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DISCOURSE XVII.

ON THE FITNESS OF THE GLORY OF MARY.

You may recollect, my brethren, our Lord’s words,
when, on the day of IIis resurrection, e had jomed
the two disciples on their way to Emaus, and found
them sad and perplexed in consequence of Iis death.
He said, “ Ought not Christ to suffer these things,
and so to enter into Iis glory? Ile appealed to
the fitness and congruity of this otherwise surprising
event, to the other truths which had been generally
revealed concerning the divine purpose of saving the
world. And so too, St. Paul, in speaking ol the
same wonderful appointment of God; * It became
Him,” he says, “{or whom are all things, and through
whom ave ail things, who lad brought many sons
unto glory, to consummate the Author of their salva-
tion by suffering.” Tlsewhere, speaking of prophe-
sying, or expounding what is latent in divine truth,
he bids bis brethren excreise the gift “according to
the analogy or rule of faith;” that is, so that the
doctrine preached may correspond and fit in to what
is already veceived. "Thus you see, it is a great
evidence of trath, in the case of revealed feaching,
that it is so consistent, that it so hangs together, that
one Lhing springs out of another, that each part
requires and is required by the rest.

This great principle, whicl is exemplified so vari-
cusly in the structure and history of Catholic doc-
trine, which will receive more and more illustrations
the more carclully and minutely we examine the sub-
Ject, is brought bhefore us especially ‘at this season,
when we are - celebrating: the Assumption of our

- Blewed Lady-the Molbier of {ied into heaven. We
believe it on the authority of the Church; but,
viewed in the light of reason, it is the fitness of this
termination of her carthly course, which so per-
suasively recommends it to our minds: we feel it
“ougit” to bej that it “becomes™ her Lord and
Son thus to provide for one who was so singular and
special both in herself and ber relations to Him. We
find that it is simply in harmony with the substance
and main outlines.of the doclyrine of the Tncarnation,
and that without it Catholic teaching would have a
character of incompleteness, and would disappoint
our pious expeclations. .

Let us direct our thoughts to this subject to-day
my brethren 5 and with a viéw of helping you to do
so, I will first state what the Church has taught and
defined from the first ages concerning the Blessed
Virgin, and then you will see how naturally the devo-
tion which her children show her, and the praises
with which they honor ler, follow from it.

Now, as you know, it has been held from the first,
and defined from an early age, that Mary is the
Mother- of God. She is not merely the Mother of
our Lord’s manhcod, ov of our Lord’s body, but she
is to be considered the Mother of the Word Him-
self, the Word incarnate. God, in the Person of
the Word, the Sccond Person of the All-glorions
Trinity, humbled Flimself to become her Son. Nozn
horrutst Virginis wterum, as the Clurch sings,
“Thou didst not,shrink from the Virgin’s womb.”
He took the substance of Ilis human fesh from her,
and clothed in it e lay within her, and He bore it
about with Him after bicth, as a sort of badge and
wilness, that e, though God, was lers. He was
nursed and tended by her; e was suckled by her;
He lay in her arms. As time went on He ministered
to her, -and obeyed her. IIe lived with her for
thirty years, in one house, with an uninterrupted
intercourse, and with only the saintly Joseph to share
it with Him. Slhe was the witness of His growth, of
His joys,-of His sorrows, of His prayers; she was
blest with Iis smile, with the touch of His hand,
‘with the whisper of Iis afiection, with the cxpression
of His thoughts and His feclings, for that length of
time. - Now, my brethren, wlat oughi she to be,
what is-it becoming that she should be, who was so
favored 7 C :

_-Such a question was once asked by a leathen
kfng, when he would place one of his subjects in a
- dignity: becoming the rclation in which he stood
. towards him.. That subject had saved the king’s
life, and what was to be daone fo him in return? The
 king asked,  What should be done'to 1he man whom

the ‘king: desireth to honor?”  And he reccived the
following answer: « The man whom the king wisheth
 to-honor.‘ought to be clad in-the king’s apparel, and
~ to'be. mounted-on, the king’s. saddle, and to receive
the royal‘diadem on:his.liead ; -and let the first among
g’s:princesand. presidents hold his horse, and
alk:through the. streets of. the city, and say,

