
300 THEa WESTURN CANADA~ MFbIc.AL JOURNÂL

It is not nlecessary to argue the vialue and ncessity of 1nedi-
cal mien ; but it is difficult to convince the Iaity, who throughi
ignorance or indifference, do not undcrstanid the wisdomn of
precautionary measui'es.

Systematie mnedical inspection of our sehools, niot only in
regard to the hygiene of the school house but the exarnination of
the pupils for the purpose of excluding contagious and infections
diseases, miust cemmnenci itself to the judgmient of cv(-ry thopghit-
f ni citizen of ManDitoba.

It lias been estimnated that 70 pcr cent. of epidemies miglit be
prevented by sehool inspections.

lu Paris, France, ieclical. inspection of schools began in
1842. The first inspection on this continent w'as at Boston in
1894. The school population of ïManitoba is net niedically in-
spected, even in large centres likze Winnipeg, Brandon, ,and
Portagye La Prairie.

The total schoel population of Manitoba is 87,677 ,that of
Winnipcg, 15,499 ; Brandon, 2,076 ; and Portageý La Prairie,
1256.

France, Germany, and Switzerland, have hiad for mnany ye8rs
medical. inspection of ý,chool chiîdren. Thecir practical results, in
the prevenition oie epidlemies and the detection of physical -and
mental defeets have been most astoniishiing. Only in 1907, dlid
England pass an Act makiling, it a duty for the local authorities
to employ meclical inspetors of Board Schools.

To my kznowledlge, sonme teachiers afflictei with p-tlmiona-.ry
tuberculosis hiave been einployed. Iu oue district two s;uccessive
teachers were eng-agcd and both died within two years from con-
sumption. This is an. outrage.

It is a crime. Every te, -,ler before cntering a normnal, sehool
shoulci pass a miedical examination as rigici and thorougli as thiat
for life insurance.

Iu concluding this subject, the fringe cf which lias only beau
touchied, 1 hope this Association, representing professional
opinion, wiUl memorialize the ïMinister cf Education on tlie
advisability cf inspection cf IEleinentary Schoels and cf Norinal
Sehlool tca'fiers.

The Chie«ago Socicty cf Social ilygiene lias requcsted tbis
Association te cunsider the question of The Sterilizatien 3f
Criminals and othier defectives by Vasectomry.


