
SIEPHERD-ESTEIDAY AND TO-DAY.

uuiknown, and as for the course of the fibres in the brain and the spiinil
cord, they were a inystery. Physiology was not mueh botter. The college
possessed one microscope and I remenber well waiting my turn for over
an hour to sec the circulation of the blood in the frog's foot, Soietimes.
towards the end of the session, we had a day wlen we took turns to look
at about a dozen imported microscopic slides .of the various tissues.

In my student days and for some tinie afterwards, the cause and or-
igin of phthisis crecated much dispute and acrimonious discussion. The
discovery of the tuberele bacillus by Koch, followed by experiiments witlh
tuberculin soon cleared the atnosphere and settled the question of the
origin of the disease and its contagiousness. Koch's discovery was fol-
lowed by mnany others, anc new flelds of investigation were opened. and
nuch light thrown upon the cause of disease. Of course this phase
vent to extremes and everybody was discovering bacilli. One was dis-

covered in old age, another iii fracture of the leg and so on, but ile
knowledge of the bacillary origin of disease altords us soime hope that in
tirme to cone remedies imay e found which will abolish certain trouble.s
which at present afflict the humai anjil and others. Materia Med ica
was of the niost ancient character, though dragon's tceth, powdered skull
and unumny were not in the list of drugs. Still we heard a good deal
about musk and castorcuni, antimnony and ipecae, cassia and squills,
tragacantli and gumn acacia, coccus aid Spanish fiy. Now we have fims
of i anufacturing druggists who not only put up beautifuil preparations
of various drugs in a portable and pahitable fori, but they kindly tel!
us what to use-them for, an how to 'use themn. We shall soon have our
drugs giveír in ithe strects perhaps froin penny-in-the-slot" machines.
We hiad sone very good hedside teachinîg froin mon like the late Dr.
Howard. who vas a borni clinéal teacher. We spent considerable time in
the hospitals picking up whbat crusts we could froin tlie attending phy-
sicians. and making out the rest for ourselves. The clinical exanin-
ations, like the clinie, were conducted in the hospital, I admit, but cer-
tainly not at the bedside. Now, ail this is changed, and any on,; who
wishes practical instruction in any subject is abie to get it in well
equiped laboratories. Your opportu nities are great, Gentlemen, and
sec that yo take proper advantage of them. Much is in the womb of the
future, great discoveries by whiich disease will be arrested, mucli dimin-
ished, or abolished aitogether, are in the air. We are iu a progressive
age, anid one which is teeminîg with interest. God grant that our brains
will keep pace withwa i iecessary to learn, so tliat we may not.be
lefttehind in. t rapid march of scieic6. I trust tha' this greatUnmi-
versity will retain, its piace' in the vani which it has gained by bard work
and ,reverançé, and thlat -it will.never lig behind. I the hicls oT
the younger genei-ation. your hands, Gentlemen, is the lamnp f scientifie


