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1OME1RULE DEBÂTE.
A N INTER ESTINO ANDABLEADDRFE-S

The power of life and hberty waw in their
hands. Whenever they were in want of
anything they swept down upon the
fields Of the Irish and seized upon the1
Stores they had accumulated. The kill-1
ing of an Iriahmwn or the violation of an1
Irbihwoman by an English colonist was
ne crime in these rude daya. Under
Queen Elizabeth, Ireland vas inivaded by
an army who were little more than plun-
derers. The province of Munster was su
rigorously laid ste that Mr. Froude
declares tiat "Lie Iowing of a cow or the
Sound of a cow-boy's whistle was not to
be heard from Valentia to the Rock of
Casbel'• •

Munster was divided into seigniories
of fron4,000 to12,00acres and donated
to Engliah adventurers.

In the other parts of Ireland the
estates of the Irish chiefs and their fol-
loers awere similarly confiscated and di-
vided. In this policy there is one fatal
mistake. In taking the land of the
people theyshouldalseobave completely
destroyed the people ; for a nation of
tenante outside ofe lavery is impos-
sible. Under James I., to the policy of
plunder was added the policy of religious
persecution, which was to last for many
years. James was an intolerant Protest-
ant, and the Irish were all the more de-
voted to Roman Catholiciam, because
their oppressors were Protestant. It ras
lu the reign of James that the Scotch
first obtaimed a sbare of the confiacated
landesand the Protestant settlement of
Ulster began. lu this reign, too, vast
tracta of lands were granted to great
London Companies-some tof which-
the mercers, salters, skinners. ironmon-
gers and drapers-still hold the land.

AFTER THE REVOLUTION IN ENGLAND,

under Cromwell, was completed, he bad
te turn his attention to Ireland and
there he did bis work thoroughly. He
captured Drogheda and put all its people
to the sword; he conquered Wexford
and slaughtered pitilessly its inhabitants,
and soon the whole isiand was at his
feet. Thus came, as usual, the partition
o f Irish lands. Ali lande outside of
Connaught, belonging to the Irish, were
confiscated and divided among the dis-
banded soldiers ef the commonwealth
and political adventurers. To get rid of
the Irish, word was sent through Europe
that nations friendly to Engiand would
not beat their drum in vain in the Irish
market places, and thus 44,000 Irishmien
enlisted under foreign banners to fight
the battles of strangers. Women and
girls were transported by thousands to a
hamefil slaveryein the West Iodies and
to the plantations of Virginia. The re-
maining Irish were cooped up in Con-
naught and were forbidden under nain
of deah t uappear within two miles of
the river or four miles of the sea. It i
curious to reflect that ail these precan-
tiors were not able to asecure the Crom-
wellian settlers from ithe dreaded Irish
influence, and that 40 years later many
of the children of Cromwell's troopers
could not speak a word of Engliah.
Many of the Irish, however, refusing to
go into exile or into Connaught, took
to the woods and mountains, the cleft
of the rocks and the caves of the earth
and lived a life of wild brigandage. They
leved a tariff upon all travellers who
were not sufficiently protected, (I do oL
mnean a protective tariff), and trom the
native Irish word they used in demand-
ing money were called Tories. I apolo-
gize to my Conservative fiend for
mentioning this interesting fact and beg
to assure themt bat I honestly helieve
ihat the methods of the party have been
somewhat improved and refined since
those old days.

IN THE EEIGN OF CHARLES II

a new form of Irish persecution began.
The importation of Irish cattle to Eng-
land was prohihited as a nuisance, owing
to the fear by English Squires of lower
lrices. As cattle wEre one of the main
prducta at the Island, sud Lhey had
ittle else that thIey celd give in e-

change for Engli goods, thisr as a te
r*ible bboriteIreland's commerce. Tii
jealousy of the Enlish agriculturist bas
had a noted effect in the electoral dis-
cussion of Irish matters in England ever
Pince. Later on it extended ta the Eng-

alh laborar, withi whom thme hordes oft
Iris who crossed te channel te work
lu barveatugame tu t compg ati'n

in any way been alleviated. The embar-j
go on the cattle trade was placed in the.
reign of Charles IL. Afterwards similar1
treatment was meted out to the Irishi
linen and woolen industry and Irish
ships were not allowed to trade with
America or the west Indies. It seemed
as if Ireland was nol, to be allowed any
means of beoming prosperous. The
great Wm. Pitt, who, in 1800, was the
cause of depriving Ireland of ber inde-
pendent parliament, which in. 18 short
yeoars bad caused every industry to pros-
per, said in 1785 :-" The uiform policy
,i of England hlas been to deprive Ireland
",of the use e ieront resources and
"maka bier subeervient te the lutoroat

