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THE WOMiýAN'S FOREIGN MISSJONARY SOCIETY.

BY JENNIE P. WILLING.

Of ail the encouragyig sins of the
timies, noue gives botter cheer than the
advauce miovemoent of tho miissionary
,cause. Neyer before wvas so muuh money
giveni for the evangelization of tlioheathii.
Neyer before ivere there sn many men
and womnen ready Vo go as mnissionaries to
foreign fields. This indicatos a healthful
religious life ; for the mneasuro of the ag-
gressive zeal of the Churdli is tIe exact
measure of its vitality.

Oaa there be a better iuivestrnent of
prayer and eloquence tlîan in instructingrC
the Church in its duty Vo the heathien ?
Selfishiness is the banc of our piety. Mis-
sionary zeal is one of the Lord's antidotes.
They are the noblest evangelists who take
our thouglit off ourselves (when once our
case is placed in Christ's hands, by our
-consecation and trust), aud set us oaring
for the salvation of others. We caunot
pray or work for people of whose nced
wve do not know. The mon and women
who will instruet us about those for whomi
God liolds us rosponsible, are doing us a
rare service. TIc Saviour wvas indignant
witlî those who could discern tIc face of
the sky, but who would noV discern the
signs of the timoes, indicating so plainly
that his kingdoni was at lîand. Hie
intimated that theirs ivas a moral ob-
tuseness ; for lie called them, " hypo-
enites." Let us noV faîl into like con-
demination. Let us not fail Vo recognize
the agency God is using. Z

A great force lias been evolved during
the last generation. According Vo the
old Gerinan nîiytli, it wvas VIe kiss of a
warlike prince that wakened the Sleeping
Beauty. This new power lias boen called
into action by thc rough lip of war. Thc
woinen of the land learned froin their
Sanitary and Christian Commnission ef-
forts that they could do strong work, and
-carry heavy interests, and yet be ail the
botter fitted for their blessed, beautiful
hoine life. The nation, iii its sore need,
wvas glad Vo, waive its centunies-old veto,
and say, "1Amen.3 The wonld recognizes
this force, and is ready Vo make use of it.
IV is oponing VIe industries, trades, busi-
ness and professions Vo womien. The
flesli and VIe devil are not one whit bellind.
Thcy are grasping for their fuil share of
Vhis power. Shail Vue Churcli fail Vo
make way for it in God's work ? Provi-
dence says, "No." Thjis Woman's Mis-
sionary Society is a sluice through whiclî
ths power shail be turued on tc ia-

clîinery of evangelisin. NVe are beginingii(
to approhiend the meaiiing of that word
of Paul, 6" In Christ there is noither male
îîor fomale. " Unless we ýýreatly miistake
the signs of the tinies, God is brin)ging
into His own service thiis rescrve force-
the energies and efficioncies of wonîen.
So we need noV worry about the success
of this Society. The only danger is, that
the womien of the Churchi will fail to liear
God's voice and corne up to his lielp. If
they will but respond to is cail, Rie will
carry thieir burdens and lead themi Vo
sure victory.

Like ail attompts at reformn, it cannot
last if it depends mnainiy upon the en-
thusiasmn of the few. Antawus renewed
his strengyth on]y whei lie touchied his
mnother, the Earth. No cause can pros-
per ivithout the sympathy of the commnon
people.

Womnen are more largeiy responsible
for public sentiment than nien are. You
may commit a man to a reform; but un-
less you couvert his wife, sooner or later,
she ivili outwit you, and turn inii back
to his old selfishiness. As mothers, womlen
wield unlimited power. As a compensa-
tion for the risks and sorrows of mnaternity,
God las put into their bauds a sceptre
sucli as no mnonarch ever hield. Thecir
words and thouglits crystallize in the lives
of those ivho comie after tliem. Thicy
liave the hieart ail to themselves, whien
it is new and freshi, and whien every toudli
ivili last Vo the end. Others inay write
their inaxims over whiat the mnother hias
tracod, but, like the first %vriting upon
the palimpscst, hers wvill ]ast long after
theirs is faded and worn away. lier hiand
shapes the life.

So I say, this missionary revival, must
fail of permanence, unless the womien are
aroused to use their power upon public
sentiment iii its behialf. ]Iow eau this
be doue? A vital question- one upon
whichli nges the salvation of inany people.
Lot us try to answer it. There must be
ample istrv-tion about the needs of the
heathien. It is a short road Vo a womian's
heart. She bas a discipline in tIe sick-
room, by the cradle's side, aud at the
dying bcd, that niakes her sensibilities
warmn and quick. Shie is not indifferent
Vo, Christ's dlaims. Two wvomcn rcspond
to his eall, whiere one inan heeds inu.
Women must be religious. Many hiave
their heart's love tangled about those who
wander in sins and dangers Vo, the world's


