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STATES-GREAT BRITAIN ' (Cont/niud).

V.
The British Government is pledged not only in

honour, but from a just suntiment of national pride,
to defend her Empire. To quote Mr. Gladstone
once more : " She would never suffer her colonies
to be torn from ber, and would no more grudge the
cost oi defending them auainst such a consumma-
tion than the father of a family grudges the expense
of the food necessary to maintain his children."
This does not, however, involve the obligation to
adopt the dread alternative of war on account of
every small aggression or trifling misunderstanding
which may affect the relations of a colony with any
great nation with whom it comes in contact ; while,
on the other hand, the colonies are not in a position
to demand such rigorous action as they may desire.
because they contribute not one iota to the general
defence of the empire-except in certain cases-and
cannot ask as a right what may only be given as a
favour, and the cost of the citizen within the British
Isles.

These considerations must prove the unsatisfac-
tory nature of the existing Imperial system, and to
Great Britain itself the anomalies of the present
rulationship with great countries like Canada and
Australia must be evident. Of course, while the
mother country bas all the responsibility and cost
of controlling the foreign affairs of the empire, she
must have the sole executive authority ; but it is
becoming necessary to consider whether the sur-
render of a certain portion of that power to the self-
governing states of the realm in return for a corre-
sponding assumption of responsibility on their part
is not rapidly assuming the proportions of a great
national problem which must be solved. The
other alternative of permitting future separation is
one which could never commend itself to the ap-
proval of any sensible or patriotic Briton. \Vith
the loss of Canada and Australia would go the con-
trol of the seas in time of war. 'The laws of
neutrality would prevent the use of the coaling
stations on the Atlantic and Piicific, and the great
harbours on the coasts of Canada and Australasia
which now enable the British fleets to sweep the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 'The loss of the
Canadian Pacific Railway would throw England
back upon the precarious route through the Suez
Cana] for transporting troops to India in time of
war-if, indeed, that country, in case of such a con-
summation, remained under the British tlag, which
is, at least, doubtful.

hl'be issue, then, is clear, and I cannot but be-
lieve that it is evidently in the best interests of
Great Britain to adopt a plan of closer union with
the colonies, which will systematize the defence of
the Empire and make it primarily, a great oceanic
power, with the seas for streets, and ships in place
of railways. As Sir Charles Dilke so well observes
in his most recent work :" The danger in our path
is that the enormous forces of European militarism
may crush the old country and destroy the integrity
of our Empire before the growth of the newer com-
munities has made it too strong for attack," and he
goes on to say that Great Britain "imports half
ber food and the immense nasses of raw material
which are essential to her industries."

These two last considr'rations bring us naturally
to the great question of trade relations, and how
the Mother Country would be benefited by the
adoption of some system of Imperal consolidation.

The magnitude of the question may be grasped
from the fact that the total trade of the British
Empire for 1885 amounted to £1,o46,ooo,oco ster-
ling, contributed as follows :
United Kingdom.........................£642,372,ooo
British Possessions........................403.968,ooo

The tendency of late years bas been in the direc-
tion of an increased trade between Great Britain
and the colonies and a decreasing trade with
foreign countries on the part of the U'nited Kiung-
dom, as the following table will sbow:

1870. 1885.

Exports to foreign countries. .£147, 772,599 £135, 114,875
Decrease...... ................ ,...£ 12,657,725

1870.
Exportsto British possessions.£ 51,814,

Increase .............. .......
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1870.
Raw material..............£158,104,673
Agricultural p' uL t........69,960.054
Manufactures.... ........ .. 42,278,232
Chemical products.........13,800,442
Subject to duty..... ....... 29,114,092

1SS5. The macbinery necessary l'or aIl tbis sbould b
,223 £ 77,929,626 very simple, and migbt consi-t of little more thafi

thde al)lointment of an Imperial Couincil, to be Col"...... £ 26,115,403 posed, ex-oticîo, of all the Premiers of tbe self
en Great Britain, governing portions of the Empire and sucb Otber

de, it was in the members as migbt be elected by a majority vote (f
ith a production the two Houses of tbe various Parliaments. The
ion and almost a details could be arranged and modified froriltIle
world ; with the to time by conferences meeting in London or el5e

nmensely increas- wbere-sucb council to have tbe fnal decisiofi i'
ng power of the matters of war, tbe majority to rule - to control the
ider that British expenditure upon an Imperial navy, and to faciltate
nd bounds, and tbe encouragement of trade between the various
oought of success- parts of the Empire, and the ultimate solutiOtiof

tbe manv difficulties wbicb now tbreaten tbe In-~
tion after nation perial structure.
m and proceeded I have attemptcd, at too great length,
or itself, the result show that, powerful and wealthy as Great
British trade has is, a change in tbe constitutional structure ol ber

rat of its foreign Empire is necessary that it wotld be in ber interet
show to eifect a re-organization of ber system of niperial

defence by tbe introduction of ber colonies as paIrt'
1885 Increase Î q alx88 ~ Incrase ners, and tbat ber commercial w'elfare is.qiof1
,392,000 £ 72.930,000 boundp in tbe maintenance and consolidation
,106,000 42,275,oOoexisting relations. Witb tbe îolitical îbase I1have

,0,00 2,96,000 been unable to deal at this time, and canot do
,00 7, 0o 16,466,000 better in concluding than by quoting tbeseooleso
044,0o 13,459,>O tbe poet:

,524,000 11,440,000 "The wisdom, tle glory, the might of that nation,

we see that com- Which rose like the sun f'om the breast of the sea

the admission of And irst 'mongst the powers of earth took ber station,
"l'he ]and of the brav.e andi the home of the free.'

