, James Bres
dy, No. 97 Rosel Street. Moests on
the sscond Sunday of every meomth,
in 8t. Ann's Hall, corner Young
and Ottawa etreets, at 3.30 p.m.
Delegates to St. Patrick’s Lemsgme:
Mesars. J. Killfsather, T. Ragers
and Anpndrew Cuilen.

8T. PATRICK'S COURT., NQ. 086
C.0.F.—Mosts In St. Ann's Hall,
157 Ottawa street, every first and
third Monday, at 8 p.m. Chief Ran-
ger, James F. Fosbre. Recording-
Secretary, Alex. Patterson, 197 Ot-
tawa street.

SGRATYS
PECTORAL SYRUP

A most excellent |-ro£arution for COGGHS,
Bronchinl irritation, and as un alterative in the
oarly stuge of Lung disease. Asa fam.dy Ccugh
remedr for children, it cannot bo surpassed. I
taken at the commenc m nt of a bad cough, it
will immediately relicve the disiressing symp-
toms. '

Should your Chomist not keep it. telephono to
headquurters for a bottle.  Price, 23¢.

HENRY R. GRAY,
CHEMIST and DRUGGIST,
122 St. Lawrence Main st,, Montrenl.

N.B —Physicians and Public Tnstituion= sup-
plied with Drugs and Cnemicals at wholesale
prices.

Everv attention given to tho compounding of
Physicians' Preseriptions.

Y agsse YOUR EMPTY BAGS..
5 A v t Users of BRODIE'S " XXX " .

Self Raising Flour who pre
sorve the ompty bags and re-

tarn them to us willreceive the .

followinf
beautifu
12inches x 18in i
larger picture in fine gilt frame 1
inches., Two three pound baws sy basen in
place of one six pound bag. BRODIE &
HARVIE, 10 & 12 Blanry St.,Montreal.

es, For24six goiuurtll:p:n;a.a
neh,

premiump : For 12 six pound bagsa. -
colorad yi.llcturo in sr.lendid gilt frame,
)
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