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Periscope.—Miscellaneous Medical Intelligence.

The prool led was of the most distressing character (the age of
the injured child not excceding scven years), aud completely
esteblished the commission of the crime (which had been repeated
on severzl oceasions), as well as the communication of the discase.
‘The medical reports are subjoined.

Report by Messrs. John and Henry Duncan Spens Goodsir.

s Edinburgh University Anatomical Muscum, 3th September,
1843.—Having been i2quested to examine certain stains or spots
on some shirfs, a shift, a sheet, towel, and apron, in possession of
the police, and to pronounce, if possible, as to their nature, T have
1o report, that, after careful investigation, T have arrived at the
following results: ‘

st1st, On a shift, labelled as belonging to a girl named Braid-
wood, and on two coloured shirts, labetled as having been taken
from the house of John Hamilton, I observed large spots or stains
of a yellow colour, entircly resembling the stains produced by
purulent dischargee from the genitals.

 «2d, On the girl's shift, and on a white shirt, two coloured
shirts, a coarse towel, a sheet, and a small white apron, taken
from the house of John Hamilton, I observed spots characterised
by their faint colour, but particularly by their stiffncss, as if they
hed been produced by starching, On the girl’s shift, which was
much stained by yellow matter, the stiff sputs could only be de-
tected by the feel, but that very distinctly. These suff spots
resembled, in all respeets, those producad by seminal discharges.

«3d, When one of the stiff spots had been cut {rom the girl's
shift, and another from the towel taken from John Hamilton’s
house, and had been steeped in separate portions of cold distilled
water for some hours, they cmitted a strong characteristic odour
of seminal fluid.

« 4th, When the two portions of muddy water, in which the
two pieces of linen had becn stecped, were examined microscopi-
cally, seminal animalcules, or spermatozoa, were detected. The
majority of them were mulilated—the greater part of the tail
being generally broken off, and the head not so plump as in the
living state; but perfect specimens were also detected, differing
in no respect, or in the minutest detail, from the living animal-
cules, except in the want of mution.

w5th, I conclude, therefore, from the evidence afforded by the
Sacts just stated, that the stiff spols er stains on the girl's shift,
and on the man’s shirls, towels, §-c., were produced by the semi-
nal fluid of @ man.

(Signed) ¢ Joun Goosir, Surgeon and
Conservator of Anatomical Muscum of University
of Edinburgh, 21, Lothian Strect, Edinburgh.
Hexry D. S. Goobsir, Surgeon and
Conservator of the Royal College of Surgeons of
Edinburgh, residing with Mr. John Goodsir, Sur.
geon, 21, Lotbian Street, Edinburgh.”

Certificate by Dr. Jumes Yarrall, Professor of Midwifery.

« 1 hereby certify, on soul and conscience, that I have, within
the lest cight days, examined, on three different occasions, John
Hamilton, at present a prisoner in the lock-up house. By these
examinations I have satisficd myself that Hamiiton has a discharge
from the urethra which has the usual characters of gonorrheea in

“its Ilatter stages. Further, I have had an opportnity of secing
"some of the seminal animalcules, obtained from the clothes worn
by the girl, who accuses him of having attempted scxual con-
nexion with her.  Tiiese animalcules are decisive of the spot or
spots on the shift, from which they were talcen, being stained by
male semen.  On this subject, however, I enclose the opinions of
the Messrs. Goodsir, two of the best microscopists in Scotland,
and whose observations on such a subject as the present may be
_most implicitly relied upon.

(Signed) «J. V. Smaresow, M.D., Professor of Midwifcry.

'« Edinburgh, 10th Scptember, 1843.”

The jury found the prisoner guilty of the graver erime, that of
assault, with the intent to ravish, and other aggravations, as laid
in the indictment ; whercupon he was sentenced to be transported
for fourteen years.

{The report by the Messre. Goudsir, and accompanying certifi-
cate of Dr. Simpson, are of grcat interest, as indicating the satis.
factory mode of ascertaining the presence of seminal fluid on linen
some Lime after its being depusited. Alter an interval of weeks,
and even months, the same method of inquiry has proved suceess-
ful in other cuses.} T

MISCELLANEOUS.

