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« Uafettered,” as the Canadian Thompsenian hoasts|
himself, he glories in his freedom from an intimaey with
the various articles of the materin medica, yet he pro.
claims himself everywhere as fettered to the employ.
ment of Lobelia, cayeune and steans. = Unfettere],” he
¢ thunders the death knell of medieal intolerance,” and
“sounds the shrill (piping?) notes of alarm.” A
‘““ magazine’ is forthwiti issued,~—we thanked our stars
that it proved not an “inferaal machine,™ and contaired
no posvder, so full of xound and fury was it.

After announcing the ohject and plan of this ¢ maga-
zine,” the editor states, that he sends the present num-
bher to one hundred gentlemen. cach of whom is expected
to obtain ten subseribers at 5s each, the amount to be
remitted at the receipt of the second numher: afier
which, the editor pledges himself to continuc Ui Jouna.
for twelve months; then follows a critical exannnation
of the Upper Canada Act of Incorporation, an operation
‘perfermed much to the editor’s satisfaction, who winds
up his remarks in the following complacent manney;—
“Let noune, therefore, accuse us of enthusiasm, for no
zeal, however ardent, can soar above the maguitude and
importance of cur theme.””  This is succeeded by “a
regular dialogue,” between the ghosts of deceased
physicians who, by Mr. Dick’s magic wand, sre made
to “burst their cerements” and “revisit us in pale
glimpses of the moon.”  Next follows the Constitution
of the Thompsonian Medical Reform  Association,
adopted Dec. 12, 184S; and the remainder coasists of
Thompsouian letiers, 2 temperance sengy, and gleanings,
profane and seligious, to amuse all tastes,  Tu this re.
spect it is most decidedly < unfettered ;7 for Thompson-
ianism ¢ pales its ineflectual fire™ hefore three-fourths of
the number is completed.

“ART. IQX?(XV[.——chorl to the Commissioners of the Tem-
porary Luaatic Asylum al Heauport. Quedec: January,
1849.

This is the first report of the above institution, and, as
it contains a short but too faithful narrative of the
management of the insane in this Province, antecesdenty
to the establishment of the asylum, we will quste from it
as muck as relates to 1his subject :—

Towards the elose of the last century an order in Couneil was
pazsed, authorising an appropriation for the mahutennnee of insane
persons in the Province of Lower Canade.  These insanc persons
were intrusied to the eare of eertain relygions commuuitics in the
respeetive distticts of Montreal, Quebee, and Three Rivers, the
:Government paying a yearly sum of about £32 10, for the sup-
port of each patient ¥

As in similar institutions in Europe, at this period, insane per.
sons were confined merely as unmanageabie, or as dangerous to
the community, or to themselves, No meastires were adopted for
ticir restoration to reuson.  They were st up in separate cells,
deharred intercourse with the warld, and with cach ather, were
left to brovd over their disurdered fancics, until they beeame
maniacaly tore their cloth=s, beeame filthy in their habits, and,
from a well-known law of nature, that the faculties beeome dor.
mant for want of exercise, beeame imbecile or idiotic.  Ocension-
ally a patient was removed by his friends, rarely was one dischurged

* The sum aliowed by Government for the support of cach
petient was one shilling and cight pence per diem, there- were
hesides veeasional appropriations fur the repairs of the building
and fance, '
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restored to reeson. Qver the portals of these reeeptacies, might,
with truth, have been engraved the weil knuwn hines of Dante,
O Voi che intrate, lasciute Ly sprrunza

Stropg representations weie made from time {o time by differcnt
Grand Juries, of the greneral unfitness of 1hese reecplacles 5 of their
flthy enndition ; of the damp and want of ventilation of ihe colls;
and of the general treatment of the unfortunate inmates,

In justice to the religious hulics, it muet ba said, that they them.
selves were desirous to he relieved from their charge, and repeat-
cdly urged the unfitness of the place of confinement, and the
nceessity of better means of accomadation {ur the patients ender
their care.

In 1843, Sir Charles Mdtealfe assumed the Governmment of the
Canadas, and in his first speech at the opening of the House,
urged the neeessity of an inproved system of treatment for the
insang. During the scesion, noticn was given by the Hon. 7. C.
Aylwin, of his intention to bring in a Bill to provide for the eare
and treatment of the insane, but owing to the press of othee
hasiness the sesstun passed over without any zetion being taken in
s anatter,

Durirg the subsequent reeess, tae Governer General eaused the
different places in which the insane were eonfined, to be visited,
and estimates {ormed of the cxpense of their removal to the coun.
try, and of the cost of their ene, maintenancee, ard medicel
treatment.

At the subsequent medting of the Legislature, the Gavernar
Generai again broaght the subject of ueyluims for the insane befora
the House, but the segsion was cafremely short, and passed over
withont any further referenee Leing made to the matter,

During the summer of 1845, His Execllency having mnde an
arseement with the uadersion d, * directed the insane persans thn
confined in the distiiets of (guebes and Three Rivera 1o be remnved
to a place fitted up for their tanporary reception at Boauport, in
neighbousheod of Quibee, and where they were aceoidingly
removed on the 16th Septemter, 1515,

At this e the insanc persons in the district of Montroal wern
confined in the Jail: thiz, however, was destitnte of almost cvery
requisita for 2 Tunatic Asylum.  1twas surrennded with buildings
there wus uo land on which the patienis conld be cmaloyed ; the
yards were insufficient for exerewse; and, morcover, the building
was required for its more legitimate purposes,  Hader these eir-
entiktsnces the Governer Gen-ral diteeted the removal of e
insanc from the districl of Mantreal to the Temporary Asyiom at
Beauport, This Tewporary Asylum was situated 23 miics from
Quebee, and was leased for the purpo:c from Col Gugy, M.

The property emnprised the Manor House, an extensive block
of ontbuildings of stone, and about two hundred aeres of Jind,
The grounds were diversificd, were sufficiently well wooded, liad
A stuthern exposure, 2ud cennmanded 1 magnficont view of the
city and harhour of Quebec.

The principal building was ¢z pable of being fitted wp fo aceo.
modate 120 patients, with their attendante,

On the 10th Scptember, the srrangements were completed for
the reception of 100 paticuts,  ‘The apartments consisted of a puh.
lic dining room, u corridor for male patitnts, 108 fect by 12 wide,
with bed-rooms opening into it, containing 40 Leds, and onc large
dormitory containing 24 hede. The femule patients oceupied a
day-rosm 36 by I8, 2 work-room 40 by 22, and five bedmons
containing 40 beds.  Meveral female patients, capable of sewing
or being otherwisz employed, wers fodged with the Warden nund
Matron in the Manor House.

On the marning of the 156 Septeniher, §8£5, the insanc persens
in churge of the religivus ladies of the General Hespital in Que-
bee, wete transferred to the Asylum at Beauport.  Much interest
was fult by the undersigned in “the removal of these unfortunate
beings.  One had been cenfined 28 years, several upwards of 20
years, and the remainder for various lesser periods. Daring the
wimle of this time they had been shat up in separate cells, in a
inw one story building, and scrrounded by a strong cedar fence
12 feet high.  They had never been permitied to leave the buili.
ing, most of them had never heen allowed to leave the separate
sual] eelis in which they bad been confined, and excepting on an
oceasion:l visit from the Grand Jury, they had rarely seen any
person but those who ministered to their urgent wants,  Of these
paticnts 2'most all were filthy in their habits, many were considered
destructive, and the remainder had beeame imbecile or idiotice.

¥ Drs, Doyle, Morin, und Fremont,



