THHX L.ADIES JOURN.AL.

Keopineg Accounte.

During the past few years there has been
a great awakening on the part of the house-
keepers of Canada to the fact that our man-
ner of living has been exceedingly wasteful
and luxurious. Thisbhasbeencarried tosuch
o degrce as unnecessarily to burden the
heud  of the family and 1n some instances,
the demands from the family for alarger in-
come have been so urgent asto lead him
even to commit crime to obtain the means
to gratify extravagant tastes. Nine-tenths
of “the forgeries, robberies, and business
failures are said to bo directly traceable to a
stylo of living in the home not compatible
with the income.

Fortunately, the practics of cconomy is
becoming more fashionable, and it is not o
common  as formerly to boast of sctting an
extravagant table, orot furnishing one’s
house expensively ; now, men and women
are congulting together in regard to ways
and means of making a little do a good deal.
The excellent housckecping joarnals to be
found in every home are inducing much
thought and disccsaion of practical value.

Wa have learned and are learning much
from other nations—irem Italians, Germans,
French, and even from the much-derided
Chinese—about cheaper living. When we
observe how foreigners live, when wo see
them coming and taking work from Cana.
dian laborers because they will do it more
cheaply, then livingon lesa than one-quart.
erof even these small earnings which Cana-
dian workmen refuse, and soon accumulatin,
enough to insure a comfortable livelihoo
through old age—when we sce this repeated-
ly, it may well cause us to_pause and con-
sider our ways. If this can be done by them
why may not we with better wages, makea
greater margin between our receipts and ex-
penditures and so become independent ? 1t
is common for our workmen to live well,
dress showily, travel somewhat, and indulge
freely in various amusements, although they
own home and have not oncdollar in reserve
with which to provide for emergencies. Is
not such improvidence culpable? Eng-
lish ladies of blue Dblood wear, for
years, dresses neatly darned and mend.
ed, and are not ashamed of it. Foreign.
ers claim with truth, that many of our
laborers live better than their titlednobility.
Many of us have only to realize our short-
comings to correct the evil ; we need to see
a list of our expenditures in black and white
to understand where wemay retrench.  We
donot understand where themoney hasgone,
as we aure quite sure we have only bought
what was needful, It is usually the many
little things that pick away the money and
when we add our figures we realize more
fully how even a few cents become many
dollars. The habit of carcless and thought-
less expenditure can be corrected by forcing
one’s sclf * to count the cost.”

How much has it cost you, housckeepers,
the past year for the living cxﬁcnses of your
families? How much per week has it cost
for rent, how much for fuel, how muchon an
average for the raw material of food consum-
ed by each member of your family? Again,
how mu:h have you gained (or saved) for
Leing boarding mistress for your tamily ? In
other wards, how much less has it cost you,
doing the work yourself, than for each of you
10 have boarded av a fair price, thus leaving
your time free to devote to some other, per-
haps lucrasive employment ?

Would it not be curious to have the pri-
vilege of compurin% the difterent answers
that might be given by one hundred different
housewives, in different sections of the
country, it may be, butall in similar circum-
stances? Some would learn by the results
of their figures (but do these exist? ‘‘ay,
there s the rub”)thatit would haveleenmuch
tess expensive for them to have boarded, as
well as much cusier for the home mistress.
¢ Tlen has all my work been for nsught 7
asks the discouraged and hard-worked home-
maker. Noj; probably not in any other way
than financially, for you nave given your
fomily a sweet and enjoyable home lite, not

vocurable even in the best of boarding
{:ouscs. “But why have I not succeeded
finacially 21 thought it was cheaper to keep
house than to board.”

There are anany women who pity them-
selves for befng kept in the treadmill of ar-
dous housework, who, it it was suggested to
them to board awhile and get vested, would
declare they could not aflord such an extra-
vagauce as bourding, when, at that very
time their own expenses in their homes were
one-third more than it would cost for good
bLoard. Yor such, would it not be a good
idea to board awhile and tuko lessons from
their boarding mistress in economicul man-
agement ¢ These good people have no idea
that it does cost them more than to bourd
and in thut lies their fault. I8 it not the
duty of every housekecper to take un inven.
tory at least onco u year, as the merchant
does 2 Should she not make an estimate of
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30.—No. 4824.—Lap1rs’
Brouvst. PRICE 25 ciNTs.

