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THE SIJND)AY SCIUlOt>L> A ND TiHîiE
(1 IIIJICI 1.

By REV. VIlmIueK S. w.

( 'om the (hurch Eclîcli' j

IncreaseL intercst is eitly b'inug takei in

Church Simultay Schools. There is abundant
grourud for it. It i catlleL b by thueir exising

defects : the dillicillies imi Lhe ivay itf theiLr ra'il-

caLi improveentici, aid the vilt i mtance

whicli attiLhes to tih'eir abaradr an wor'k.
There arc probleis g liîitus pois ;ewhielb
are hardly excedd in gravily l'y any con-
nected with lte canmonical m 'ork o t lie Chrb ;
and which, in lot a fuw ca minapabhtle
of solution,
The Sumidiy School haS outt ine a iiie flic-

tur in tie lmie-wotli oL t urb. I i.s [lue
direct amL moicst poiiteut fleiiler fi' iili d' naiumi-
tion class, fanl, throlui'i tlat oi tît ChuriI'b il-
soi'. Il is alimîost, t.ie oinly tgen llm-ttigh

whicli 'ftnlg ciuints 'n %e we.L
groudtiiel it the loctries il isges of the
ChmuI'ebî. 'Tli Coi r nIl1i 1it itn ClIss hIs its p
place in suesin. ind IIIght to lit' mile as
soind ad is aigi iiv in ls lessons ais s
ible. Mluch, very mu'ihi i tee tmins tto lie

dJonit i li 'i ; :m' il îîuighii tt be morum'gt

carniost 1>y and widlely ait ein plid. I>tit i he t lne
which1 m il is possibltl toi give Io tihi t rainmiiîg 01f
the Conifirniuii ion lass is 'oiily' t yo limiîtiled,
amui recgularm mattendahnce andc sy)itaitije s)titiy
t Om' lu seuro, to mikl il tu suiliîiemnt
iigciy, wiltlhomil thle preuviouis work til t hte Suif-

dliy Selhool, iL is ouiigh fl r it, il' it siuiple-
nmItîS thmu Sundmiîiaiy Schooil :11t1ig :aî L 1raintin.

with hightr instruction in ' :i'chisin, th

pat.'s ad ulses of Ihlui pru'tyir Lliîok, auui i lit mai-
ture, tim s il fIi (ubuntliiIns u'f t e h(u11r'b.

114i eel, onie mliiglt gui faut letr t l:n i Lis, :mnil
aLd m I ithe Suuiylaiv S lili'u, right lv I'uîn il llel

niîl îo'uiiiuiuielu, t io b e rially ur' Chie lel au-
den e ihr api e i grouing îtmill oinuiuu-
cants in lim muiita'lîtrci truthî. Ni, ief
coursî, thal th t tIo lie ithunii in lite Suttlauy

Sthtool ltasses,--i is a misirtut, tutt t re-
proni h to loiur religion, tut Ihue tiar' nifot îomiu-
imonly tiire as l't rs -l hil) ilat tlh s>e î'wlho
live grtu î ilu i le h'iii'eb m theiir cIhili-
lood may have buen hus pr rly tr uiued in
tlie d h .\As l i'r : i llheruirepa-
tion ofadLulis loi Conirm tion, il [s ii aile
to get. themi metl in any hss fr intru.t
tion, m i privt , tir individuul imus tu'in,
hail the lime iex It im at i'al.- is, tut lhe
best, limiîted aiu desultory, lt'yuîitt this,-as
few wtill give anyti' mtltet inlî stlfinsi ruc'ion
by' readuing,---thi Lu lyi t'banîce foir groîwlh in

knowledtg u rh 'iltuth lies in thie weely
deliverances of lu pulpit. This is oo often

cithelr unteilal to skilt tet chiat' t'r 1 i

sore let and hîndered" agains dot riimla
priebinig lt li' abli lui disptl ally silt ignor-

aine aIs is iot oily naitural, Ili is ailso c'otiuli m-
ally ooziiiug ilto ihie Churii h l'rmu i lie i>n'mîu t-
amit ions.

