THE FATAL

PRLDIC"‘ION

i

tune teller, \\'henJust as T hal lurnml the angle
of #'rock to depart: - T heard slow. lnot-slnpa ap-
pranching,and nmnediately the tonesof Moll'svoice
canght my ear, and [ paused behind n ledgewhich
secured .me from -sight, impelled by o sudden
“desire to overhear ther words. Another crone
who looked even more wicked than herself,
was with her—for through ‘n narvow fissure T
could sean their persons,—to whom she was re-
" Inting something that seemed to alord her both,
triumph and amusement. - T o monient the sub-
Jjeet of her discourse was made c\'ulcnr. to ne !‘or
I heard her'sny: :

“¢Yus, it was msl: hmc tho Mansicur gave e
{he gold; yellow picees and broad ; o rich harvest
after such o lmleu summer us the lust has pro-
vel:

Uaa And he doubled t]lc sum bc['oxc how cnt le-
yond sens?” asked the other.

weAye, did he as he prmmscd to do, l[' Lwould
frighteén his pretty. dove: into flying w vith, him,
:ul(l the sybil with ‘o chuekling lun'rh.- “And

- morc tlmn llmr, when' the shy blul\ wings mu full

ar plunmuons in Imnmv.n, Lam to have'n lol‘en
for my services which will' freight the ship llml:
brings it, richly, ['wirrant you!
L e they chance ‘not. to (‘mﬂ'et it snul the
othcr hag, tnunllnvly' - ]
L A‘“’l‘lmt they, dare not, mls\\'ererl \Io]l hclcel)
T nold i B tho _young) Jeoistril, pleren(l'. o by hc
drends my 110\\&\' lnr he’ \crlly bellc\m‘. I hol(l o
cnlnpnnt with S-\lnn;‘uml as! Iur hi lmby lnulo,
yor would laugh to see how | ‘thie little onio trem=’
bled ub the veriest twinkle of my eye. "Nothing
hut her great faith'i it nll T told her wonld h.l\'(-
dviven her to the step she had tiken, v thie licry
Loy had well nigh scared love out of her peor
little heavt; and if’ the othcx gallant had come in
the right time, hc mx'rht ]m\e hml hm" for 'the
:\sl\mn-
* And- Wwith another snécring lxy.'ugh the “tivo
pssed on, leaving me paralyzed by whiat T had
lieard, because it left me no longer. in doubt thint
this wicked woman, in culiiunuion with Tda's de-
signing lover; had basely pmcmml apon her timid
uml uc\lnlous wind, in- order to’ compass lhosc
un\\'nrlh) ends which dlso” must have remnined
_unl‘u]mled From' this time the! sehool ‘became
tome a place of durance, My cheorfulness ﬂcd
'my henlth was unp.mcd and T nn(lc, in con-
- s€quence, 5o little ‘progicss in my smdxc< “that
‘\\Iu.n L'fetariaed homie nf ihe Christmas
K wmypnrcula, nlmmcll b_‘, (he chang

Ty
i mo. (ook mc i'mm cLhno

“ Ramoved l'mm lhr\ chm!a w IQl'f‘ m) 3nmhful

D Com ey had won Tdns consent to conuulb the for- i

: _gl uw, mul she nh"htaumnnﬂ']mr orange: .m(l su'r-‘ }

mind had bcou 50 pmnl’ul!y c\cltm) 1tsnon recov-
eved its healthful lonc, and the cnrcless "mclv of
happy clnl(lhood once more filled it with joy.
Tdu was not for'rollcn, Lut the remembrance: of
her had censed to he necompanied with puin. T
knew she deserved happiness, and T trustingly be-
lieved she had attained it.  Still Trwas so fuith-’
ful to this ardent atiachment, that T longed- to
hear of her and from  her, mul my hc'nrr. beat
‘with the hope, whenever o etmn"er crossed our
threshold, that he eame the bcmer of tidings from
ny foudly. beloved friend. Dut four months
phssed by without fulfilling my wishes, whin ong
eoll evening in’ January, [ was surprised by o
visit from Frank Randolph. " Tle knew of my in-
timaney with Tda, and he enme to hear all £ could
tetl him of' her interconrse with De Conrey and
theclopement in which it had vesulted. I told him
all, not indeed without emotion, and the agitation
which my narrative produced in him, showerl how
truly and tendetly he loved her. 1o seemed:
maiel changed, was thinner and: morg snd mul .
nppinred lmnafm med since ‘Tnst [s'\w
the oy, and rockless )muh; inde’ lllc thoun itful
lhs Tathier - was! dead, lhc nc ‘of Lns
lln-vhtxcnchcd him, \\hbll lw hml hnt h
from a l'lnn"'m ous lllnocs, rmd lhe :h(n.l- had caus-
“d o Sudden relnpse, which, after many weeks ol'
intense suifering, proved fatal.
< 1lis Tast command_ to his son, WS llmt hc
1ould seck ont Jda, and mlmm lumao]f of’ her
tenieposition ; thatin ense it wils notw Immulmuld
be, he might téstére hier to the place shic ongght to
ocenpy, or at least, Tuinish her with the menns,-
it she hiul thent not;of: obtdining those eomtorts
and luxuries to which she lind been acctistnied.
Tranlk was now on the eve of sailing for Furope,
that he' might obey this injunction, and then
geatify his own ‘wishes by two or’ three years
spent in travel, Ifo promised to write to my
mother, amd give her all the ixlfon'mnzinllllé conld
gather vespeeting Tdn, and atter veeeiving a letter
from mo to my fiiend, which he said ke would-
prowaptly (lelu er, lie l)n(]c us mlu\ e]l and dcp'n-
ted.
“Towas mnn) momln hcfurc thc c\pcclcd ]ct- .
l(!l.' arrived; for voynges aeross the Atlantic were”
not in those days, the briel pleasuve suils lhnb
the) ave now, and when it came at’ Tnst, its con-
itents “saddened iny heart. - Tdn was ‘married to’
De Courc) Y It Lhe father having lwcnmt- a bank
rupt, the prospects of the so were bllr-htcd nad
 Randolph found lhcm lumg inn ]mmblL manner,
(|u|m retived l'" m the worll; and: (lmur'h Tda, -
nssured himn sho ! was hnpp). the pnlencss of har -
cheek ad thc nnwonted look™of edre, upon- hey.-_’;:
bnow' to his dnxioiis eyes belied the trinth 'of hor
nﬁserlmn. De’ Lmlrt‘) wag' uccu-nmgasmauo"'




