158

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

Since 1852 the population of Great Britain has increased by two and
& half millious. The total population is more than twenty-four and a balf
millions. It will be readily scen that the appliances for educnting the
young Britons are iuadequate, that they have not increased in the ratio
of the increase of population, und that Mr Fawecett and his friends are
quite right in agitating for 2 more eflicient school system

—The Right Hon. W. E. Gladstoae, M P, distribused the prizes awarded
to the successful competitors at the examication of the pupils counected
with St. Martin's College. Castle-street, London. The college has even-
ing classes for instruction in English, French, Latin, and Mathematics.
Tn the courso of a short nddress. Mr. Gladstone siid : Urejoice to see the
features by which this institution is characterized, and the help aud coun-
tenunce which are @iven to it by the authorities of the locality. I unders-
tand that the prizes are founde.f by the goodwill of certain individaals.
Above all, I rejoice to think—which is the pith and substances of the
whole—that there is such a willingness on tbe part of young men to
take advantage of it  Many of the pupils contrive to find the requisite
tine after long hours of labour. They find “odds and ends” of time, the
wise application of which, steadily continued, produces after a period,
great results. That saving of odds and ends is a very humble art, but it
is one which none ought to neglect. There is a very curious story 1old,
and which I believe 's true, of n Frenchman named Lafitte, who wasa
boy with but poor meuns of subsistance. He applied to & banker in Paris
to take him into his service. The banker said he could not. as he had no
room for him Lafitte turned away very much down-hearted but as he
was crossing the bauker's floer he saw a pin on the ground. He stooped
down and picked it up  The banker was so struck by this incication of
care and thought that he called hitn back, and said that he would find
him a place. He did so, and Lafitte became the founder of u bank which
still exists, and which for a long time was a most famous one. It wusa
very shight indication, and very curious that so much should depend upon
the little, wretched, miserable pin I will not say that it is upon the pins
‘you pick up; but this I will suy, that very much depeads upon the mo-
ments you pick up  There are many who think that we have nothing to
do but to look to the great masses and bulk of time. If, however, you
look to the moments, the hours, the days, the years wil take care of
themselves. It is this manful devotion of time for the purposes of study,
after hard labour has been performed, and which would afford, perhaps
grounds of excuse for not so applying them, that proves your earnstness,
and for which you must receive benefit. The state of society in which we
live is very pecu.ar and very anxious: We live 2 state of society in
which the power of the community is growing with enormous rapidity,
and in which the means of enjoyment are nlso being multiplied very
rapidly. It is a state of society in which 1 am thankful to say that the
shares of the profits of industry which accrue to working men have been
largely increased. And in the definition of working men, I at this moment
wish to include those who labour with the pen or head, supposing them
to be dependent upon their Inbour, just as much as Iinclude the skilled
mechanic or artisan. The latter have a larger augmentation of their
means of living than those who pursue the labours of the desk. But
although they are still in many cases insufliciently paid, they are much
better paid than they were twenty or thirty years ago. This fact is owing
to the unequalled prosperity of the country during the past twenty-five
years It was more needed that the number of rich men should be
ncreased than the enjoyments of rich men should be multiplied. It was
very desirab ¢ that those who had to labuur so hard. who had so arduous
a battle to fight, should be better rewarded  But it would be a false as-
sumption to suppose because labour is better paid that the labouring man
is richer. That does not follow. There are two kinds of wealth and two
kinds of poverty. There are wealth and poverty absolute and measured
by the wealth of money's worth, and poverty which are relative and not
measured by the mere amonnt of moncey or money’s possession, but by the
relations money or money’s worth brings to the views and character and
habiis of the possessor. In consequence of this you will often find that a
man who uses small means is 1ot unprepared to confess that he is rich;
so, conversely, you will find a man, whose great means are outstripped
by the grester greediness of bis desires, compliining of his poverty, and
that even while he is rolling in abundance. When the last happens—and
1 believe and trust that it does oot often bappen—it is one of the most
lamentable cases of human debasement that can be found upon the face
of the carth. \What I want to point ont is that, along, with the increase
of means, the standard of want rises. It is a critical period in the babits
of individunls or socicty when, although the means may increase, the
wantsincrease faster than the means—when the wantsand wishes of aman
increase more rapidly than the value of his labour rises. The man than
is poorer. The question is not what the condition of each man shall be but
that each be master of his own condition. Of those instruments by which a
man may hecome master of bis own condition, by far the most powerfulis to
hie found in the religious motive. That I now pass by. Itisnot one
which we have met to consider, though it will dictate that which I am
going to mention—that each one in his owen station should labour earn-
cstly for the improvement of his own mind, humbly thinkiog that the
knowledge be acquires isbut 28 a grain of sand compared to that which he
does not acquire. Pursuc knowledge with, confidence and perseverance,

first of all for the great value which it possesses in itself, and the great

value that is not initself but beyond itself; it acts upou the mind,strength-

ening i* enlarging it, enlightening it, giving it power of tissue, & subtlety

and elasticity of movement, capacity for application to all the purposes of
life, raisiog the human being, not in outer circumstauces, alone—though

it has & most powarful tendency to dv that—but cunobling the character

nud the faculties with which the miud is endowed, and in consequence of
which men alone, of a1l crented beings, has the high and noble title “that

he was made in the image of God.” You have shown that you understund

this because you practiseit I most cordially wish well to your lubour.