Th trui umission of the /iwrlh Sui '
St-ool, thenl, is toreartt hluit way tir t 'uni
firmnation ass ieachliing uîî îlpit inlstriutiton,

by laying î,-simple it may lie buit 'etl,-soimtl
aimnd solid l'iItniaîution of Cuirî'th truth in tlie

child' mi:stl, hîeart and lite. This is to ie donle
oinly by t.hioghly establishing tli ild it t lue

knowîle>dge uf the tCaîtchismu, and lby hîabliiiumig
Iiii ii somei impilortant tatsur e ils of
the Pryiser lot k mlil hle Chuireb servies. I Dry
and tuiniinter'stiIg, hardi toi ui leanii ild diticîult io

tetach, as 1na11iy thilk il, the 'ah it th lormer
Cnnot be ov'restimt'u. No t ruer w'ords have

been writteni tiain the l'llo g, t'imi thi pen

of anum English Botmain t'alholi essayivist: "'lwt

wotild dicovri the Seret lit the witcuisomeiii il-

fluneu exercised by Angiism upoi the gen-

eral mird of the country for generations, we
shall fint it in the pages of the .Bock of Corn-
mon Prayer which put before us a ' Cateclisn,'
tlat is ta siy, an instruction to be learned by

every iperson before le be brought to be con-
firmud liy the ;ishop a beautifil document in

wiIl le primary vrities of Chiristian faith
and imorals are impressed upon the tender mind,
in lauiariiage ait once simple and stately ais thait

of' t lie Engl ishm Bi ble." These words miglht uel]
b inscribed in etters of' gold on the wallis of

every Sinuday Schocl roum. They are enough
of thIemcielves to demonstite lhe lotly of the
Loo coîmmîon practice of tarnîng asitle, uder
01ne pi'tence or ainother, te the " Leaiflet" and

"lQuestioni Book," with tieir diiîted and
iiiling "sI ciIiof the Iiilie,"-tlie favorite

instn l'Il ientalities of' the seUts, a practical con-
cssion tio their mt s, ofIen colorless as thii r

udniiat inlmism, and even wlien clothed in
Churhely guise, a sort of' releutioin uipoi the

alie If, i lae Catechisn pure and simple.
The succssful teachilig of the simple Cate-
1isii, i' core, dlepends hairgely ipoi the ea-

I aLility of the teacher, anid the idea eitertained
(il, t tlue cl î iethod of, ta ching. For example,

nîibii Is we Imiay timire lier nusiIiî'i'îa devotion
mîiud'tinig, i li abnce i' aidult teahuli-

ors, ilme taui and instruction of lthe Suniday
Siehool chass, Il e>young girmi heselihalf-taught,
wil h ni understning Iof what it is to teaeli lie

Catechiliim. and with nio experice iii teaching,
aid, perhaps, tit native aptitude olr il, we cai-
not exptct the Sunilay Sthîool to> attaii any

rluare thlu stuch a'genucic. luit asi-le
irmniî thtis widiely cxistent and1 almst isr-

uiniîitable dillienîity ILS toi teaclers, wue are coi-
siantly itaiig to Iteet anid coileild witlh alienî

notuiltîts. and blindi objectiois to tLe siipIlle tlech-
ing, o tle (auluism-bjectiais whîici re gel-
urtiiiv as stibliori aIs they are >repoterous.

To soime puisons it is an objection that the
stl oi f the Catechim prailyI 1 n1 d nees-

sarily i So li mchi ai mIti le of "merce ieimioriz-
n."utc. i howt sho rt-sighted and ninteligent

thiis s '!Tlie titild's first leariiig is alwa:ys the
nioling, :ut ixiiig ii lthe mmiiory, of' firiis as

cis. ''e rehi rg of thest e forms ais fct s
tmetil' ]Ilter ; aluil hist of ai, il rene hes the tut-

desanigof' b)Oth foms and facts1 ais reali-
lies. The chilt's nemory is, tuhereIor'e, its

t reasure-house of imterials to' its l'iiiiire coi-
sidlerationi and comlprehlension. That1 anlyinlg,
tlitn, ait this early stage, serves to discipline ils

iiemoryîî'v iinto the habit of' tix intg and holiing
tnilt> ihir of' d wor-'s and c taiin trulti,
is ofI the tirsi tiility. To learn the Catclhismî

bli tar is, thein, inm accordac wîith both t Ie
ltws o ilmind' aid Ile vital importance of true

re'Ligiîtn.
This iuje'ctii is, howevervry connnmitly

re-entrecul by the pla that ith u ild does nlot
an vannlot understan whtie is .larning.

This is oily:apling to the SiunIaîy SLcool th
tbsu priniple u often laid dowi in the Pub-

li Schoels,-hat te child shoulid iot be re-
quired to liailn antyt liig that lie doces nlot un-
dter'stand. This lîas ailr'eady beein suîbsîtantially

answerel. uit it may be addui thait to lior-
tghl eimloiize the fomiuîla first, fImeilitaites

