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TOPICS 0F TRADE INTERESTT"

T HE Canadian copyright question asbeen reopened by the meeting af the
baoksellers' section af the Toronto Board
ai Trade, and by the deputation which
went ta Ottawva. Copyright in books bas

an interest for the public. the author. the

THIE publisher. and the book-
COPYRIGHT seller. The interests af the
AGITATION.

thrcc latter can be recon-

ciled by Jegisiation. But the clamor of the
public is for cheap books. They give fiie

atention ta the rigbts cf authors and pub.
lishers wiio certainly have, in aIl civilized

counriffes, an admitted claim ta dispose af
and ta protect their awn properiy. This
indifférence af the public reacts or Gov-

errnîents and Parliaments, and renders
anytbing like camprehensive legislatian

affecting copyright a difficuli matter ta
obtain. The Act ai igao was a decided

step in advance. It was not, howcver,

passed by the Government afier careful

consideration and inquiry, but was, as we

are informed, entircly the work of pilvate

persans who were public spitited enough ta
do work whîch the Ministers should have
dt,? for tbemselves. WVe have always

contended that a satisfactory copyright law
would work ta the advantage of author.
publisher and dealer and any efforts made

* by those in the trade should receive cour-

teaus consideration from, the oen nt

Paliticians acquire an idea that they know

ever)tbing and listen with a Ianguid air

when shrewd business msen approach with
practical suggestions. They stiould be

cured of ibis habit. They are our servants,
not our masters.

Regardirig the recent deputatian ta Ottawa
on copyright. it i.s related that the members

received no encouragement fram the Min-

ister af Agriculture. Mir. Fisher, who is

TRE placed In charge ai the sub-
WIN ISTERIAL ject. This gentleman may
ATItlUtUDIE.

be an unquestianed authority

on ensilage. turnlps and the best breed ai

cows. But on copyright hc is no autharity.
He should have the good sense ta know

this. It is neither wise nor politic cf hlm ta

do anything more ar less than just this:-

To listen with civility and attentirn ta what

experts in copyright lay belare him and

promise ta lay the matter before bis col-
leagues. The idea ai bis attempting ta

argue the minutiS ai this technical and

complicated question Is simply a joke. Na
daubt, as long as the electors will put up

with this canternptuaus attitude an the part

af politicians regarding niait ai the ques-

tions hrought before ,them, we shali be

treated ta periodical displays or the vanity

and self-importance exhbiied by persans ai

inferior ability wham chance and party

loyalty have elevated iat important offices.

A NewAnother exaniple of polit.

ait!ioswiC% ical conduct wbich is not ta
INCIDEUT.

be conmtended is the criti-

cism leàtowed upon Tbe Educational

Review in tbe New Brunswick Legislature

by twa ai the members, Messrs. Tweedie

and Hill, simply because that journal
had exercised is undaubted rights iiicom-

menting upon the school book policy 01 the

Provincial Governnicnt. Thise gentlemen
had declared thât The Educational lReview
was not read by one lith or the teachers of
the Province, and that an article apposing
the new geography was inspired and paid
for by a rival publisher. The respected
.editor. Dr. G. V. Hay. pramptl> nailed

both these statements, and they were
formally witbdrawn by the two speakers.

It is not often palitîcians are so quickly
braught ta lime. Whether The Review's

comments were reasonable or not bas
nathing ta do witb the case. WVe are ail
entitted ta fret discussion. and, as politi.
cians have the additional privilege of saying
what they please in debate withaut bcing
open ta legal penalty. it is ail the more

necessary that they shauld stick tu facts
and not make untrue statements. However,
in this case, the remcdy was quickly

applied.

Nothing more bas been heard ai the fre
text book idea in Ontario. WVe tru.t h wii
make no progress. The proposai, invalves

THE VREE lass ta the tradte. and shauld
8001< FAO. be resisted, because, il we
are going ta interiere with private enterprise
and launch out inta soclalismn, let us do it
on a comprehensivescale, not in patches ta
suit faddists or scbemners. Theýposltian of
this question in the State of Minnesota is
worthy ai Lote. The law ibere allows
scbaol districts ta make contracis direct
with publishers for thrce or five 3cars. This
is subject first ta approval by the vaters,
and by the Superintendent af Educatiori.
The Iaw pravides that rive or more legal