"and opulence of the English people."
The great writer, Junius, wrote about
the same time: "Ireland has been
"uniformly plundered and oppress-
ed." One of the most contemptible
characters in all bistory is James II.,
of England. He was a coward, a liar, s
bigot, a poltroon, devoid of honor or
manly virtue. It was one of the acci-
dents of history that the Irish, in their
struggle against English oppression,
should accept hi leadership in their en-
deavor to get backtheirown. The ideas
of leader and people were entirely dif-
ferent. James was an intense Roman
Catholic bigot, who ardently desired the
supremacy of the Roman Church in all
thinge, aven to the power of peraecuting
Non-conformists. His next object was
to recover the throne of England. The
Irish, on the other hand, solely wished
for the recovery of their land and the
liberty of their country. They were
actuated by an undying hatred of the
Engliah, and who can blame them?
What gnod had they ever received from
England? Robbery, death and oppreE-
sien had beau

THEIR CONSTANT EXPERIENCE.
I say that James IL. was a leader un--
wortithie triit, sud I titan k Qed that

ithe brave Prnice Boys o ferry cloed
their gates on his French allies and nobly
held he town against sîl assaulte. I
thank God that victory perched upon
the banners of William at the Boyne,
and that England, and lreland, too, were
forever ridof the stupid Stuart line. But
I cannot praise the English for their sub-
sequ ent conduct in Ireland. Whenx brave
Sarsfield surrendered Limerick to Wil-
liam's general, it was after a treaty con-
cluded, to the effect that the Roman
Catholies ehouldi have freedom to wr-
ship God after their nanner, and that
thefollower eof King James shouild be
allowed toretain their land. This solemn
treaty was broken. The estates of the
rebels were confiscated and divided by
the English. At William's death the
Irish were owners of less than oe-
seventh of Ireland. Tho English parla-
mont detarmined te mako lroiand Pr,-
testant b pna laws. Under these laws
Catholics, and by this word were meant
the Irish, could not sit in the Irish par-
liament or vote members to it. They
were excluded fromi the army, te navy,
the city or ton corporations, thu magie-
tracy, time Bencithie Bar, Lihe grand
juriesaud the vestries.

The acould not be sheriffs or saoldiere,
gambekepers or cenetab!es. They nord
turbidden Leown any arma, and any two
justices or sheriffsa might at any time
issue a search warrant for arma. The
discevary of any kind of weapon ren-
dered its Catholic owner liable to fine,
imprisonment, whipping, or the pillory.
They could not own a hrse worti more
than five pounds, and any Protestant
tenderiug that eumi ceuld comupel bis
Catholie neighbor te sali bis steed.s

No education whatever was allowed to
Catholics. A. Cathoie could not go to
the University; ha migb not be the
guardian eft acbild; lie mighb not keep
a achool, or send his children to be edu-
cated abroad, or teach himself. No
Catholic might buy land or inerit or
receive it as a gift from Protestants, or
hold life annuities or leases for more
than thirty-one years, or any leases on
such terme that the profits of the land
exceeded one-third the value of the land.
If a Catholic purchaaed an ostate, the
first Protestant, who informet against
him became its proprietor.

The aideat son of a Catholic on becom-
ing Protestant, became heir-at-law to
the whole estate of his father, and re-
duced bis father to the position Of a
more life tenant. A wife who becamne a
Protestaat was immediately freed from
ber husmand's control, and assigned a
certain Portion ef ber husband's pro-
perty. Any chi, heivryug rm
profeossed te be a Protestansand a onc

t a portion ef his fathtez'e property

assigned to him. In fact, the Catholic
Irish were excluded in their own country
from every profession, from every gov-
ernment office, from the highest to the
low est, and from almost every duty or
privilege of a citizen. It was laid down
from the Bench by Lord Chancellor
Bowes and Chief Justice Robinson that
"the law does not suppose any such
" person to exist as an Irish Roman
" Catholic."

