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these Fsahns of DJavid. Hymns of' ny kind were out of' the ques-
tion, and the introdluction of thenu, would have split up many of
their congregations. By and by tliis prej udice was got over in *a
great part of Scotland, and among the various Pre3byterian Bodies.
There are stili some to be found who confine their singing to these
excellent songs of> inspiration; and it is well known on this side of
the Atlantic, that those ma-iy Churches in the «United ".tates which.
are off-shoots f'rom the Scottisli Secession are stili strongly prejudiced

against Psalmody of human. composition, and abide rigidly by 'what
they cail Rouch's version of the Psalms of IDavid. Many speeches
and pamnphlets have been publishied on this controversy, and by sonme
it bas been considered the great question by which, the 1)urity and
consistency of the Church is to be determined. We coniRvss %we are
nt a loss to understand on what Scriptural principles they sustain
their argumnent. It might as well be inaintained that wve are not to
approach God ln prayer, except in the language of inspiration: for
the Bib! probably furnishes us with as many specimens of' prayer as
of praise; and much of> the book of I>sal'ns itself is the langyuage of
supplication. It is, however, to be regrretted that niany of the Eng-
lisli Churches, and of the Churches iii the United States, have gone
to the opposite extreme, by excludingr froin their Psalmody the
inspired collection altogether. For although. we object not to well
selected hymns of human composition and undoubted evangelical
sentiment, yet we deprecate the idea of superseding the inspired
collection, 'which, presenting such appropriate variety, should always
have their place in the public worship of God, and which, where cor-
rect taste and enlightened judgxnent are exercised, wilI always be
considered as the most valuable departinent of our Psalmody.

The Associate Synod conteniplated an enlargement of their Psalm-
ody- so early as 1748, which, however, was to be restricted to Scrip-
ture songs froin other parts of the Bible than the book of Psalwms.
The desigun was not carried luto effect, and nothingy tow'ards extendiug
the Psalmody was accomplishied till 1811, -%vhen, in consequence of
an application to the Synod frorn Wells Street Congregation, Lon-
don, to be perinitted to inake a selection of bymus for their own use
the 83ynod expressed themselv'es favorable to an enlargement of the
Psalmnody, and appointed a Comâmittee to take this matter into con-
sideration, and lu the meantime gave their sanction to the use of the
Paraphlirases, generally appended to our metre Psalms.

Few, if any, Of the cong(regiations of the General Associate Synod
mnade use oif anything besides the Psalms of David before 1820, -%vhen
the Paraphrases were sung where congregations either expressed a
wish to use themn, or wvhere there were not foimd prejudices against
their use.

The Relief Churcli had a selection of liymns oif their owii, wbich
they used in thieir congrregations along wvit1i the maetre Psalms.

IBefore the union, in 1847, a Comznittee was appointed by the