Thus shall be honored whom the king hath a mind to
honor.” So stands the case with Mary; she gave
birth to the Creator, and what recompense shall be
made her? what shall e done to her, who had this

accompaniment of one whom the Almighty has deigned
to male, not ITis servant, not His friend, not His
intimate, but His superior, the source of Iis second’
being, the nurse of ITis helpless infancy, the teacher
of Iis opening years? I answer as the king was
answered 5 nothing is too high for her o whom God
owes His life ; no exuberance of grace, no excess of
glory but is becoming, but is to be expected there, |
where God has lodged Ifimsell, whence God has]
issted. Let her “be clad in the king’s apparel,”
that is, let the fulness of the Godhead so llow into
her that she may be a figure of the incommunicable
sanctily, and beauty, and glory, of God Himself;
that she may be the Mirror of justice, the Mystical
Rose, the Tower of Ivory, the House of Gold, the
Morning Star ;—let her “reccive the king’s diadem
upon her head,” as the Queen of heaven, the Mother
of all living, the ITealth of the weak, the Refuge of
sinners, the Comforler of the afflicted ;—and “let
the first among the king’s princes walk before her,”
let Angels, and Prophets,and Apostles, and Martyrss,
and all Saints kiss the hem of her garment and’
rejoice under the shadow of her throne. Thus is it
that King Solomon has risen up to meet His mother,
and bowed Mimself unto ler, and caused a seat to be

?ct :;or the King’s Mother, and she sits on His right
hand.

We should be prepared, then, my brethren, to
believe, that the Mother of God is full of grace ang
glory, from the very fithess of such a dispensation,
even though we had not been taught it; and this fit-
ness will appear still more clear and certain when we
contemplate the subject more steadily.  Consider
then, that it has been the ordinary rule of .God’s
dealings with us, that personal sanctity shovld be the
attendant_upon high spiritual dignity of place or
worl. The Angels, who, as the word imports, are
God’s messengers, are also perfect in loliness;
“without sanctity no one shall see God;” no defiled
thing can enter the courts of heaven ; and the higher
its inhabitants are advanced in their inistry about
the throne, the holier are they, and the decper in their
contemplation of that oliness upon which they wait.
The Seraphim, who immediately surround the Divine
Glory, cry day and night, * Toly, Holy, Lord God
of hosts.”® So is it also on carth; the Prophets
have ordinarily not only gifts, but graces ; tley ave
not only inspired to know and to teach Gols will,
but inwardly converted to obey it. Those then only
can preach the truth duly, who feel it personaliy;
those only transmit it fully from God to man, who
have in the transmission made it their own.

I do not say that there are no exceptions to this
rule, but they admit of an casy explanation ; I do not
say that it never pleases Almighty God to convey any
intimation of His will through bad men; of course
He turns all to good. By all, even the wicked, Iie
accomplishes Tis purposes, and by the wicked He is
glorified. Gur Lord’s death was brought about by
His enemies, who did His will, while they thought
they were gratifying their own. Caiphas, wlho con-
trived and cficeted it, was made use of to predict it.
Balaam prophesicd good of God’s people in an carlier
age, by a divine compulsion, when he wished to
prophesy evil.  This is true ; but in such cases Divine
Merey is plainly overraling the evil, and showing 1Tis
power, without recognising or sanctioning the instru-
ment. And again, it is true, as He tells us Himself,
that in the last day “ Many shall say, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in Thy Name, and in Thy
Name cast out devils, and done many miracles ¥ and
that e shall answer, “ I never knew you.”” This, T
say, is undeniable ; it is undeniable first, that those
who have prophesied in God’s Name may afterwards
fall from God, and lose their souls, Let a man be
ever so lioly now, he may fall away; and, as present
grace is no pledge of perseverance, mueh less are
present gifts; but how does this show that gilts and
graces do mot commonly go together?  Again, it is
underiiable that those who have had miraculous gifts
may nevertheless have never been in God’s favor, not
cven when they exercised them; as I will explain
presently.  But I am now spcaking, not of having
gilts, but of being prophets. "o be a prophet 1s
something much more personal than to possess gifts.
It is a sacred office, it implies a mission, and is the
distinction, not of the enemies of God, but of His
friends. ~ Such is. the Secripture rule ; who was the
first prophet and preacher of justiee? Tnoch, who
walked “ by faith”” and *pleased God,” and was
taken from a rebellious world. Who was the
second? “ Noe,” who ¢ condemned the world, and
was made heir of the justice which is through faith.”
‘Who was the next great prophet? Moses, the law-
giver of the chosen people, who was the « meekest of

relationship to the Most High? what shall be the fit;

\rnll men who dwell on the carth.””  Samuel comes
mext, who served the Tiord from his infancy in the
LCemple 5 and then David, who, if he fell into sin,
repented, and was < a man after God’s heart.,” And
in like manner Job, Llias, Isaias, Jeremias, Danicl,
and above them all St. John Baptist, and then again
St. Peter, St. Paul, St. John, and the rest, are all
especial instances of hevoie virtue and patterns to their
breihren.  Judas is the exception, but this was by a
particular dispensation to enbance our Eord’s humilia-
tion: and sutlering.

