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‘But you can resict ity he sail, <1 know manty who werc as
nuch enslaved ar you are, who are now sober men.

¢That cannot be,’ was my positive, half indignatt reply, for [
t1ought he was tr.fling with me. ¢ Who has heard of any one 80
"1t gone a8 I am, cver being ‘reformed? Neo, no; T shall fill s
d-ankard’s grave,’ and 1 shook my head in the bitterness of des-
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*Thave heard—TI have scen ve'y many whio were as little like.
., ta be roctmuncd us you are, who aic now sober, jadustrious
“acn, with their families again around them and ugain happy.—
{his is n new era, my friend, a new power is at work, and what
* =8 oner consid:rid hopelcse, is now an eviry day cecurrence.
1'mdreds of i .vho have hecn in the constant hobit of drinking
“avo renot.ced higuor altogether, and are now banted togcther
-~ mutaal asastacse.  Conie, will you not join in with them 7'

“has the 1 1 v urged me, and 1 listened us if in & dreain.

After he had ecied, 1 sd ergerly, as 1 rose to my feet.

‘C ir, o not ifie with me! Is what you eay, indeod truo ?
a1 o drunken wrateh, dobased us | am, be recluimed 1

‘lie can, any fricta? was the cmphatic answer. ¢ For ten

ars I was a drunkard. It ia now six months since I tasted b

wor, #+1ud 1 have no desire for it.’

* How siunge all ths sounded to me! And as he spoke, a
. 2w Lope smuag up in my bosonm.  But this bope quickly faded,
~nd I rd in 2 sad tone :

+ Others may refoim, but I cannot.  If T were to quit drinking
waat could 1 ¢o? 1 have no home, no friends, no clothcs that
- re evea dees ' —:ll men would continue to shan mnc as a loath.
-yms wretenn who had lost all cluims to human consideration.

¢ Do yo 1 really wish to reform 2 the stranger gow asked e, in
1 decided, serious voice.

¢ I do, most sincercly.?

¢ Phen yeu can reform,  Ceme with me, he added, taking hold
' mvamm: * wherever ther~ 2 awill, there is a way.”

<K folluwe:d hitn mechamicolly. We senn come to a small two
.2ty heuse in a narrow street or alley, running down south from

1e Lexingion market.  Into this we cntered, when I was taken
, into onc of the chamburs.  Here 1 was supplied with plenty of
~'oan water, a cleun coarsc sinrt, and a pair of coarsc linan panta.
~onf.  As the latter was produced, the man said to me:

¢ sre you willing to elgn a pledge never again to drink any kind
of intexicating liquer 7 1u a word, will you join the temaperance
suciely ’

¢ Will it be of any usc?’ I asked.

¢ ¥o8, if you wish to refornn,’ he replied.

¢ 'Thzn 1 will join, and try my best,’ I raid.

* Do s, and you arc safe,’ was the checriul, cneouraging an-
wer.

< Afier I had washed myself, and put on the clean dry clothes
with which I had been furnished, I went down staire. There I
was invited o partuke, with the family, of a warm, plentiftl break.
.st, The man had a wifs amd- thyes children, and each scemed
chwerful, #nd even bappy. To wmie, they were all kindnese and
aticwtion.  After breaktust, I was nvitéd to go up stairs and ke
dewn, untidl iny coat, which had heen drenched with rain, eould
be dned.  Thes offer 1 aceepted, for now that { had taken no Ji.
or since the day before, 1 fult quite weak. § soon fell asleep,
and was couscious of nottung further until my unknown friend
cume up end asked mc to take some dinner with the family.—
~Now I was in a ealiner und more rutional frume of mind than I
had been in for years, and as I descended with him, and met lus
cheerful family at the table, § thought of my own children, shel-
tired in & charitable institution, and 1y poor wifc, long since laid
-u the peaceful grave. It was a bitter refleci a.

¢ At the dinner tablc the convemation turned upon tho wonder.
fui reformation that was going on among the drunkards—a refor-
“r.ation, the most distant whisper of whuch had never, before that
morning, rcached my cars. My unknown fricnd spoke of h's
own historv; of how he had becn enslaved to the love of strong
drink—how he had ncglected! his business and abused his family ;
how he had despaired of evcr becoming reformed ; and how ut
last ho had been rought cut by somc of the Washingtonians, and
persnaded to sign their total abstinence pledge. The result of this
'.lc‘]lfc be pointed out in tae changed and happy condition of his
iamily.

