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TUE OLDEST COLONY.
XVe hav'e inucll pleasure in calling

special attention to the interesting arti-
cles hegun in this inuniber, by the 11ev.
George Bond, B.A., editor of thie Hali-
fax IJ'csle?,an. Mr'. Bond is a native
of Newfoundland, wvas fo>r inany years ini
its Rinistry, and wvas, wve tbiink, a president
of its Conference. H1e is au. entbusiastic
lov'er of thie " oldest coloiny," and in liis
story of "Skipper George Nectnian " and
other Newfoundland sketches, lias por-
trayed the characteristics of Newfound-
land Methodisîn witli a skill îiot less than
that of Mark Guy Pearse in bis fanions
Cornlisbi sketches.

WVe are glad to know tbiat Brother
Bond exchanges residences with Dr.
Courtice of tbe Gumrd ian for a couple of
înonthis during the sumniiier. We are con-
fident tbat tbis excbiange wvil1 lie very
pleasant to both these bretbiren. We
wisli that similar exchiangtes between east
and west could be more frequent. WVe
believe it would lie bighly beneficial to
tbc «Methodist constituencies in botb parts
of tbe Dominion.

Tbe Honourable ]Robert Bond, Premier
of Newfoundland, is a brother of the
11ev. George Bond(. He ivas elected to
the Newfoundland, Assemub]y in 1882,
l'ecane Speaker of tbat body in 1885,
'olonial Secretary in 1889, and bias

taken a very active part in the political
biistory o~f bis native colony.

DR. ALEXANDIER BURNS.
Thiere ivas sonetbing peculiarly nag-

netic about tbe cliaracter of Dr. Alexander
Buris. Hie gIrappledI to bis heart bis
frienids with bmooks of steel, and a grcat,
w'arm, large, loving, liberal heart it wvas.
But a few wveels before bis death bie
strongly urged upon the Toronto Minis-
ters' Meeting the sorrows and nedIs of
our -fai ne-sqtrieken fellowv-snbjects <>f
tbiis great Empire iii India. The appeal
of snfièring bnmnanity neyer reachied bis
cars witbout calling forth a warin re-
sp(mnse.

He comnined in remnarkable degree the
thire-f<mld excellences described by Bacon
of a full, ready, aiid exact ina-n. But the
affluence of bis intellectual resources, ricbi
andf rare as it was, was lcss valuable than
bis moral qualities. The sterling man-
bood of the mnan, bis scorn of ail thimmgs
low and mnean, bis love of ail things higbi
and noble, bis intense enthusisin for tlie
grood tbat needs assistance, lus stern
battle %vith the %vrong that, needs resist-
ance, bis devotion to everythinig, social,
Moral, political, econoiei and religious,
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tbat pronotes the bettermient and up-
lifting of nankind,-these are the higbi-
est dlaim to our deep and strong and ten-
der love. Even lus failings-for lie was
hmi, ami miot infallible-wei'e but tbe
resuits, we believe, of bis impulsive and
ivarni-bcarted entxusiasin.

TUEp 11Ev. JosEPEi EDGP.

It is seldoin that a Conference Presi-
(lent dies during the ycar of bis office.
He seemns to be so undergirded and ul)-
lield hy tbe prayers and sympathies of
bis brethren as to be mnade immnune and
invuinerable tili bis official work is donc.
And se, iii fact, it w'as in the case of our
Brother Edge also. Tbe round of duty
wvas wvell-nigh coml)plete wbeni the ?viaster
said, "It is enough ; couie up highcr."

Brother Edge, t1iougli sunmnuommced fora
labour to reward at tbe comnpanLtivcly
early age of forty-eighadnvet-
less, been hononrcd witli inany positions
of trust and confidence iii tbe Cburcli
Nvicbl lie so faithfully served. His
Christian cbar-acter, bis intense devotion
to duty muade bis services, invaluable.
The pulpit ivas bis throne of powver. Ris
sermnons wcre earnest, expositions of the
Word of God, wvhich liad a gril) upon the
conscience, and could not fail to affe~ct
the life.

Tbank God, as tbe world becomes
poorer by the remnoval of thmese courades
in arms, the heavens beconie richer, the
unscen is mnade more rmal t{, our faitlî.
It is net sonmething vague, far- off indlis-


