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what higher circles, combines in destroying hundreds by the consequent
Delirium tremeus.

Although drunkenness abounded in the ariny during the campaigns of
William the First, the Duke of Marlborongh, the Duke of Cumberland,
and George the Second, ai.d “ our men™ drank decply,us wellas « swore
terribly in Flanders,” we hear noiliing of the disease in the works of
contemporary nedical wniters; yet we may presume that swany eases
st have occurred, and passed undistinguished from other affections of
the brain. At the siege of Quebee, I believe, there s no reeend of s
occurrence amongst the besicgers although they were so intemperate
that it was necessury for General Wolfe to direet 1n erders thut <o many
sober men should be paraded for o partiendar duty.e

Iandeed, until about the beginuing of the present eentury, ittie wis
kunown of Delirium tramens, as a distinet and definite disense s amd o
continued to be confounded with cerebril makidies of a very Bl rent
character, and demanding ditierent and oppesite treatment. Aud we
may well imagine how often fatal results ninast have ensued Ueedmy
in this asthenic complaint.  In the early Peninsnlar campmiges of the
Duke of Wellington, it was ojien slurred over in the retumis of Medweui
Officers as « Ebriositus.”” * Dyspepst,” « Pluenitis?” or ¢ Mania )™ whilst
the soldiers, with much propricty aad discriminuion, cailad the disease
“the horrors.”

Dr. Blake, and one or two other autiers, assert that the cessition of
stimulating drink is the imnediate ear we of the disease.  Judgrg from
an experience denived irom sever. hundred cases, and the known of.:-
nions of several medical friends, anseined to believe that thisis g
erroncous 3 and thar the uvaber of wstaaces of Delinom tremens arsiy
from continued stimulten, compared with those resuiting from its cos-
sation, is at least twenty to one,

Sots, or muddlers, who ¢ _nerally Keep elear of ubsolute drunkenness,
are especinlly predisposed to the disease, when they execed a hittle
their potations, aid approach too elose to full intoxieation,

In the fow cases of trauniatic Reliriua tremeas that have come nader
my notice, there was reason to believe thata tendeney to contract the
disense existed, ansing from provious halitsof intemperance 5 or, au the
more sounding langnage of 4 work of great merit, *“in whose con-
stitutions the ebrwstatic dwthesis had been established by frequent
excesses.”}

* The writer has seen an order book of General Woife, during the siege of Quebec, con-
taining seveial such oiders.  But none of tus kind immediately preceded the mounting of
the heights of Abraham, when the excitement of the coming fight appears to have exun-
guished all desire for dnuk. This is exactly what took place on the eve of the gieat tattles
in the Peninsula.
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