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OUR COMMERCIAL POLICY.
The subject which, beyond ail others,

engages the thoughts of Overy anc inter.
osted in the prosperity of the Dominion is
its future commercial policy. We laid
before oir readers l our last number the
views of two gentlemen entertaining
videly diftrient; o pinions 0on the subject,

and we are patiently waiting for the long'
promised declaration of the views of the
polîitcal 1'arty which aspires to conduct
the Government in the event of the fail-
uire of the present Governinent to secure.
a renewal of public confidence at the next
genoral electi jon. We en tortain a very
hiigh respect for the abilities of Sir Alex.
ander Galt but we cannot ignore the fact
that ho is not in larliament, and tliat
'vhe le Iast oceupied a soatin tue Ilouse
of Commons lie hlad no followers. Under
Our s stem of government it is vain te
ima gine that any man, no matter how able
lie rmay be, can affect any important
change in the policy of lis country unless
he posesses a large share of publie confi'
dence, evidenced by the support of the
majority of the reprosentatives of Vie pea-
ple, or of that party which, though tem-
porarily in the minority, claims te be en-
titled to s'uch support. It is gonerally
b elieved that Sir Alexander Galt lias net

'ithdravni from public lifo, and tait if a
suitable opportunity were te oiTer, he
would net be unwilling ta place lis ser-
vices at the disposai of any constituency
whîich miglit be willing ta accopt tiem.
Sir Alexander Galt is avowedly opposed
te the commercial policy of the present
Governmient. And in the lettors whicl
We publislied in our last umniber lie lias
professed to indicate the policy wlici lie
would recommend, ivere lie in a position
te do se. Unfortunately, Sir Alexander
Galt is not a recognizod nember of Ier
Majesty's loyal opposition, a party ivhsiel,
tiougi at present in a minority in the
Hlouse of Conmnons, is an organized body,
having leaders possessing the confidence
of the party, and witLhont whose support
Sir Alexander Galt would bo utterly
powerless if lie lad a seat in Parliament
to-mor'rowv Thsere have ben soveral idi-
cations of late that tise next party battie
is lilely to be fouglt on the question of
the futnre commercial policy of the colin-
try. We were much struck witi some
r'cnarks made in a protectionist essay on-
titled "Restrictions on Trade fron a
Colonial Point of View, by David Sysne,"
publisliod originally in tle Portnigqhtly
Reiew, but reprinted in the United
States, with a Prefac, by tie AUcrican
editor, and lvh einaks -cie calculated
to convey the idea that, as a i-ilo, tie
e party of progress,'' er tlat known witl
uis is alic Reformn party, was protectionist
while tIe conservatives wore fr-ce traders.
Such, mnost assIredly, is not a correct des-
criptios cf the bias of political parties in
Canada, althouglh tlere is good reason ta
beliove thsat the suppotn-ers et the present
liberal Goveisumient arc fai frosi unaini-
muous ini tiiei' appioval of iLs connercial
policy. iln intr'oducing tlhe pamplillet
ta wlici ive havo called attention, the
Aierican editoi Observes :- Thle author
"me akes the striking and trutll'ul obser-

vation that in, Austria, France, the
United States, and the liritislh Coloiesî
the party of progress is identified witl
a rOstrictive coiunercial policy, i.e., is
protectionist uvhile the conservatives
are the most uiicomnpi-omiising cf firce
"tr-adors." 'Jie essayist remareks, as a

singular fact, tiat in Austria '' tiose wlso
hiave vigor-ously strick down overy eccle-
siastical and political monopoly thipougl-
out the empire are the inost velement

lladvocates of a restrictive commercial
I policy, while, on the other liand, those

wlo are in favor, of froc treade are tlie
"most ardent sipporters of ecclesiastical

privilege. In France the advocates of
Sfree speech and a froc press are rost-ic-
44 tionists, while the impesialists, as a rule,

aie fre t-aders. In the United States,

" the abolitionists or republicansare av'oiî-
d r estî'ictionists, while the deiocrats

are as decidelily in favor of fre trade.
Precisely the samne pienomeinon may b
observed in the Britislh Colonies. In Cans-
adIa, Australiaand New Zealand ti party
of progress lias alvays been identified
lywitiarestrictive comnercialpolicy,whilo
ilie co serias arc the iost uncom-

" promishig of fi-o traders. lndeed it insay
" he said that one-Ialf of the entire Eng-
" lish-spe:king race are, in ee shape or
" another, in favor Cf a restrictionist policy,
" and of this lîalf the groat majo-ity are
" advanced liber'als." It is, no doibt, truc
thal at tise present timie the foregoing
description of politieal parties in Can-
ada is incorrect, but it nmust be borne iii
mind tiat the comnorcial policy of tisa
Dominiion lias not been of late years a
proninent party question. It is notoriois
that msany consesrvatives hsave beenî free
traders, and tiat-at least an equal nmnbîiiler
of reforiers havo boin protoctionists.
in tie early listory of Camida the remuarks
of the cssayist would lave beein more in
accordance with fact. Mr, Lyon Macken.
zio was a stauincli protectionist, and the
buiik o the old reloriners shaired lis
opinions, whil the Ilobisons, Shervoods,
Jonîeses, etc., were strong fi-e traders.
This vas before the commn'ci'cment of
the st'iigglo for responsible govermsnent
and religious Cqusality> since tlie settle-
ment of viicI questions tiere las really
bohn no distinctive policy con wiicl
puîblic support couîld tairly be claim.
edt by Citier of the parties wlicli
have foi' several years past bees con-
tonding foi poiwer. We do not bolieve
in the possibility or, if possible, in the
desirability of' attempting tc govern the
country otlherWise thain tlirongi a party,
and we are unaware of ansy question of
sich absorbing inte'est to the country at
tlue present tiino as its comme'ercial policy.
We believe that it is the duty of those
wlo are dissatisfied wvitl tho views ennii-
ciated by tihe presenît adiîsinlistration to
state with suflicient precisiou the policy
tiat tlhey woulid adopt, if entrusted with
power at the next gencral election. Tie
tisne is net so distant wien the poople
will be appealed to tiat delay eau b
tolerated. If it b the case, as soems
far frioni improbable, that tise protection-
ists are unable ta concur in a policy tiat
will coinnand general approval, the soon-
or this is known tise better. The teri
protection conveys no definite meaning.
One set of tiinkers hold the opinion that
it is essontial te the prosperity of the Do.
iiiiion that it should encourage sucli

msîanufacturiug industries as are suitable
to tie country, and tlat the best mode of
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