¢ I);'as found by a Washingtonian,’ said he, ¢ slecping one mor.
ning on & ccllar deor, as 1 found you; and I was persuaded by
im te go and siga the pledge. His kindocss and cvident con-

~ern, moved mc, and I resolved that I would take his adviec.— .
And I did. That night T went to one of their mectinigs, and |
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signed the pledge.  Sinco then, everything has gone well wilk
me, and I now get up curly every morning and Jook out for the
drunl(;ardu ]on 1he cellar dum-l:l and in ‘hfl market houses. 1 haye
alrcady induced nincteep, whom 1 fqund thue, to sign thq ple
and W you go with me tp)ll‘gll lo,l‘l.; ting, ab &ﬁdem
miscd, you will make the wwenticth.’

‘1 went of course, and signed. After,I had put ruy namg
down, I felt a ncw power withinme. 1 frlfthnt I could keep the
plodgo. And have kept it, and inean to keep it aslongus|
live.

¢ You must go home with e to.night,” said the kind individual ™
touching me on the shquider, after tho siecting wes over, ‘and
t.morrow we will sco if wo can't get you something to do.’

¢ 1 aceepted his kind offer, and siept for the first time in thres
ycars, on a goud bed. On the next day, sure enough, he weat
with wc to three or fuur placcs where my busincss was carried
and at last obtuincd work for me. From that time, I Rav,
as much as [ can dv, and am now caming {wolve dollarsa’
week.

¢ Soon after I was reformed,’] went to see my children. Ihad
not looked upon thom for five long years. How changed they
were!  When told that T was their father, they scemed scarc
to cyedit it, and cvinced no affvetion for me. This touched my
heart. I stail but a few minutes the first time, for the interview
was too painful to me, and I saw too embarrassing to them toad.
mit of being prelonged. o

*In 2 week I called again, and then the distanco and roserve
cf my ehildren were in some & broken down. Another week
passcd, and 1 paid them another visit—a #mile lit up cach facs
as [ cntored. sir, words cannot cxpress my dclig!hk'n'l I'qw
that smile! It was a ray of sunshinc to my heart. us T can,
tinued to visit them regulasly, until 1 could not let a day pass.
without lnoking up in their faccs, and listenipg to their swodt
mifi“.‘ And they even. grecled. my coming with expressions ‘of

adncés. . R
2 I now piade application to (he direcinrs cf the institotion, to
have wy children_restored o me; Lut was mﬁgcly refuscd. I,
represented that T was reforwed—that 1 . caming ten ond
twclve dollars a week, and had already money epotgh to buy the
few articles of fumiture thut ,we should want,”, But they would
not trysy me with their childrep.  Haw wretched 1 felt as T tom. |

away from those to whc:‘l]; my carocst peiition had becn ad.”

!, But I detcrmined ncyes to rest until 1 cotld get wy
childeen. . Every threc or four weeks I renewed my petition, aind -
eyery time the rcl :of the diroctors secmed i1i pome degres |
to yicld. Finally T preailed, and this day, thauk tieaven ! 17e,
ceived my ‘children back again.’ S o
"% Here the speaker's vuice gave way, and he sat down and soli-
bed like a child. . e
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BY AN OFFICER IN AN ENGLISH PRESON, !

1 lave now bed an_officor ‘[schoclmester] in Yark Costla’

-nearly six years, and have scen socicty in a vast varicty of forme;,

I have seen the murderes, the manslayer, the” thicf for plunder, -
and the thicf of nccessity. 1 have been present at exccutioas,
and ip chmpany with the gondemucd in their last hours ; and you'
will undoubtedly imagine Lead.ng among this wreck of pature, X
have been led 1o look for its cauve, and I have found thag drunk-,
ness has im’ar'mhlg been the causc of the greas majority of these
crimes. This is the rule—sobricty the cxception, Out of 11’5.?
prisaners, for trial. at the lust summer assizes, 98" declased, to mo
that this bait of the devil's had been greedily swallgod by them, |
and was the causc of their giisfortunes. ve offen secn pyis..
oners brought into this Castic manacled hand apd. fogt, disgrace-,
stamped on their countenances, dejected in thejr Jooks,,r3 J8
appcarance, and very ofton filthy; and to such I have put the.
question ag to the cause of their crime, and the answer has. been
— drink—drink.” Oh, that the reader could peyuse the lettegs,
and sce the anguish, of the parcnts and wives of these prisoners.
The poverty endured by the wives and children left bebind ; the
pledging and solling of Turniture and clothing, to procure a de-.,
fence; the anxicty displuycd during trial; the flutteripg heart,
the altentive car, the smile of hope when anything favosable. is-
spokscn, the dejected look when anything decisivo, js cvidenced.
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unnounecd, which he knows is to separate him from {hat’is

against him, and the utter deapair when the senience, q;fujlly‘il_,
near, and ali that once ns truly dear to him, for cver from a kind