May every oneof you, cach in his own home, cach in his own heart, cach

in his owu private labour and occupation, each in the bosom of his family,

each in the day of adversity, ench in the day of prosperity, reap the fruits-
which diligent, houest, muuful labour never will fuil to produce. They

muny come sooner or later. In some the faculties are developed earlier
than in others Withsome it takes much time and labour before their fruits

are seen. Butdepend upon it there is not a man, excep.ing thuse who

huve the misforiune 10 be born blind. or dexf, or idiotic, but spenking

geacrally of those who are recognized as in the ordinary condition of free

agents—there is not a man, whatever his difference in taleat and endow-
meat, who has not a sufficicnt store, if he will only use it aright, to enable

lim to live for the benefit of himsclf, for the benefit of his fellow creatures
and for the honour and glory of God — Papers for the St hoslmaster.

In Mr. Lowe's vebement speech on the occasion of the third reading of
the Reforo: Bill he thus pointsout the bearing of that measure upon our
National Education.

¢ I have been one who thought that our institutions in respect to the
education of the people were as efficient as they could well be. I shrunk
from the notion of forcing cducation on people. It scemed more in accord-
ance with our icstitutions to allow the thing to work and freely to sup-
plement the system.  That whole question has now completely changed
All the opinions I held on that subject are scattered o the winds by this
measure of the Government. It appears to me that before we bad intrus-
ted the masses—the great bulk of whom are uneducated—wilh the whole
power of this country we should have taught them a little more, and not kav-
ing done so, this rash and abrupt measure having been forced upon them the
only thing we can do is as fur as possible to remedy the evil by the most
universal measure of education that can be devised

¢ It w.ll not be unworthy of a Conservative Government, at any rate,
to do what can be done in that direciion. I was opposed to centralisation
1 am ready to accepl centralisation. I was opposed to an education rate.
1 am ready now to accejt it. This question is no longer a religious
question, it is a politicnl one. From the moment thul you entrust the
masses with power their cducation becomes an absolute necessity, and I
believe that the existing system is one which is much superior to the much
vaunted Continental system. But we shall bave to destroy it ; it is not
quality but quantity we shall require. You have placed the Government
in the hands of the masses, and you must therfeore give them ecducation.
You must take education up the very first question, und you must press it
on without delay for the peace of the country.”—Ibid.

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE.

— artifical meerschaum is now prepared for commerce, according to
the Chemical News, by mixing 100 parts of silicate of soda, at 35 degrees,
with 60 parts of carbunate of magnesia and 80 parts of native meerschaum
or pure slumina—the mixture to be carcfully pulverized, fincly sifted,
boiled with water, und placed in porous moulds. It is presumed the
“ silicate of soda at 35 degrees ” means silicate which, when in solution,
would stand at 35 degrees Reaume; and the further presumption is in
order that much of the * genuine meerschaum” displayed in big windows
of pipe manufacturers is mixed according to the foregoing, or some other
recipe.

Animal electricity —To the agency of friction, the amber of the an-
cients, the chemical action of modern voltaism, the mysterious proper-
ties of natural and artificial magnets or loadstone, and that pecnliar vital
principle inherent in certain animals, are due all the cffects generally
included in the comprehensive term electricity. If to these primary causes
we add those of terrestrial currents and inequality of temperature, we pro-
vide. at least in theory, for all those atmospheric phenomena hitherto inex-
plicable upon any known data. If, as a certain eminent ccclesiastic re-
marked, ¢« chance is a word to express our own ignorance,” what a
 chance” clectricity must be. Itis to the savant aud the philosopher
what « heart disease™ is to the coroncr and the faculty, Exactly & century
ago galvanism was first discovered, and the term was applied to describe
a species of electrical excitation, prosumed at that time to differ materially
inits origin from all other simila-effects Evidently the cause was re-
ferred to some muscular agency, which produced a peculiar seasation or
tastc when two dissimilar mectals were applied, one upon the upper and
the other upon the lower surface of the tougue. Sulzer who made this
discovery, nscribed it to Some vibratory motion produced ln the nerves of
the tongue, naturally a highly sensitive organ, and inferior in that res-
pect only to the eye Galvani, whose name is familiar with the celebrated
cxperiments upon the limbs of frogs freshly killed, more fully developed
this theory, and was the father of & pew school, which, while recognizing




