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soine of thien as far as iEîglanr 'iii a few hundred
years after the Romans hiad u~îlanfrom tlîat
country. T~3rhistrry tiiere natturtlly diviu fitself
iiute two periocîs; the first extcnding from thoir
arrivai utitil tli6ir banislinent in 1290 ; the second
frot their returo under the Comnmonwealthî tt thre
prescrit.

WeV have no explanation of the first appearance
of the à"ows iii Etigland, yet they are foutid tiiere
under the Saxons. They sem to havo very soon
succeeded in establishing a lucrative trade, but feeling
the insecurity of Llîeir position as aliens, they
aitteinptedl to buy £rom the kings of England the
privileges of citizens, and after prolonged negetiations
tlîey are said to have pnrelhased froin the Conqueror
te right of setHlerent in the eountry. Ever after

the conclusitu of this bargain the Yevs ivera consid-
ered the absolute possession of the sovereign, and
tijeir condition varied with theceharacter and cireum-
stance3 of the reigning, monarch. But wlîatever the
disposition of the king toward the Jews might be,
wbether that of cruelty, indiflerence, or even an
inclination to rnercy, the hiate of flic people only grewv
foercer, as thiey inierpased ini wealtli and influence.
This~ intense hatred is traeeable to two distinct causes,
the Jews' contempt for Christianity and the dogmas
of the clîurch, and their avarice and extortion ini the
nioney miarket. These features led to horrible
charges and unjust suspicions. As early as te reign
of Stephen, clark tales that liad gitined cred'cce on
the continent began to be circuiated in Enigland, to
the effeet tniat iU was a Jewvish practice to crucify
Chîristian children ab Elaster, ia înoekery of the cruci-
fixion of Christ. This and sitailar charges were
afterw.ards believed to be without fou.ndaticn, enigin-
atiî," as their historian remarîrs, Il only when the king
wvas itianifestly in need, of money»

The circulation of such reports afforded a gold..î,
opportunity to both king and people Vo f111 thieir
cofferi at the Jewei expense. Witbout fear of justice
oQýanized gangs of plunderers ransacked bouses and
carried off theîe treasures. The king demanded large
suais for private purposes. The Jewvs patiently
endured ail in the hope o! again extorting wealthi, and
took sulent revenge by means of their detested system
of usury. A succession of such events, witli a few
months or years of comparative pence intervening,

characterizes the history of the Jewvs in Egin for
iany centuries. A notable outbreak wvas the wvel1-
known. massacre thiat began. at the coronation of
Richard 1. An iden of the poptilar feeling at te
tinte iinay bc gathered froni the fact that wiCee the
grreatest outrages were conîntitted ne one suffered for
the crimec, Nvhile the ntonk whio records, the tragedy
piously exclilîs, IlBlessed be God wvho delîvered up
the wvicked to death."

Wibh thii. accession of John, fortune seented, to
siie upon the Jetvs. Blut wiîile titis faithless king
wvas heaping favors upon thein wvîtl royal generosity,
lie was Nvith brutal slîrewdness ainline te inerease
their weaith whicl' le planned te make bis eovn at a
single stroke. After ton years cf faver their gracious
king suddenly passed te the extreme, cf cruelty
against theni. Every Israelite, xvithout distinction cf
age o r sex, wvas imprisonecl, their property confiscated,
and the torture made te wvring frein theni the dis-
closure cf their secret treasures.

The saine melanchoiy history pictures tlîeir condi-
tien througbout the long reign et Henry III., except
that there wvoes inereased, as experience showved Vto
their eneinies neîv retlîods of extortingy gain froni
theni. Then appears the nevelty of a Jewish Jarlia-
ment. Accompanying the sheriff's writs were
terrible tlîreats cf punishment fer cll tvho shouid fail te
appear, and wheu. Ilbis ntaJesty's faithful Jews " were
regularly assembled in legisiative capacity they were
cooly inforîned tlîat tlieir whole duty was, without
debate, te, assesss and levy upon tiienselves the suin cf
20,000 marks. A nunber in certain constituencies,
less loyal than titeir represenitatives.. questioned the
right cf this parliament te, tax thern and reiisted
payntent. To nîceet Vhis clifficulty the king sintply
seized the collectors wliose accounts werc short, appro-

priated tîteir property, and irnprisoned. theni, together
wwith their -%vives and children. As flenry's difficul-
Vies increased with the comnmencenment cf the Barons'
wars bis reseurces depended alrnost wholly upon the
Jews. , .Again and again ho drew froni theni eneraxous
sums. That they centinued for se long te meet these
dentands shows net only te vastiiess cf their wealth,
but aise the rapidity af its accumulation, which can
only be accounted fer by tho exorbitant interest they
wvere able te celleet, wbieh was crensidered moderato
at fifty per cent. There wnï: a lintit even Vo Jewvisli


