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ELDERS OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTA-
MENTS.

The reader is not to expect o complete his-
tory of the Elders of the Old and New Testa-
ments, as tho heading of this article would al-
most indicate ; but simply a few of the outlines
of what might profitably occupy the pen of
gome of our more experienced brethren.

Revelation may be compared to a web com-
posed of an infinite variety of threads, every
one of whichis necessary to the completion of
the entire fabric. Thestudent’s duty is to trace
out 88 many ag possible, that he may see the
consistency of the whole, and thus be enabled
to help forward such as may be beginning to
investigate, hut without suflicient strength to
persevere. Or it may perhaps more properly be
compared to a mine full of exhaustless treasures,
but which must be dug for. But whether the
one or the other, lot us take pleasure in search-
ing the Scriptures.

From them we can gather that Elders as a
class are of very ancient origin. We find them
as an institution in the land of Bgypt, or Eiders
of his honse and Elders of the land. Although
the particalar duties of these officials are not in
every instange distinetly specified, still it may be
inferred from the fact, that in cases of public in-
terest, as in the burial of the aged patriarch
Jacob, (Gen. 1. 7) when they were called to-
gether, that their advice at least was needed, if
not their guidance and direction. It may be
that they were expected, from their age, natural
abilities, education and experience in the affairs
of men, to be able to direct the younger, inex-
perienced, and otherwise disqualified portions
of the community; or to give importance in the
eyes of the people to whatever occasion called
for their presence: Among the Israelites while in
the land of hondage, there were men of this
class. We know not by whom these were ap-
pointed, nor the laws of their constitution—
whether they were called into being by a voice
from the throne, or elected to office by the peo-
ple, is not reveasled. Neither are we enlighten-
ed as to the aggregate duties of their office ; but
this, we think, appears evident, that they were
servants, if mot representatives of the people
(Exodus ii1. 14, 18.) From these verses we
learn, among other things, that God instructed
Moses to speak to the People through the
Klders, on the occasion of his being sent from
Midiau to Bgypt, which would lead us to sup-
pose that they were in some degree representa-
tives. The word delivered to them they would
circulate among the poor enslaved thousands of
Israel. The miracles which they saw wrought
by Moses and Aaron, confirmatory of the
divinity of their mission, would inspire them
with confidence to fell the glad news of salvation
from Egygt’s galling yoke, and so induce the
people to believe. Shoutd they be unsuccessful
in removing all doubts from the minds of the
people, such doubts would all be dispelled by
the terrible displays of divine power in the won-
ders which followed. However, it seems
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evident that the duties of Moses and Aaron were
expedited by the co-operation of the Blders of
Israel.

These Blders must have been worthy of
confidence~—men whom the people could beliove.
Probably they were in many respects qualified,
but these not being revealed are left to conjec:
ture, Shortly after the deliverance of Israel
from Bgvpt, Elders ave again mentioned in con-
nection with Moses and Aaron, from which it
would appear that whotever help these servants
of the Most High needed they were ready to give
to the amount of their abilities (Ixod. x. 12.)
They do not seem to have been the class from
whom judges were chosen on that occasion de-
tailed i the chapter referred to. This order
would sppear to have been superadded to that
of the Elders. While judges were eclected to
aid Moses in the distribution of justice, the office
of Llder was left as it was previous to this ar-
rangement. That it was in some degree a repre-
sentative order may be inferred from some inter-
esting facts in the history of Israel. I shall
just mention two. The first is found in the 31st
chapter of Deuteronomy. Moses is there repre-
sented as drawing nigh the close of his carthly
career. Like an honest man—a man who has
served faithfully his God—he fears not to face
death, but he cannot die without placing before
the people the terrible consequences of depar-
ture from God. For this purposehe gives order,
“Gather unto me all the Elders of your tribes,
and your officers, that I may speak these words
in your ears’—that is, as I understand, thatl
may speak to the people through you.—~—Doubt-
less also he taught them on that occasion io
sing the admirable song which bears his name,
that they might teachit to their respectivatribes,
that through them Israel’s men and women,
young men and maidens, boys and girls, might
learn to sing that song, so beautifully calculated
to inspire in them a spirit of nationality, of
patrotism, and of holy reverence and ardent
affection for the God of their fathers, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, who had so marvelously res-
cued them from the land of Ham. The second-
instance we find in Leviticus iv. 13-20. There
all Israel being convicted of sin are enjoined to
bring their young bullock before the Lord to
the tabernacle of the congregation; The Elders
of the congregation lay their hands upou the
head of the animal, its blood is shed, sprinkled
as directed, and the sin of the people is expiated.
Here surely they acted as representatives.
Throughout the history of Israel, both while
they were travelling in the wilderness and when
settled under their kings in Canaan, the office
of Elder existed, and the officers held honorable
and responsible position. While in the wilder-
ness they are found in company with Moses and
Aaron, and when in Canaan with Kings and
Prophets. The virtuous wife was known, her
industry advertised, and herself honored by the
appearance of her husband as he sat in the gate
among the Elders of the land (Prov. xxxi. 23.)
Although the character of the Elders, during
the time gpecified in the foregoing, is not clearly