IlIt et of aiainuitg its compiirehtelnsioni, both
b 0 giving tie ind the iastery of whatt is to

be cmitprehendd, and by leaving it free fiur the
exe'is lue cf mImpreheiling t glt, with-

ouît haîviIg, ait fite satme tite, to toil oir tle lost
portions of the ihunla. Bebides, w'ho dio<ies not
kmnow that there tire ihiousanlds of thiigs which
maiy lue kiown as lets and truits, and miay Le
clieeeiively a usefully ap plied, whih are not

t ail Iunderstood in their innier nature or
philosophy ; not a Ifew, indeed, which are even
beyoid tle comprehiension of the profonidest
t hiI iLers specially is t his trie,--ii reference
to revaled religion. That, indeed, would be nuo
tru religion ia ail, if it did mot involve prufoutnd

Iulis superntural facts, ain Divine mIvs-
teries, whiclu, while knowable, are necessarily

beyond finite comprehension. The rellgion of
him who wil believe nothing which lie does not
understand, is a comnpound of profound ignor-
ance and sublime egotisni. And the religion of
those who are always for holding tbe young
back fron Churcli duty, because " they are not
old enougi to undersfaad," generally consists,
rather in flattering thenselves that they under-
stand, tlian in endeavorinmg to practice what
they really knoV.

Another class object, that the study of' the
Cathcelism is so dry and uniter-estiay. This is
simply falling in with the current craze for ''a
gond time generally,- which would turi thei
Clurch into a Sunday club-house, and Divine

woirslhip into a sort ofsacred amusement. The
Sunday School ouglt, of course, to be bright

and spirited in its conduct and general exer-
eises, as a mians to a greater life and earnest-
nemss in the chiss work, but not as an ond in it-
self or as a " catch-penny" device. Uifortu-
nîately ini [lie effort to increase nunibers and
eompete withî rival scelools of a proselyting
character, the struggle is not so mich to secure
honest study and souind teaching as to devise
attri'ctiots, exciteimetints, -somethlig wluch

w iill d Irw.'t is painful to see to what an ex
telIt inl somnie sect'ian Sunda; Slools tiis is
cairried ; ilnt) what agonizing fztneifulness of il-
ilistration. seuiincutital jiigle in musie, and

semi-trical shows and performanees, it
leaids. Jiu this niither acords with the aims
otf tle Chulirch nor the mission of the Churcli

Sunday Shel i. 'flic comnp lainlt Of the religious
amuiemeit-seeker, that the study of the Cate-

cism is too dry and iiinteresutiig is, then, of
an alien and unciurchly origin. Blesides this,
if lie allegeil doeet appears so far real that à
scenis to iceessitate a cbange for scmne more
pi>pular lifte of study, tie fault lies in the
captaity or the teau]cr, erronceus aims and
metiods in teacling, or smne defect in the gen-

eral management o the Sunday School.
Alotlier ob'jection is, that " Bible-teaching"

shotild ae a Liger, il ilot the cihief ilace, in
the Suiday Sulcool instruction. This, also, is
larî'geiy ain importation frot the sects. It is in

itcIortniewiitt Wiî h their thcories that "l the Bible
aid flic ible oily is the religion of'Protestants,"
adi that il is Coipeteit l'or amniy cime to inter-

pret the ible for himlîacIf It involves the pre-
valet and grwing use of the leallet systeni,
.nd it ils liatral ccoiitant,-vrse-and-text
dissection aild exposition. One, milay eh ceerfully
adtit tLe excellence of the intention which ani-
iaites tie current, w'ide-spread " BiblI Study"

of the Suinday Semcls, Bible c lasscs, Bible read-
ings and Prayer meetino g text-repetinmgs of the
scets. Blut whtein lIe loois at the general in-
cIease f superiinality i the knowleldge of the
Bible, ai ait the startliimng pr'ecalenoe of levity

munîd irrevertc'i in the pulmular use of the words
of Hcily Writ, lie cannot but doubt the wisdom

(f the agencies and iietlods emnployed, and nust
depete' tlieir adoption by the Ciuh. This,

however, does not iiivolve objecting te the care-
lfil iemîorizing or select portions of 11oly Scrip-
ture, sucih as aire sut fbrth in the Prayer Book,
by pupils iii the Sunday Seool, provided it
does lot iiterfer'e with the paranount study of
the Catechism. The truth is,-though the
.HRihle-study objectors seen not te know it,-the
t'a iu m and Prayer Book are from beginning
to eal instinct icilh Bible truth, and are, for the
aims and uses of the Chureb, lier best instrmne-
tabltes for perfecting lier children in the kiowl-

cdge of its lette r and practice.
Disnissing these objections as alien and un-

tenable, it las only to be addeu that they have
been iius fully considered, niot only because
ther aire caleulited to enbarrass and mislead
those who have the charge of' the Church Sunt-
day School. but also becuse they lead to the
dliserediting cf tht Catechisn as fundainental in
Ciiucli training, and utterly ignore the fact that
in ils ciairacter, aimts and nethods, the Church

S .nday Schoul is and mnust be a something quite