Such were in brie!
THE FAMOUS PENAL LAwS.

Theme laws are enougli te nake every
rrotestant blueh that such laws could
be passed in the name and interest of
bis religion. Although most of these
laws have been repes.led, many of them
in the meneory of men now living, the
evil effects of them are almost inefface-
able. Irish self-esteem canu only be pla-
cated by a measure of Legislative inde-
pendence. Peace and amity between
the two countries would be cheaply
bought by the re-establishment lu Dub
lin of an Irish parliament with powers
akin to those of the Quebec Legislature.
The people of Ireland will be only too
happy to forget the bitter past and re-
establish friendly relations with her ais-
ter nation. Mark the progress that has
been made in the friendly relations be-
tween Ireland and England by the adop-
tion of Home Rule by the Liberal Party
into their party platform. All the cur-
rent eof the political atmosphere be-
tween the two islands have been cleansed
and sweetened; for Ireland now knows
what she never knew before, that a deeD
rift of division runs all through the
Englieh nation in her favor ; that a vast
msjority in Scotland and in Wales favor
her pretensions; that there is not
throughout the ]and a district, a parish
or a village, where there are not hearta
beating in unison with her heart, and
minda earnestly bent on the acknow-
ledgement and permanent establishment
of her claims to national existence. Re-
member, to, that though there are only
5,000,000 Irish in Ireland there are more
than 15,000,000 of the race acattered
through the world, and the interest of
these is powerful, especially in the
United States. In any international
complication it would be unfortunate to
have this influence against the Empire.
Why has the settlement of thi question
been so long delayed ? Surely national
animesity does not govern the mind of
England ui this latter end of the nine-
teenth century? It Lis true that this
race bitternes has largely disap-
peared. Fear of the persecution of the
Protestant minority is only a pretence,
for their intereats were secured by in-
numerable guards in Mr. Gladstone's
Bill. No. Under

THE HO3!fE RULE QUESTION
there lie material interesta that may be
affected by it. Rome Rule once granted,
the first step towards the settling of the
economic problem of Ireland will have
been taken. What are these economic
problems and what are their relations to
England ? They proceed from the re-
peated wholesale counfiscations of land
into the bands of a few. The Irish are a
singular example of a nation without
land. They exiAt not by the grace of
God but by the grace of landlords, many
of whomnnever set footinIreland. Under
such a system the people are little better
than slaves. They must do wbat their
landlords tell then. They must pay
rack-rent no matter how unreasonably
big it may be. For if they refuse, evic-
tion lies before them and death by the
wayside for their wives and babes. I
denounce this condition of affaira as
ieraily iniquitous and contrary to the

law of nature.
Let me illustrate. Has the Irish

child born to day a right to live- to
grow upon the land, te stand ul on
the land and breathe the air of
Heaven ? Yo answer certainly. He
cannot be murdered, so that it muet bu
God's will that he live upon the land of
the country in which he is born. Then
I tell you that 5,000.000 et buman beings
live upon the surface of Lreland and
breathe the vital air not by the will of
God, but by the graceo tthousanda et
rent exacting land-owners, whose title to
the soil is based on no divine right but
on the historic plunderings 1 have re-
called to your mepory. Here le the
great wrong that must be remedied.Iwanttotell you the herrible fact that during
the so-called famines in Ireland food
ries bein, exparted freux Ireland te Eng-
lansd that ne faine priea prevailed.
The famine preoceeded simpiy trom this,
that the pessants could net toucb the
prcdacts of the soil, the produets Of their

own labor, and their own small potato
crops failing they had

NOTHING TO DO BUT STARVE.