IF then such be the case with those “ to whom the
word of God was made,” what shall we say of lher,
who was so favored that the true and substantial
Word, and not Iis shadow or His voice, was, nnt
merely made in her, but born of her? who was not
merely the organ of God’s message, but the origin of
His human existence, the living fountain from which
He diew His most precious blood, and the material of
Ilis mest Jioly flesh?  Was it not fitting, besccined
it not, that she should be prepared for this ministra-
tion' by some speeial sanctifieation t Do not earthly
parents so by their infants? do they paut them oul to
strangers ? do they eamnmit them to any chance person
to suekle them? ISven irreligious parents would
show a certain tenderness and solicitude heve, though
they did not understand or regard what was good and
pleasing in the sight of God ; and shall not Giod Him-
self show it when 1¥e commits His Bterual Word to
the custody of man? Nature witnesses in like man-
ner to the communion between sanctity and truth; it
anticipates that the fountain from which pure doctrine
comes, should itsell be pure ; that the seat of divine
teacling, and the oracle of faith, should be the abode
of Angels; that the consecrated hoine, in which the
word of God is claborated, and whence it issues {orth
for the salvation of the many, should be holy, as that
word-is holy. **Mcre you see the difference between
the office of a Prophet and a mere gilt, such as that
of.agiracles. . Miracles are the simple and direct work
of God ; the worker of them is but an instrulent or
organ. And in conscquence he need not be holy,
because Le has not, strictly speaking, a share in the
work. So again the power of administering the
Sacraments, which is supernatural and miraculous,
does not imply personal holiness; nor is there any
thing surprising in God giving Lo a bad man this
gift, or the gift of miracles, any more than in His
giving him any natural talent or gift, strength or
vgility of frame, cloquence or medical skill, It is
otherwise with the oftice of preaching and prophesy-
mg, and of this T have been speaking ; for the truth
first goes into their winds, and is apprehiended and
fashioned there, and then comes out from them as, in
‘one sense, its source and its parent.  T'he divine word
is begotten in them, and the offspring has their
features and tells of them. They are not like “ the
dunb animal, speaking with man's voice,” on which
Balaam rode, a mere instrument of God’s word, but
they have ¢ received an unction from the Ioly One,
and they know all things,” and ¢ where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty ;7 and while they deliver
what they have received, they cnforee what they fecl
and know. ¢ We have Anown and belicved,” says
3t. John, ¢ the charity which God hath to us.”

So has it been all through the listory of the
Church 3 Moses does not write as David ; nor Isaias
as Jeremias ; nor St. John as St. Paul.  And so of
the great Doctors of the Church, St. Athanasius, St.
Avgustine, St. Ambrose, St. Leo, St. Thomas, cach
has his own manner, cach speaks his own words,
though he speaks the while the words of God.  "They
speak from themsclves, they speak from the heart,
they speak in their own persons, from their own ex-
perience, with their own farguments, with their own
deductions, with their own modes of expression.—
Now can you fancy, my brethren, such hearts, such
feelings 1o he unholy 7 how could it be so, without
defiling, and thereby nullifying, the word of God?
Tf one drop of corruption malkes the purest water
worthless, as the slightest savor of bitterness spoils
the most delicate viands, how can it be that the word
of truth and holiness, can proceed profitably from
impure lips and an carthly heart? No, asis the trec,
so is the [ruit 5 ¢« beware of false prophets,” says our
Lord ; and then He adds,  {rom their fruits ye shall
know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles ” Is it not so, my brethren? which
of you would go to ask counsel of another, however
learned, however gifted, however aged, if you thought
him unholy ? nay, though you feel and are sure, as far
as absolution goes, that a bad priest could give it as
really as a holy priest, yet for advice, for comfort,
for instruction, you would not go to one whom you
did not respect. ¢ Out of the abundance of the
heart, the mouth speaketh;” “a good man out of the
good treasure of his heart bringeth forth good, and
evil - : .
and soisit also