Quantity of Material (21 inches wide) for
30 incbes, 4} yards; 32 inches, 43 yurds ;34
inches, 4% yards; 36 inches, 3} yards; 38
inches, 5 yards ; 40 inches, 5} yards.

Quantity of Material (42 inches wide) for
30 inches, 23 yards; 32 irches, 2} yards s 3
inches, 2§ yards ; 36 inches, 23 ynrds; 38
inches, 2§ yards ; 40 inches, 2§ yards,

If made of materials illustrated, )1 yards
of 42.inch material, and 14 yards of 21.inch
sillc will be vequired for the medium sizes.

No. 4612.—LaDIES’ GATIHERED
Price 23 crxrs.

Quantity of Material (21 inches wide) for
2224, 26, 29 inches, 8} yards; 30, 32 inches
98 yards.

Quantity of Material (42 inches wide) fo,
22, 24, 26,28, 30, 32 inches, 47 yards.

Ribbon velvet for the medium size, 12
yards.

Tigr. 30.—The graceful and stylish model,
Pattern No. 4824, shows a lady’s helted
blouse of the very latest style. The top is

K

laid in small pleats of very novel and pretty
cticet.  The collar—which should be of vel-
vet or plush, while the blouse itself is pretti-
cst in the finest umong woolen materials—is
of velvet. Flannel may be used with vel-
veteen for the collar, belt, and cuffs—these
are ¢ parted” like the top of a gauntlet
glove-—and for the trimming of the skirt
which forms the accompanying pattern.
The sleeves are high, but not very much
raised, and are gathered at the wrist and
quite roomy at the elbow. A rosette tinish-
es the broad belt of this desirablo model.
Price 25 cts.

In Pattern No. 4642 will bo found the
gathered skirt which although the above-
given blonse may be worn with almost any
skirt, is the best to go with it. It should
he in the same fine woolen goods, or, if pre-
ferred, in flannel, ¢ outing cloth,” or cash-
were of inexpensive kind, and is gathered
at the belt, and falls all around the figure in
full, straight folds. Atthe hemthereisa very
broad trimming of the belt, cuff, and collar
material seen on the blouse, and above this
broad vand arctwo others, the top being
the narrower.  ’rice 30 cents.

her probable income for the ensuing yea
based on the expenses of the preceding yea
and then a corresponding estimate of wha
the cutlay shall be, governing her ways ac
cordingly ? Should she not plan and exceute
her plans with care, forothought, and judg-
ment, uot permitting herselt to live from
hand to mouth, spending at haphazard and
coming outat the end of the yearalways be-
hind?  The wealthy, perhaps, can aflord to
spend carelessly, but can we, whose in-
comes are limiled and who have only the
work of one man to earn for us the necessa-
rics of life ?

The malter of account-keeping is not so
dificult a8 many imagine, amf the practice,

crsisted in, soon becomes habit. Youmay
icep your accounts in the simplest, easiest
way—only, keep themn ; know where you
stand, know how much it costs you to live.
Lnter with its datc of purchaso every arti-
cle bought, every expenditure made. Keep
your account book (costing five cents serves
the purposcas wellas vnebound in morocco)
hung in the handiest place, with a pencil
always attached. Mun{ abandon the habit
because they wait for elaborate book-keep-
ing, snd for pen and ink.

Were Jay Gould drowning ho would still
try to float his bonds.

But One Talent.

Yo who yoursclves of larger worth esleem
n common mortals, liston to my dream,
And learn the lessons of life's cozening chest,
Tho coinago of deceit.

—The angel. guardian of my youth and age,
Spread out before e an account-hook’s page,
Saylng ** This coluinn warks what thou dust

owe,—
Tho gain thou hast toshow.”

