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Sayings of Oleobilus.

Betiefit your frignds, that they may love you more dearly atilly
Yonofit your encinies, that thoy may ut fast boeoms yaur fricnda.
" Nover tuake tho part of a ratler : you would muke an envmy
? of his victim, ' o
Many words aud morc ignoranco: such fs the majority of
mankind.
Choose a wifo from among your equals.  If you take one feom
a highor rank, you wlll not have allivs, but tyrants.

QHILON.

Chilon was a native' of Sparta, and became one of the Fphori
or chiol maglistrates of tho stato; and in fulfilling the datics of
his high office, his judgmonts were always dictated by the striet.
ostimpartiality. A truo Spartan, ho ent-rtained a profotal ve.
noration’ for the laws of Lycurgus, and considerod the slightest
deviation from thoir rigid oxccution, in spirit as well as in tor 0,
a3 tho highast of offences ; and for once faiting in hig point he
all his lifo aftor ropronched himself.  Ono of his friends, 1t seems,
had boea guilty ot some misdomennor, and was brought b-fore,
Him for trinl : Chilon had the firmness to condemn him, but ad.
vised-him to appeal from his decision. Such was the fuult with
wlhiich this upright magistrate reproached himgell': it is one from
which ho is absolved as tho bar of posterity. The character of
his cloguence and of his writinge bespoke the Spartan : always
bold, always norvous, and of fow words. * Know thyself)” is
ono of his admired aphorisms—a precept the ditficulty of rightly
futfilling which has since become proverbial, and onc of which,
from the precoding anecdote, Chilon, as was to bo expected,
scems to Have been no more capable thon others, for had he
thorouglily “known himsel® his sensitive mind would have hnd
cause {o weep over not one but a thousand failings.

The Olympic games, at which ail Greeco zssembled every
fourth yoar, and in which rivals alike for literary and athletic
fame competed, was the groat arena of distinction for the Greeks.
Spartn, of course, was not hindermost in tho athletic contests
und in 597 n.c., a son of Chilen was a competitor in the games.
He proved victor in tho combat of the Cestus; and on his tri.
i| umphal entrance into his native city, his aged sire, overcome
with joy, died in the youth's arms while embracing him.

Sayings of Okllon,

Know thyself. Nething is more difficult: self-love always

oxagporates our merits in our own cyes.
vu speak ill of others; do you not fear, then, the ill they

will speak of you?

You bewail your misfortunes ; if you considered all that oth.
ers suffor, you would complain less joudly.

Disteust the man who ulways sceks 1o meddle with the offuirs
of vthors,

1t is better to lose than to make a dishonest gaio.

Your fiicuds invite you to u feast ; go lute if you like. They
call you to cunsole them; hasten.

Do not permit your tongue 1o outrun reflection.

To keep a sceret, to employ well one’s leisure, and to support
injurios, are theee very difficult things.

Let your power be forgotten in your gentleaess ; deserve to
be loved; avoid being feaied.

The touchstone tries the quality of gold; gold, the quality of
men,

PITTACUS.

Pittacus was distinguished alike as n warrior and as a philo.
sopher 3 Nis victories in the ficld endeared him 1o his country.
mun: apd his wisdom was held i such high repute that many of
lns mnxims were cngraved on the walls of Apollo’s oracular
temple at Delphi. A patriot, 2 warrior, and a snge, he will hve
for prsterity ; virtuous, sell.donying, and contented, his memory
will be cherished by all gosd men. He was a native of Muy.
lenc, 0 the istand of Lesbes.  [his country was then grouning
undsr the oppression of the tyrant Melanchrus; and as he grew
up, yovng itacus resolved to attempt the hberation of bis nutive
isle.  Alcwmus, the great lyric poet, had roused the patriotic ar.

dor of his fellow.citizens by his stirring warlike odes, aud his
bold invective ngainst tycBuny 3 and his gdis fMdw nssociated
themsclves with Pittucus in his dasing enterprise.  Their efforts y
were successful.  ‘The citizens rose vgainst the tyrant; and un.
der the generalstip of Pittucus, he was defonted and driven from
the island.  But scarcely had the Mytylcnians begun to taste the
sweets of freoduin when @ new dungor aross, aud they were
menaced by a furmudable jnvasion from the naval powee of
Athons.  Puttacus was again chosen leader, and defuated the
Athenias in several engygemonts, iv ‘one of which ho killud the
vnomy's geaeral in siughe fight.  As the issug of the war scems
in sano wiy to have depended on the issue of this cembul, it is
recorded that Putticus, besides his usual armoe, provided hum.
self with a uut, winch he concealed in the hoilow of his held,
and daring the ight he skitfully contrivedl to entanygle his antayr. |
onist in its mesies, and thus came ofl victor,

His conntrymen were not deficient in gratitule ; and Pitta. ’
cus was svou after created governor of the city, with kingly |
power. His reign was marked by justice and moderation; he |
introduced many wise laws and institutions; and at the cod of |}
tru yoars voluntarily abdicated the throne, alleging thu the virs
tues and innocence of private life were incampatible with the
possession of unlumited powor.  Filled” with admication for his
noble conduct, his couatrymen now sought to load him with
marks of their csteem. DBut Pittacus declined’ the dangerous
gift of weaith ; and when offered an extensive tritct of Jand, he
refuded to accept more than he could overcast with a javelin,
A costly preseat is also said to have been sent to him by Kigg |
Craesus, which was dechned in the same contented spiric of in-
dependence.  [lis declining vears were passed in peaceful re.
tirement, employing much of his time in literary pursvits. His
writings bave perished ; but they counsisted, we are told, of a
code of laws for his countrymen, a variety of moral precents,
and somd eleginc verses. He lived to the advanced age of
eighty-two, and died peaccfully, full of years and of hurors,
570 b.c.

Originally of obscure pareatagae, Pittacas is said to have had
the weakuess to marry a lady belonging to the class of the no.
bility, whose pride often disturbed his usual serenity of mind,
and helped' to embitter his otherwise tranquil existence. He
hnd a high regard for the duties of children to their parcats, and
of parents to their off.epring ; nud nothing conld be better suited
to express this than ene of lis own maximi—* As yau treated
your father.'’ he says, “so expect in your old age t6 be treated
by your children.”  One day, we are told, a son wus about to
plod agiinst his father. when Pittacas stopped him: «Y u will
be enndemned,” said be to the youth, “if your cause is less just
than his: if more so, you will still be condemned.”

Sarings of Pittacus.

Happy is the prince whoso subjects fear for him, and do noet
fear .

Would you know o man? Invest him with great power.

The prudent man foresees evil ; the brave man bears it with.
sut complaining.

You answer for another : repentence is at hand.

Io commanding sihers, learn to govera vourself,

Ilove the house where | see notinng superfluous, and where
I fiad cverything necessary.

PERIANDER. N

The enrolling Periander among the sages of Greece is now-
a.days regarded as derogatory to the high characier of bis col.
leagues; for in his case his vices and tyranny were more con-
spicuous, amd are now oftener thought of than his wisdom and
abiiny.  The word * tyrant” in its orginal signification means
* prince,” und it was only in aflter times that it cume to be ap-
pued as an epithet of reproach.  But Periander was a tvrant in
the worst sense of the © tny 30 that some writers have been
tempted to thik that it was another Periander who lived about
the same me that was the sage; bat there is litle authority
for this supposition, and the general opinion is, that the tyrant
and the sage were onc person.




