
THE ADVTSER.

ELDURS 0F THE OLD ý,ND NEW TESTA-
MENTS.

The reader is not to expect at complote bis-
tory of the Eiders of the Old andi New Testa-
1nD1)t1 as the beadng). of this article wouid ai-
most indicate; but simply a tèew of the ondlines
of -wbat niight protitably occupy the poil of
sorne of our moe exper2enced brethren.

Revelation inay be coînpared to a1 web coin-
i)osed of an infinite, variety of threads, ci-ciy
mie of whielî is îîecessary te the compietioxi of
the entire fabrie. T le student's duty is to trace
eut as many as possible, that ho may sec the
censistency of the whele, aîîd thus be enabieci
to, heip forward sucli as rnay be beginning te
investigate, but without sullicient, strength te
persevere. Or it may perhaps more prope'rly be
cornpared te, a mine full cf exhaustiess treasures,
but which inust bie dug l'or. But wvbether the
one or the other, lot uis take pleasure in search-
iiig the Seriptures.

Fromn them wve can gather that Eiders as a
ciass are of very ancient enigin. We find theas
as an institution iii the land cfE gypt, or Eiders
of bis bouse, and Eiders cf the land. Aithough
the particular duties cf these officiais are net in
every instance distinctly specified, stili it may be
inferreci from. the fact, that in cases cf publie in-
terest, as in the burial of' the aged patriarch
Jacob, (Gent. 1. 7) 'when they were calleci to-
gether, that thieir advice at least ivas needed, if
net their guidance and direction. It may be
that they were expected, from, their age, natural
abilities, education and experience in the affairs
cf men, to be able to direct the younger, inox-
penienced, and otherwise disquaiified portions
of the community; or te give importance in the
eyes of the people te whatever occasion calleci
for their presence: Among the Israeiites while in
the land cf hondage, there ivere mon of this
eIass. We know net by whoni these were ap-
pointed, nor the laws cf their constitution-
%whether they were cailed into being by a voice
fa-cm the threne, or elected te office by the peo-
pie, is net reveaied. Neither are.we enlihton-
ed as to the nggregate duties cf thieir oficè'; but,
this, wc think, appears evident, that they were
serant, if iiot representatives cf the peopie
(Exodus iii. 14, 18.) From these verses wvei
lenrn, among other things, that Goci instructed
Moses te, speak te the People tha-ougli the
Eiders, on the occasion cf bis beiag sent from
Midian te Egypt, which wvould lea us to sup-
pose that they were in some degree representa-
tives. The Word delivered te them they would
circulate among the poor ensiaved thousands cf
llsrael. The miracles whîch they saw wroughit
by Moses and Aaron, contirmatory of the
divinity of their mission, wouid inspire tiieni
-%itli confidence te tell the glad news cf sai vation
frein Egypt's galling yoke, andi se induce the
people tâ believe. Shouid they be unsuiccessful
in relneving ail doulits frem. the mincis cf the
people, such ý¶otibts would ail bie dispelied by
the terrible displays of divine power lanfthe won-
dors which followQd. However, it seernis

evident, that the dulties cf Moses andi Aaron were
expedited bv the ce-operation cf the Eiders cf
Israel.

Tiiese Eiders miit lia-e bieen Nvorthy cf
cent ideuce-i-neni w'hoir the peo pli-, couid belieo.
Probably they were in înaay respects qualifieci,
but these xîot being reveaied are loft te conjec-
ture. Shortly after the deliverance of lsael
froîti Egî-pt, Eiders are agaiti mentioned iii cor,
nectieni withl Moses and Aarcn, froin îvbich it
would appear that Nyhoatever help these servants
cf the Most igli needed they 'vere ready te give
te the amount etf their abilities (Exoci. x. 12.)
Tlîe, de net seemn to have been the ciass front
wvhoi judges were chosen on that occasien de-
tailed in the chapter referred to. This orcici
îveuid appear te bave been superadded te that
of the Eiders. Whilc juciges Nvere clected to
aid îaos ini the distribution of justice, the office
of Eider iras ieft as it Nras previcus te this ar-
rangement. That itwias iiisomedegrea repre-
sentative erder may bie inferred frem. some inter-
esting facts in the history cf Israei. I shall
just mention two. Tbe first is found ini the 31st
chapter of iDeutereniny. Moses is there repre-
sented as drawing niglh the close cf lais earthiy
career. Like an honest, in-a Ma ri li as
served faithfuily bis G od.-he fears net to face
death, but lie cannet due ivithout placiug befo-c
the peeple tic terrible conscquences cf depar-
ture fri-Goci. Fer this purpesellegives order,
IlGather utt nie ail tie Eiders cf yeur tribes,
and yeur eflicers, that I may speakc these wexds
iii your ears"-that is, as 1 iuaderstand, that 1
May speak tetepoi h-ough yeu.-Doubt-
less aiele taughYlt tbemi oi that occasion te
siaîg the admirable seng which bears bis naine,
that they înight teachiit te their respective tribes,
that tlreugh theni Israel's mon and i wmeii,
yeung mca and maidens, beys and girls, migit
leara te sing that seng, se beautifuliy calculateci
te inspire ini theni a spirit cf natioaity, cf'
patretism, and of hoiy reverence and ardent
affectien for the God of their fathers, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jaceob, vhe liad se marveicusly nes-
cued them frein the land ef Ham. he second-
instance we flnd iii Leviticus iv. 13-20. There
all Israel being convicted cf sin are~ enjeiaed te
brinçg their yeung bulleck befere the Lord te,
the tabernacle cf thc congregatien;5 The Eiders
ef thc cengregation lay their hands- upen the
head cf the animal, its bleod is shedi, sprinkled
as directeci, and the sin cf the people is expiated.
Uere sureiy they acted as representatives.
Threuglieut the history cf Israei, both. whiie
tihey -were travelling in the wilderness and when
setticd under their kingts ln Canaan, the office
cf Eider existed, and the effleers held honorable
and responsibie position. Vhie in the Wilder-
ness tliey are fouend in cempany with Meses and
Aaron, and irben la Canaan wlth Kings and
Prephets. The virtucus -wife was known, ber
industry advertised, and herse]if honored by thc
appearance of her'husbnnd as lie sat in the gate
among the Eiders cf the land (Prov. =xxi. 23.)
Aithoiugh the eharacter cf the E iders, during,
the tino specificd in the feregoing, is net clearly