So then is it in the case of the soul ;

an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth-

in the case of the body; as the offspring of lioliness
is holy in spivitual births, so is it here also. DMary
was no mere instrument in God’s dispensation ;- the
‘Word of God did not merely come and go; e did
not merely pass through her, as e may pass through
us in IZoly Communion; it was no heavenly bady
which the JSternal Son assumed, fashioned by the
Angels, and brought down to this lower world: no,
ITe imbibed, 1le sucked up lLer blood and her sub-
stance into His Divine Person ; He became man of
her 3 and received her lineaments and her features as
the semblance and character under which He should
manifest Ilimsell to the world. Iis likeness would
show whose Son He was. Thus s Mother is the
first of Prophets, for of her came the Word bodily ;
she is the sole oracle of truth, for the Way, the
T'ruth, and the life, vouchsafed 1o be her Son ; she is
the one mould of Divine Wisdom, in which It was
indelibly cast.  Swrely then, if “the first fruit be
hioly, the mass alse is holy ; aud il the reot be hely,
so are the branches.” Tt was natural, it was fitting,
that so it should be ; it was congruous that, whatever
the Omnipotent could work in the person of the
finite, should be wrought in her. 1t was to be ex-
peeted that, ift the Son was God, the Mother should
be as worthy of lim, as creature can be worlhy of
Creator; that grace should have in her “its perfeet
work ;» that, if she bore the Jiternal Wisdom, she
should be that ercated wisdon in whem ““is all the
grace of the Way and the "Truth;” that il she be
the Mother of “ fair love, and fear, and knowledge,
and holy hope,” “she should give an ador like cin-
namon and balm, and sweefness like to choice myrrh.”
Can we sct bounds to the holiness of her who was
the Mother of the Holicst?

Such then is the truth ever cherished in the deep
heart of 1he Church, and witnessed by the keen ap-
prehension of her children, that no limit but those of .
created nature can be assigned to the sanctity. of
Mary. ~Did’ Abraliam believe that a son-'should be-
born to him of his aged wife 7 then Mary’s faith was
greater whien she accepted Gabriel’s message.  Did
Judith consecrate her widowhood (o God Lo the sur-
prise of her people ? much more did Mary, from her
first youth, devote her virginity. Did Samuel when
a child inhabit the Temple, secluded from the world 2
Mary too was by her parents lodged in the same holy-
precinets, at the age when children begin to choose
between good ard evil.  'Was Solomon on his Dhirth
called  Dear to the Lord 7 and shall not the des-
tined Mother of (God be dear to Him, from the mo-
ment she was born? Buat farther stil ; St. John
Baptist was sanctified by the Spirit before Hisbirth ;
shall Mary be only cqual to him? is it not fitting that
her privilege should surpass his? is it wonderful, if
grace, which prevenied his birth by three months;
should in her ease vun up to the very first moment of
her being, outstrip the imputation of sin, and be be-
foreband with the usurpation of Satan? Mary must
surpass all the Saints ; the very fact that certain pri-
vileges arc known Lo have been theirs, proves to us at
onee, from Lhe necessily of the case, that she Lad the
same and higher.  Iler conception was immaculate,
in order that she might surpass all Saints in the date
as well as the fulness of her sanclification.

But, though the grace bestowed upon her was so
incomprehensibly great, do not therefore suppose, my
brethren, that it excluded her co-operation; she, as
we, was on her trial ; she, as we, could have chosen
the worse part 3 she, as we, inercased in grace 5 she,
as we, merited the increase.  Tlereis another thought
leading to the conclusion which T have heen drawing.
She was not like some inanimate work of the Creator,
made beautiful and glorious by the faw of its being;
she ended, not began, wilh her full perfection. She
had a first grace and a second grace, and she gained
the second from her use of the first.  She had the
power of rejecting grace, and therefore the power of
meriting evil in proportion as she had been visited
with good. She was altogether a moral agent, as
others; she advanced on, as all saints do, from
strength to strength, from height to height, so that at
five years old she had merited what she had not merit-
ed at her birth, and at thirteen what she had not
merited at five. 'Well, my brethren, of what was she
thought worthy, when she was thirleen? what did it
seem fitting to confer on that poor child, at an age
when most children have not began to think of God
or themsclves, or 1o use the grace Ile gives them at
all; at an age, when many a Saint, as he is in the
event, is still in the heavy'slumber of sin, and is merit-
ing, not good, but evil at the hands of his just Judge?
It befitted the sanctity with which she was Dy that
time beautified, that she should be raised to the dig-
nity of Mother of God. There is doubtless no mea-"
sure between human nature and God’s rewards; e .
allows us to merit what we cannot clainm except’ from -
His allowance. He promises us heaven for our good .
deeds here, and under the covenant of “that promise™
we-are justly said to merit it; though heaven is an'in- "
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