United Kingdom The cradie of genius, the birthplace of freedom,
undermining the The soil whence wealth, honour and cbivalry sprung
terests and taking Are ours ;il brighter than aitist e'er paintec,
ich is one of the Ail nobler than poet or minstrel e'er sung."
om an industrial Toronto. J. C sici, tHoiKIeo-

aport trade of the
m indebted to a
H. T. Hibbert,
hamber of Com-
on this branch of

1885.
£l5 7,470,521

103,970,016
67,352,588
13.281,535
28,893,295

From these figures it will be seen that Great
Britain imported £44,000,oo sterling more of
agricultural products and £25,OCO,000 more of
rnanufactured articles in 1885 than she did in
1870. The result of this competition in the home
market, coupled with the closing of foreign markets
by protective duties, has been the emigration of
operatives by thousands, the investment of capital
in foreign enterprises, the transfer of manufacturing
establishments to protected countries, the fluctu-
ation of prices and wages, with a distinct diminution
in the prosperity of the fariner and a migration of
the farn labour to the already overcrowded cities.

What then, is the remedy ? I venture to say
that it will be fotimd in reciprocal arrangement with
the colonies and the consequent use by Great
Britain of that magnificent weapon of power in
international negotiations-the ability to retaliate.
When we consider the very large percentage which
the colonies take per head from the mother country
in proportion to what foreign countries do, we can
easily realize what a great trade may arise in the
future if Great Britain develops her Colonial Empire
and protects herself, by the adoption of such a
policy. The placing of a small duty by the Mother
Country upon foreign food and industrial imports,
admitting strictly raw material free, and giving the
masses an untaxed breakfast table by the removal
of the duty upon tea, coffee, etc., could not but be
beneficial. Nor would it necessarily raise the price
of bread, as the Unied States nust send its wbeat
somewhere, and the exporters would have to pay
part, if not ail, of the duty, while the enhancement of
colonial production would soon raise the competi-
tion to its normal figure, at the same time providing
the British people with an absolutely safe supply of
food from within the bounds of their own vast
Empire. and enabling them to become independent
of foreign powers in the event of war or inter-
national complications.

THE ELGIN PERIOD IN CANADA.

The Marquis of Lorne has paid a graceful compliment to
a deserving Canadian littérateur in having forwarded copies
of Mr. lenry Morgan's (I" Mufti's ") recent interestin

monograph on the Elgin period in Canadian history thered
Queen and the Prince of \Vales. It vill be renenbethe
that the article in question, which first appeared in theient
Citizen, in addition to sketching the life of a promt1
and estimable lady cf the Queen's household, the late - her
Mrs. Robert Bruce, gave some interestinL, details Ofle
brother-in-law's (Lord Elgin's) eventful political careerthe
Canada and India. Lord Lorne wvas well pleased 'withthe-
article, vhich he describes ns excellently executed.Se'

to Nir.eral members of the Bruce family have also written thetic
Morgan thanking him for his interesting and sympatady
sketch. "That a time now so long ago," says a
Thurlow, "should still be remenmbered in Canada, îja

thing which touches us deeply. and for vhich we are g
to express our gratitude.' ()ttawa Citiz en.

GRIM TRUTH.
This is the title of a short story written by Miss hei

Agnes Vail, a lady of considerable literary abilitY, We
we were proud, some months ago, to have the privilegtch
placing on our roll of contributors. The tale or ske
though brief, is pregnant with thought, and shows a goo
deal of constructive skill. Nor is it destitute of uiThe
purpose, as those who read it will quickly discov.'er. of
epidemic that, for a season, overtook the country toWOçar
Edgevale, a locality which hundreds of readers, living

apart fron each other, will probably reogni vie as
from nature, is a sort o visitation from which, the
our own Dominion, like other parts of the world, hasd e
wonderfull 5 free. The symptoms which accompPanie The
exhibition of the disease, are described 'ery clearly.-n a
effects were different in different cases, notwithstanding
general sameness in the mode of attack. I e', ie said
were proof against it> discoinfoîts, thougb it may d less
that those who had been previously inoculated sutTeref the
than their neighbours. The condition of someoorable
patients was extremely pitiable, though their dePrThe
plight was the result of their previous mode of life- a
lesson which the story inculcates (and essentiallYt dea
true story) is one that none can aftord to despise. ists
with a social disorder, with which our political econo 1ile-
and social reformers have troubled thenselves too Isot
Some of them, indeed, are in a sad way themiselves. udyingour readers will understand the question only after stund to
Miss Vail's little book, which we cordially comnthe -
tlheir attention, assured that no disappointment aw.Vaits he
The publishers are Messrs. John Lovell & Son, W he
pre:ented the story to us in a tasteful form. Miss uebec.
dicates "Grim Truth " to Dr. Williams, Bishol) of

God's greatness
Flows around our incompleteness;
Round our restlessness, his rest.
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