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( From the Clurch foclectic)

Tnerensed interest is evidently heing tukenin
Church Sunday Schools. There is abundant
ground foril. L is called for by their existing
defects : the diflicultics in the way of their radi-
cul inprovement, and the  vitul importance
which nttaches to their churacter and work,
There are problems fouching these points which
are hardly exceeded in gravity hy any con-
nected with the canenieal work of the Chureh
and which, in not a few enses, reem ineapable
of wolution,

Tho Sunday Sehool has beeome @ prime face-
tor in the home-worlk of tho Churel, 1t is the
direet wnd most potent feeder of the Contirma-
tion clars, and, through that of the Chureh it
gell, 1t s abuost the only ageney thraigh
which  yowng communicants  can he  well
grounded in the doetrines and usages of the
Church, "The Confirmation Class has its propir
placo in suecession, amd onght to be male as
gound and as effective in its lessons as is pos-
giblo. Mueh, very wuel indeed, vemitins to he
done in this divection; awl it onght (o be morg
curnestly and widely attempted.  Bat the time
which it in possible Lo give 1o the training of
the Confirmation elass is commonly too limited,
aned rogalie nttendanee and systematic study
too hard to seenrve, to make it o suflicient
agoeaey, withou! the previous work of the Sun-
duy School, [l is enongh for 3G 36 it supple-
menin the Sunday School teaching and training
with higher inslruction in the Catechism, the
purts and ures of the Prayer Book, amd the na-
. ture, elaims and funetions of the Chareh.

Indect], nne might go farther than Chis, and
s nflirm Lhe Sunday School, vightly constituted
and conducted, to b veally our ehiel” depen-
deneo for a proper gropnding ofadnlt communi-
cants in fundamental Chareeh trath, Not, of
course, that they are to he tound in the Sunday
School ¢liasses,~it is a misfortune, and a re-
pronch to our religion, that they are not com-
monly there as teachers, -=bat that these whe
by grown up in the Charel trom their ehili-
hootd may have leen thas properly trained in
the Sundny School.  Ax for any other prepara-
tion of adulix for Confirmation, it is impossible
{o get them engged inoany class for instrue.
tion, and private, or ndividuad justruction,—
hadf the time next to impracticable,-—ix, at the
best, limited and desultory,  Beyond  this —as
fow will give any attention to selffinstruction
by reading,~thoir only chance for growth in
knowledgo of Churelr truth ties in the weekly
deliverances of the pulpit, This is too often
cither unequal to skilled tenehine or is o
Ygore et and hindered” against  docetrinal
preaching to be able to dispel any sueh ignor-
aneo ax is not only natural, bt is wlso continu-
ally oozing into the Churele from the Denome
inntions,

The true mission of the Charch Sunday
Schwol, then, is to prepare the way tor the ton-
frmation class teaching and pulpit instruction,
by laying a—simple it may be bat yot,—sound
and  solid foundation of Churech trath i the
child's mind, heart and tife.  This is to be done
only by thoroughly estaldizhing the ehild in the
knowledge of the Catechism, and by habituating
him in some important measure {o the use of
the Prayer Buok wid the Chureh servives, Dry
and uninteresting, hard to dearn and diflicult to
toneh, as many think it, the valne of the wrmer
cannat bo overestimated.  No tewer words have
been written than the following, from the pen
of an English Roman Catholie essayist: * Hwo
would discover the seeret of the wlolesome in-
fluoncy exoreised by Anglicanism upon the gen-

cral mind of the eountry for generations, we
shull find it in the pages of the Book of Com-
mon Prayer which put before us u ¢ Catechism,’
that is to suy, an instruction to be learned by
every person before he be bronght w be eon-
firmed by the Bishop; a beantiful document in
which the primary verities of Christian faith
and morals are impressed upon the tender mind,
in language nt onee simple and stately as that
aof the linglish Bible)”  These words might well
he inseribed in letters of gold on the walls of
every Sunday School room, They ure enough
of themselves to demeonstrate the folly of the
tou common practice of tarmng aside, under
one pretence or another, to the ® Leaflet” and
“(Juestion  Book,” with their diluted wund
rambling “study of the Bible,”—the favorite
instrumentalities of the seets, 2 practical con-
eession to their methods, often colorless us their
undenominationalism, wnd even when clothed in
Churchly guise, & sort of reflection upon the
value of the Catechism pure and simple.

"T'he successful teaching of the simple Cale-
chizm, of course, depends Jurgely upon the ca-
1 uhility of the teacher, and theiden entertained
ol the true method of teaching.  Fovr example,
much as we may admire her generous devotion
in wndertaking, in the absence of adult teach-
ers, the cmre and instrucetion of the Sunday
Sehool class) the young givl herselfhalf-tanght,
with no understanding of whatit is to teach the
Catechismy, and with no experience in teaching,
and, perhaps, no native aptivude for ity we can-
not expeet the Sunday Schuol to attuin any
reul suceess through such agencies. Bt asidle
from this widely existent aml almost insur-
monntible diflicubty s to teachers, we are con-
stantly Lhaving to meet and conlend with alien
notions, and blind objectiony to the simple teach-
ing of the Catechism—objections which are gen-
erally as stubliorn as they ure preposterous.

