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effort. Mining of itself is not a hazardous occup-
ation, and if to-day it can be clnssed as ‘notorious-
y dangerous: i jg because a lack of duﬂplmg,
combined with the attitude of labor, has made it
80 Nature was very lavish with her coal depos-
its, but she did not deem it seemly that her gifts
8hould be held toq cheaply so they were entailed,
in the form of gases, w’xi(-h man's ingenuity must
remove before he ean lay bare her bosom and
and delve into the heart of hep treasures. Apd
over her hoart wepe written the words, “Whep
entering here legye all flame without. ¢
Has man risen to the level of nature's test ?
Yeur after youp has he torp asido the mantle, and
dug and delyed his wuy, into the very vitals of
his luvish mistress, until writhing in her agony, a
convulsed and outruged nature has spurned him
forth, burned and broken, or buried him deep in
the tomb of her indiunu(ion. For, alwa 'S, man
has carried the flame; always has he broken that
simple lnw of nature, and always has he paid the
final penalty of,—not ignorance but disobedience,
Or man did rise to the level when he produced

the safety lamp,

The ideal eon) mine would be one in which the
k of mining Was carried on without the intro.
ion of any agency which could produce flame.
s i%, of course, Unattainable, but the ideal is
Not a necessity, und the necessity was never made
impossible to man; only diflieult” at times to at-
tain.  The first necessity then in this instance is
the use of , flame, for light Riving purposes,
Which shall be g, confined within gwven cireuit,
s Lo be rendered harmless, [hepe are many
types of & afoty Lamps, but only a few that fulfiil
the many conditions required, to produce g safe
lamp, Fvep then we must admit that so far
there has not been produced perfectly safe Safo-
ty Lamp., Byt wit‘n the proper use of the best
types the danger of igniting an explosive mixture
is practically impossible, 4

The socond necessity in the mining of coal js
the use of explosives for hlowing down the conl,
and 5o far man has not distinguished himself in
meeting thi necessity, He hay rather allowed
things to drif and turned his attention to mak.
ing war explosives rather than mining explosives,
But taking the best we can get to day and know.
ing how to use it, there should be very few lives
lost at the end of the yoar, dye to the use of ex.
plosives, Thepe isa third agent of the mining
ndustry hich, by the majority of mining’ inen,
is prohably considered » necessity ; that js ‘Elect-
ricity,"  The writer does not so consider it, since
its work can he done cqually well by another a.
gent, that has the udded advantage of l'ncnmuinu
the fuctor of safety, Astoa question of eost it
is not yet Proven that compressed air peed step
aside for its piyy, electricity. This brings me to
A summing up of 1,6 conditions whicl, nrrunt
the statement thut ‘Conl Mining should be one of
the sufest Occupations, '

First—No coal mine should be operated with
any other than safety lnmps,

Yecond —No other than a detonating or high
explosive fired by a battery should be used. Such
explosive to be subjoct to Government tosts and
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approval, :

Third—No other flame or heat producing a-
gent should be permitted past general assembling
points,

These three conditions would of course call for
strict rules and Regulations governing the use of
each. 1In this wa. the r(wpunsibilit'y would rest
directly on the ofticials to see that t e Ruh:s were
properly and inu-llim-nlly carried out, Thig of
courso would mean many changes from the DLe-
sent system, The breaking of nuch_ regulations
by workmen should constitue a eriminaj tbtfullf-e,
and an iron bound discipline should characterize
the handling of )] mine employees,

The Canadian Consolidated Cogl Co. are to be com-
mended for appesling to the Government o have D,
Hugh Fletelyer, ane of the most distinguished and cel-
ebrated Geologists in Canada, advise with them and
Suggest to them the most Iik(~l_|' places in his obinion
where the body of eon) can be discovered on the areas
owned by ghe company, W, understand that Dy,
Fletcher visited the Property last week, o had an
iuterview i), the wanager of the mine at the Rich.
mond colliery gy £ave him directions where iu hig
opinion some Prospeeting should he done, It is hig
intention to vigjy the Property and make o thorough
survey of them at an early date when 1t is hoped he
will be able ¢, lend such assistance to the company as
will enable them to locate the basin of ¢oal which
must exist hetween Cleaveland ang Port Maleolm,
The persistent ang untiring effi,pts of the Munngin
Direetor, H. . Pead, will we believe vet be ('rnwncg
With success uy they deserve to b His faith in the
existence of g great basin op body of eoal on his areas
is, we believe, wel) placed and will materialize, — East-
ern Journal.

lntercolonlal Railway.
~NEW YEAR,

Will sell vound trip tiokety of FIRST CLASS ONE way FARE,
to all points on the Kailys

Good Going Decembop o + Returning Januay qep, 1909,

THROUGH ISSUE, vints | Moutreal iy Canada,
Port Arthur Qnt + Detroit, Port Hury le Marie, Michigan
and East thereof. Good Going Decombor S1st. and Jan Ist., return.
ing Javuary ath, 1900

FIRST CLASS ONE WAY FARE to MONTREAL added to
FIRST CLASS ONE way FARE and ONE THIRD from MON.
TREAL

Going Deo, 241hy ; 26th. 28¢h,, 20th, 30th,
Return Jun, ) 1909

For Fares 1o Points on loca) ¢
Agent,

Blst., and Jan, 1st,

ounceting lines apply nearest Tioket

lntercolonlal Rallway.
XMAS. and NEW YEARS,

—_—
Will sell Round Trip Tickets oy FIRST CLASS ONE WAY FARE
o all points on the Tt vhinl Railway, Going  Deoober 20t
808 1o January )y, 1999, Ry turning Jay v dth, 1909

THROUGH I8SUE—Firn; sipur (18- Way Through Fare o noints

beyoud Montieal in (q Port Arthup, Ont., Detroit, Pory uron,
Sault Ste. Marie, M b “ost thereof,

Going Decomlyer 24th, and 25¢) s Retumn Docomber 25th, Going
December 81y, 1905, and January Tat, 1909, Return January 4eh, 0y

FIRST CLASS ONE WAY FARE to MONTREAL Added to
FIRST CLASS ONE way FARE ang ONE THIRD from
MONTREAL.'

Going Decernbor 214t , gan) + 23nd | 24th,, o5e

+ 25th,, 20ch, 8))
st » wanuary Ist.  Keturn 1)) January stly 1009,

For Fares to points on local connecting lines pply to nearest Ticket
Agent,




