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iniposing gateway. 'Vkcie are roads traversiiig the grounds in various
directions, îvhielî aire paved wvitli drcssed stoiie. TrIe are gates on the
roads in ai the division walls. Thle grounds are sowii îith grass, inter-
s;persedwîith ilower-le<ls. TIhe easterii division i s interseceted by a transverse
Nvail rning ewst and west. There is ail altar to Ileaveiî i cach. of these
sýubdivision-s, and they arc dlistiingutishied as the soutlîerî and northern
altars. The two altars are the sainu iii structure. Buit on the top of the
iîortherui altar there is erected an imposing tliree-storied building, 'vith
thrce doines to represent the eanopy of heaven. This eaui le seen frorn
inany places about the city, anîd it is coinmolîly called the Tfempl~e of
Ileaven.

The altar to licaven is built of whlite inarbie, and is of inaînmcoth size.
It is circular i shape, and it is biiilt îvitlh successive terraces, one above
the other. The lowest une is :210 feet in diarneter ; flhe second is 150
feet, and the topmnost terrace is 90 feet iii diaineter and 27 feet above the
ground, as tlie first one is nine feet above the ground, and ea-ch successive
terrace is nine feet above the une beloîv it. 'rae outer circumference of
each terrace has a balustrade of carved niarbie. The aseent to cadi suc-
cessive terrace is made tîy four inarbie stairways, one froin cach point of
the coinpaqs. The higfliest terraee bas a circuilar space of 90 fret iii dianie-
ter, and the Iower terraces ]lave cacli ai circular balcony of 30 fê.et ini
widthi. The top surface and the balconies have a.rrangirements- for the erc-
tion of thc required teins. There are idles in tie inarbie flooring. for the
teut polos, and there are heavy blocks of inarbie withî lioles te w'hich tic
teut ropes are fastened. Thoere are iniarbie stands on whli ec inceuse-
lioldeîs and offeringrs are placed. A table before Nvioh tic emporor
stands when roading tic annual prayer and inaking the efferings is plaoed
near the south side of the terraco. There arc lre opcnwork iron urns
plnced i different parts of the grounds around the altar, in wvhieh thc silk
and other offerings ard the writton prayer are burncd ; and to thc south-
east of thc altar is a lpnze fiurnace, in wvhiclh a whole b~okis consunied
as a biirnt-offeriuig.

On tie day before tie wvorslip nine teiîtr,, covered Nwith sky-blue sllk
cloth, are erected on the northeril side of the htighest torrace for flic
tablet te Ileaven and for tie tableth cf uigit of tic iniperial ancestors,
%vio are wvorsilipped conjointly wvith -Icaven. On thc mniddle balcony
teuts; are erectcd for tie tablets of sun and stars oxt tic cast side, and for
thc tablets cf the nîoün and rain, cloudis, tlîuuder, and iwind on thc Wvest
side. On this saine balcony, njear tie top of the soutlicrn stairway, a tout
covcred with vellow silk is erccted te bu used as thc imperial robing Lent.

On the north of tic altar is a round building cuceloscdl withi a hligI wali.
It is called tic temple of the Iiinperial Ex\panse. la it tiere are nine band-
somcly gilded a~dcarved cffses, wvierc, tic taL-u1,ts to Ileaven and to tic
cight, ixuperinu aneestors arc safclIy depositud. 1 was so fortunate as to
obtain an ontrauce to this depository, and te get a sighit of tilese tablets.