To some persons it is an objection that the
stidy of the Catechism primarily and neees-
sarily is so mueh a matler of “mere memoriz-
ing.”  But how short-sighted and unintelligent
thiz is ! T'he child’s first learning is always the
noting, aud fixing in the memory, ol forms as
fitets, The reabzing of these tforms as facts
comes later; and fast of all, it reaches the un-
derstanding of both forms und facts us reali-
ties, The child's memory is, therclore, its
trewsire-house of materials for its future con-
sideration and comprehension. That anything,
then, at this carly stage, serves to discipline its
memory into the habit of lixing and holding
any form of “sound words” and certain truth,
is of the tirst utility,  To learn the Catechism
by heart is, then, in accordance with both the
lvws of mind and the vital importance of true
veligion,

This abjection is, however, very commonly
re-cnforeed by the plea that the child does not
and cmmot understand what le s learning.
This is only applying to the Sunday School th
absnrd principle so often Iaid down in the Pab-
lie Schools,—that the child should not be re-
quired to learn anything that he does not un-
derstand,  This has already been substantially
answered,  But it may be added that to thor-
oughly memorizo the formula first, facilitates
the work of attaining ity comprelension, both
by giving the mind the mastery of what is to
be comprehiended, and by leaving it free for the
exercise of the comprehending thought, with-

- oul having, at the same time, to toil for the lost

portions of the formula.  Besides, who does not
know that there are thousands ot things which
may be known ax fiets and truths, and muay be
elfeetively and wsefully applied, which are not
at all understood in  their inner nature or
philosoplhy ; not a few, indeed, which are even
beyond the comprehonsion of the profoundest
thinkers ¥ Especially is this true,—in reference
to revealed religion. That, indeed, would be no
true religion at all, if it did not involve profound
truths, supernatural facts, and Divine mys-
teries, which, while knowable, are necessarily

beyond finite comprehension. The rellgion of
him who will believe nothing which he does not
understand, is & compound of profound ignor-
ance and sublime cgotism. And the religion of
those who are always for holding the young
back from Church duty, because * they are not
old enongh to understand,” generally consists,
rather in fluttering themselves that they under-
stand, than in endeavoring to practice what
they really know.

Another class object, that the study of the
Cathechism is 5o dry and uninteresting. This is
simply falling in with the current craze for *‘a
gond time generally,” which would turn the
Church into s Sunday club-house, and Divine
worship into a sort of sacred amusement, The
Sunday School ought, of course, to be bright
and spirited in its conduct and generul exer-
cixes, as ameans to a greater life and earnest
ness in the class work, but not as an end in it-
self or as a “*catch-penny” device. Unfortu-
nately in the effort to increase numbers and
compete with rival schools of a proselyting
character, the struggle is not €0 much to secure
honest study and sound teachiog as to devise
attraetions, execitements, — something  which
“avill draw,” It1s puinful to see to what anex
tent in some sectarian Sunday Schools this is
arried ; into what agonizing funcifulness of il-
lustration, sentimental jingle in music, and
semistheatrienl shows and  performances, it
feads,  But this neither aceords with the aims
of" the Church nor the mission of the Church
Sunday School.  The complaint of the religious
amusement-secker, thut the study of the Cate-
chism is too dry and uninteresting is, then, of
an alien and unchurchly origin,  Besides this,
il the alleged defect appears so far real that it
seems to necessitate u change for some more
popular line of study, the fault lies in the
capacity of the teacher, erroncous aims and
methods in tenching, or someo defect in the gen-
ernl management of the Sunday School.

Another objection is, that * Bible-teaching”
should have a lavger, i not the chief place, in
{he Sunday School instruction. This, also, is
largely an importation from the sects. It isin
accordnnee with their theories that “ the Bible
and the Bibleonly is the religion of Protestants,”
and that it is competent for any one to inter-
pret the Bible for himself. It involves the pre-
valent and growing use of the leaflel systom,
and ils natural concomitant,—verse-and-text
dizsection and exposition,  Oue may cheerfully
admit the excellence of the intention which ani-
mates the current, wide-spread “ Bible Study”
ol the Sunday Schools, Bible clusses, Bible read-
ings and Prayer meeting text-repoutings of the
sects,  But when he looks at the genceral in-
crenso of superticiality in the knowledge of the
Bible, and at the startling prevalenos of levity
and irveverence in the populnruse of the words
of Huly Writ, he cannot but doubt the wisdom
ol the ngencies and mothods employed, and must
deprecate their adoption by the Chureh.  This,
however, does not fuvolve objecting to the care-
ful menwrizing of select portions of Holy Serip-
ture, such as are xet forth in the Prayer Book,
by pupils in the Sunday School, provided it
does not interfere with the paramount study of
the Catechism, The truth is,—though the
Bible-study objectors seem not to know it,—the
Catechism and Prayer Boolk are from beginning
to end instinet with Bible truth, and are, for the
aims and usos of the Church, her best instrumen-
talities for perfecting her children in the knowl-
edge of its letter and practice,

Dismissing these objections as alien and un-
tenable, it has only to be addeu that they have
been thus fully considered, not only because
they are caleulated to embarrass and mislead
those who have the charge of the Church Sun-
day Sehool, but also because they lead to the
diserediting of the Catechism as fundamental in
Chureh training, and utterly ignore the fact thut
in its character, aims and methods, the Churck
Sunday Schoul is and must be a something quite