“Spirit,” I sald, ** I know, alas too well

Iow poor the tale thy record has tg tell,

Much I received,—thelittie 1 have brougtt
Seems by its side as naught.

“Five talents, all of Ophir's purest gold,

Theso five fair caskets ranged before thee hold;

The tirst cun show a few poor shekels' gain,
The rest unchanged remain,

. Bripging my seanty tribute, overawadl,
To Him who reapeth where Lo hath not straw-

cd,
Itremble like & culprit when I count
My whole vast dcbtz amount.

* What will he say to onc from whors vgTo
o

Ten talents, when he comes with les< than twoi
Whatcan I do but shudder and nwnit
Theslolhful servant's fatet”

=As looks a mother onan erring child
The angel lgoked mie in the face ind »miled :
How couldst thou, reckoning with thyself,
contrive
To count thy talents five?

“ These caskets which tiy flattering fancies

Ud,
Not u‘f] with Ophir's precious ore arc filled ;
Thy debt is slender, for thy gift was small §
One tident~that was all.

“ Thia‘sccond casket, with ils grave pretense,
Is wc;ghty with thine Ignorance, dark and
aense,
Bave Iovr‘n single glowworm's glimmering light
To mock its murky night.

“ Thoulihird conccals the Dullness that was
ne,

How could thy mind its Jack of wit divine?

Let not what lleaven assigned thee Lring thee

amc;
Thy want is not thy shame.

* The foucth, so light ta lift, so fair to sce,

I filled to bursting sith thy Vanity,

The vaporous breath that kept thy ‘hopes alive
¥ counting onc as five.

* These held buc littlo, but the fifti held less—
Onl{ l)l&pk vacuum, naked nothingness,
Anidiot’s portion. He who gave it knows

Its claimant nothing uwes.

“Thrice happy paper he whose last aceount
Shows on tho debter fido the Jeast amount!
The more thy gifts, tho mure thy needs must

P“g s
n life's dead reckoning day.”

—Humbled, not gricving (o he undeccived

I woke, from fears of hopetess debt relieved ;

From sp{mni gifts but =1nal) returns are duo~—
Thaok Heaven, § had so few!

OLver WENDELL ITOLMES.

Two Lovers.

Two lovers by a moss-grown spring ;
They Jeaned soft chiceks tnzether there,
Mingled the durk and sunny hair,

And heard tho wooing thrushes sing.

€) budding time!
Q love's best prime !

Two wedded from the portal stept ;
Tho bell made happy caroling=,
‘The air wns softas winning wings,

White petals onthe pathway slept,

O pure-eyed bride!
O tender pride !

Two faces o’cr o cradle hent ;
Two hands above the head were lockea ;
"l‘hesc pressed each other while they rocked.
Those wutched alife that love has sent.
QO solemn hour!
Q hidden power!
Two parcuts by the evening fire ;
‘The red light fell abiout their knees
On hends that 1 ¢
Like buds upon the iily spire.
O patient dite?
O lenderstrire
The two still sat together there,
‘The red light shone about their knees,
But all the heads by slow degrees
Hadgone und left it loncly pair.
Ovoyage fast !
O vanished past!
The red light shone upon the floar,
And nude the clween them wido
And drew their irg up side by side,
Their pale check ‘.wl, and suid,
more!”
O memorie:
O pactthat is?

* OQuco

—~Grouce Enor

Luxury in ‘(ravel.

Elegant new buffet slecping cars, especial-
ly built for this service, leave Union station
daily, except Sunday, at +.55 p.m., running
tirrough without change to New York City
over the popular W est Shore route. Lunches
areserved on these cars, and they contain
cvery comfort and convenience, and are so
perfect in all theirappointments that a trip
to New York is made a pleasure, ull tedious
transfers and the annoyance of lunch coum-
ters being dispensed with,  Sundays leave
Toronto at 12.20 p. wm. connecting with
through car at Hamilton.

He—** Hello ! [ wonder where my hat has
gone?” Sho (glancing at the clock)—*“1I¢
must have gono home.™