MISCELLANEOUS GENERAL AND MEDICAL
INTELLIGENCE.
. Poisoning by Mace.—A case was lately recorded by Dr. Watson
in the Provincial Journal, The quantity taken was about a tea.
spoonful.  In the course of an hour pain was felt at vertex, with
slight nausca. In three hours more giddiness was superadded ; cold
shivering succeeded, atiended by cxcessive heats ; sensation of
blood flowing violently to the head, with feeling of intensc pres.
sure. Some brandy was administered, and the patient felt as if
violently galvanized. Mind unclonded, consecious of danger,
although not apprehensive of it. Pulsc varied from 70 to 100.
There was great prizcordial anxicty. When seen by two physi-
cians the fect were coid, head throbbed, eyes injecled, counte.
nance peculiar, and * the words employed to cxpress his sensa-
tions sceined sclected for their ment of being the opposite of
what should have been used.” Temporals pulsated strongly for
several hours, The intcllectual disturbance continued for three
days. Emetics were cexhibited, with stimuolants after.” The
effects preduced can only be attributable to the essential oil, con.
stituting, according to James, 1.18th of the oil obtainable by ex.
pression.—The influenza is very prevalent at Strasbourg, attended
with grcat mortality. Bronchitis and pneumonia were its most
common sequele.—The deaths from cholera at Constantinople
were from 14 to 22 per cent. daily.  3d December last, cramps
were not a common symptom. The axillary temperature was
often 97° to 99°. Death commonly occurred in from 2 to 12
hours after the attack. Information to January 17 stotes, that,
owing to the cold, it had ccased in the provinces around the
Caspian ; it existed, however, in Moscow, Mohilew, and Witefisk,
but the cases were mild. Intelligence from Aleppo (18th Dec,),
states that it had appeared at Beregik, on the Euphrates, causing
10 to 15 deaths daily.  On the whole, the accounts were favour.
able; the wintry weather having caused a subsidence in the num-
ber of cases, and their severity.—~The Guzetfe Medicale states,
that a woman at Nicderheim, in labour, sent for her physician,
For particular rcasone, he ordered his servant to bleed her, after -
which she sank and died. The parish curate, called to admiuister
the consolations of religion, finding her dead, performed the
Casarian scction, with a common table kuife, and extracted a
child wineh lived long enough to be baptized. " The servant was
prosccuted for illegal practice, while it was held no offence in law,
for any person not licensed 1o practisc, to perform the Cmsarian
operation on a female recently after death.—In consequence of the
prevalence of poisoning by arsenic, it has been proposed in France
1o colour it with Prussian blue, and to mix with it a smali quan.
lity of nux vomica,—A writer in the London Medical Gazette,
states the number of deaths among medical men in Ireland (about
2609). for the four years preceding 1847, was 252, forming an
average of 62 per annum. Of these 252, 76 died from fever,
forming an average of 19 per annum. Last year 191 died, of
whom 123 were from fever alone—a rate of about 1 to cvery 14
of the profession.~The London Mcdical Guzette (March 3),
complains {and not without cause) of the enactments of Lord
Morpeth’s Health of Towns Bill. In a measure of that kind
one would naturally have supposed, that the chief appointinents
would have been held by medical men, whosc education particu-
larly qualifics them for such duties; but there is not the slightest
likelihood of such being the case. On the contrary, cngi;écrs.
and surveyors, and id genns omue, are the men who stand the
greatest chance of receiving the official stations. In sanitary
questions, they must have recomse to the profession again ; and
thus is the knowledge of its members filched away.  It'is time
that the profession should be stirriag for its own interest in theee
matters, and more deference will be paid to it, when the informa-
tion which it is capable of furnishing is not so readily yiclded.
The Gazette remarks, that * there is no guarantec that the
General Board will contain even one member of the profession,
and engincers, surveyors, and town clerks, are likely to take the
rlace of medical men in the subordinate® appointinents.”—An
arrangement has been recently entered into between the English
licensing bodies for a medical reform Bill. Itis intended, 1st,
That there shall be a Council for the general controul of medical
education and practice. 2d, That two.thirds of this Counecil
should consist of registered members of the profession, * 3d,