Do you expect the Irisb pesant, dying
of starvation in bis but, ta turn his eyes
to Heaven and thank God that he bad
at leat the privilege of dying under the
mostglorious constitution iu the world ?
Can you sanction a system, which in a
few years drove 3,000,000 Irishmen from
their native land, and which produces a
steady streami of emigration thence te
freer lands and freer skies. Wide estates
bave ruined Italy, bewaiied the Roman
historian, and the bimewcursed blight
bas fallen upon British Isles. For it
must be remembered that Scotland and
England have suffered, though net te
the sane extent, from the cursee of too
extensive landlordism, based on the
same title of historic wrong or fraud. In
1847, John Bright said:--" I am thor-" oughly convinced that everything the

governnment or parlianent can do for
Ireland will be unavailing unless the

" foundation of the work be laid deep" and well, by clearing away the fettere
"under which land is now held, se that
"it may become the possession of real
"owners, and be made instrumental to
"the employment and sustentation of
"the people. Honorable gentlemen op-
"posite may fancy themselves interested
"In maintainin g the present systen,
"but there is surely no interest they
"can have init which will weigh against

the safety and prosperity of Ireland."
The Plato of England-John Stuart
Mill, writes :-"The~land of Ireland, like
." the land of every other country,beloings

ta the people who inhabit it; and
"when the inhabitants of a country quit
'"it in tens of thousands because the
"goverument does net leave them room
"te live in it, that governmentis already
"judged and condemned." In 1858, the
London Times wrote :-"For generations
"the proprietors of the land in Ireland
"have been Spartans among a belet
"peasantry-almost planters among
"negro slaves."

BY FATAL LEGiSLýATION

the Highlands of Scotland were cleared
of their population te give place ta the
deer-staking grounds of noble men.
For the same cause the boasted
yeomanry of England bas disappeared
in the stunted, squalid, poverty-
stricken denizen of a manufacturing
city, while thousand of acres which
should be his te ttii are enolosed as the
pleasure grounds of the wealthy.

The English landlords fear Home
Rule, for they know that when once itbis
granted, ail the energies of the Irish race
will be turned towards righting the sys-
tem cf land laws in Irelaud; and when
the Deople obtain justice there, the
democracy of England will also claim
their rights. Thus the whole remnant
of the outrageous feudal tenure of land
in England will disappear. The laws of
prim gemture and entail will be sept
away; the power to deprive people of
their natural right te live on the land
of their birth by enormous renta or other
causes will be seriously disturbed, and
this la why the House of Lords in Eng-
land and ail the petty lordlings out of it,
and alil the great land nemopolists mn
Great Britain, are madly opposed te
Home Rule for Ireland. I firmly believe
that the settlement of this Iriahl question
will be the forerunner of the proper re-
gulation of many great social problema
of the w$ld, such as the misery and
degradation and ever-increasing poverty
of a ,ew maklng them a danger to the state.
Se. lu pleadlng the causeo fr relsnd to-nigbt, I
am pleading alen the cause or the wretobed
crorters or Scotlnd. the caims orSeottlsh and
EngWafn peasantry to more extended rights of
freedom-the cause or the oppressed demo..
cracies of Germany, u Russia, and of India-
the rightueiabor the wtde worldgaver te a
proper return for iLs ofl-the riglite cf tbe

great majority of mankind against the privi-
Ieged few in every land who have assumed to
crush and oppress the masses.

wih these great questions, I daim, Is the
causefor Home Rule for Ireiand cosely inked.
Hlome Rule 11e, lu tact., aInh van cf thesle
great social reforme. But it is inherently
worthy yor approval, because IL bas ait the
dlaims f lit hranditutide onlies aide.

The flago IreIana bas ion gbeen trampled
in the dust. The H.arp and the Shamrock,
the golden sunburst on the feid o tliving green
-emblems ors country wlthout nationaity-
standard or a peope downtrodden and op-
pressed-and yet they are the types or har-
moar cf ever.springlng hoPe. cr iight and
lite! 1 frnly beleve Wat that' standard and
its ebiemes will acon be raised alort over the
Emeraid sie, bY the hands of the Briish pto-
pie, and that tfie Harp cf Erlu sili aaund the
sweetest notes in the barmonies o fa united
and satisfied British Empire.

Norway Fine Syrup il tho safest and
best cure for coughs, colds, athmas, bran-
chitis, acre tbroat, sud ail throat anid
Iung troubles. pnce 25c.anud 60c...
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