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sudes.  For tho first tine stuce it was built 2 Bishop was to
culobrate the holy sucnifice within 1ts walls, nnd the anxicty
evinced by the Protestants to catch a glimpse of a Catholic Pre-
lato arrayed in his pontificals, was deacribed 1o moon my return
as surpassing all bounds. The day being Sunday the neigh-
houring Conventicles were completely deserted. The Catholic
ceremonial absothed every ides. To secure a place in the.
Church where it might be seen with ease was an object of am-
bition. The miniaters of the difforent sects might easily count
their congregations on Sunday the 12th of July. Here, as in
every place alung our route, the marked attention, and the se-
sious, religious air of the Protestants, gave a lively promisc that
at no distant day, the chnrch might nuniber many of them ameng
the most devoted of he- children, ready to spill their blood in de-
fonce of that religion which they had ever buen taught to ridi-
cule and despise. Soume of course, were, or may have been,
autracted by moro curiosity, upon whose heatts the word of the
Loed produced but hittle effcet ; yet even thess went away con-
vineed either of their profound ignorance of our religion in times
gul by, or of the cruel system of doception practised upon them

y their clerical guides. ~ "L'lie only broad principle upon which
Protestants agree, is that of the inherent right of privaje inter-
protativn, aund consequently this doctrine can bo referred to, in
cvery locality when the Preacher deems fit to exhibit tho ny-
merous absurdities that spring from its.adoption. DBut in a
country ika Nova Scutia, it is utterly impossible to suit 2 dis-
course beating upsn ductriual points to u Protestant Audience.
Because if you addres themn as s whoje, profoasing this or thas
furm of religiun, upon any disputed topic, or particul.r error,
you ate egregiously deceived, for in mnost cases it will follow
that as a whole, they did not profess that error at all, and that
many had given the subject no consideration whatever, and that
if there were a few among *hem who did pay soms attention to
1, their notions or opinions were completely individualised.—
One consequen 3 of this unlimited liberty is, that the poor par-
son 18 afraid to contravene it. e is every day witnessing its
pernicious cfiects. o knows that thsre may be several among
his heaccrs who belonged at different times to three or four dif-
forent sects. Perhaps there was something in his manner that
attracted them to their present Shepherd, and he must above
all, avoud every thing from which he miyht apprehend another
religious gyration. But tho Protestants of this as well as of
most countries in Europe a1e serivusly beginning to ask the
question, * Why should we listen to the reptoefs of a tnan wio
has alwaye taught us that the Bible alone was quite sufficient
for all religious and moral dpurposes?’ This idea has taken
possession of the public mind. This idea is acted un, thought
on, dweit on,  Like the electric spark it wil. run through the
clouds ¢ error, and in vajn will they thunder forth their empti-
ness. Afier Mass, the Bishop of course, preached on the gospel
of the day, and it was from the different opinions expressed by
the Protestants on the subject of his discourse, that the fore-
going observations weresuggested. All admired the temperate
and ingenions manner in which he referred to some leading dog-
mas of Protestanusm, and the bold, yet affectionate manaer in
which he explained the doctrines of the Catholic Church. Ar-
gument, reason, persuasion; Scripture, the consent of all na-
tions in certain maiters, we:e successively urged by his Lord-
ship, and though maoy Protesiants had their opinions disurbed
and disarranged to an extent perhaps never again to settle down
1010 quietude, there was but one apinion on the fact that Catho-
hicity could say mare for itself than they had ever thought or
imagined. We should pray to the Giver ofall Good to move
their hesrts and enlighten their intellect.

1 returned from Cornwallis in the evening, time enough to be
present at a bencdiction of the most Holy Sacrament which had
been announced at the morning Masses. The church was
crowded as usual. We did everything we could under the cir-
cumnstances, to make the ceremony as imposing as possible.—
Though with such an altar, and in such a church, every idea of
grandeur must be modified by very humble pretensions. But
thea the Soul, the life af all the churches was present, and it is
to be hoped that the impression left npon the hearts of those
who assisted at the Benediction will make them remember the

humble Church of Kentville with a pure and holy joy. After

the ceremony the Bishop preached an cflecuve disconrss on the
doctrine of confession, Yf we may judge by the atteunive silence
of the andience his Lordahip's explanation of this doctrine of
the Church scemed to sink deep into their hearts  Upuu the
whole, the religious proceedings of the day at Kentlle, gave
unmixed delight not only to our own brethren of the Fauith, hut
imprinted upon tho minds of the Protestants a juster, lugher,
and more elevated idea of the Cathiohe Fauh thag they hadever
been taught to entemain,

Having to traval over a great extent of country still, we were
obliged to limit the labor of wecks tu su many days, snd try, if

suible to accomplish the task set before us.  ‘Tho Church of

Jornwallis being, as I said, about three unles from the nain
road, we thought it hotter to have the Sacrament of Confirma~
tiva administercd there in the first place, as in case of any dis-
appointment, the parties might find us at Kentville the only
place in the neighborhood where there wasanything inthe shape
of alodging. Accordingly on Monday the 17th, the Rev. Mr.
Haunan and myself drove to Cornwallis. Men, women and
children crowded together, or conversing w groups awaited our
arrival, We quickly made a sclectiun of those'whom wo deem-
ed fit for confirmation and sat down to hear their confessions —
With the exception of a few short intervals, we had been cu-
fa ed in hearing them for nine hours, The day wasexcessve-
y hot, and thelittle church in which we sat so suflocatingly
crowded, that so far as personal comfort was concerned, our
task was by no means a pleasant one. Many had cume from a
distanco of twenty or thirty miles, bringing their entire famil:es
with them, and leaviug their houses and properties under the
care of some charitable neighbours Living so far away they did
no3 know the exact day set apart for the Cunfirmation, and
1t was with pain towards the close of the eveuing that we saw
some of them walking up and down the road in front of tle
Cln;lrch. not knowing where they might seek shelter during the
night.

. was nearly dark when we rejuined the Bishop at Kentv,lle
who, owing to the fatigue of the day before, had heen unable
to acccmpany us to Cornwallis on Monday. Intending to ad-
minister the Sacrament of Confirmation, un Tuesday I4th we
left Kentville at an early hour, and werc soon on the road to
Corawallis.  We thought that we had accomplished much the
day previous in the hearing of Confessions, but still fresh crow ds
poured in upon us. Wo intended to hear only those who had
been preparing for confirmation, but such was the anxiety of
many of the poor pceple to approach the holy tribural and be
reconciled with God that we cheerfully underwent the addit.on-
al labour thus imposed upon our shouf):lers We heard confes-
sious all the morning, the Bishop sitting under the open air.
Towards noon his Lordship celebrated a Pontifics} £ ~h Mass
which was offered for the repose of His Holiness Gicg., 7 X VI
of glorious memory, assisted by the clergyu.cn, when he had
the happiness of administering the Holy Communicn to a large
number of the Faithful. The Confessions uot having beer er.-
tirely heard, we again sat down atter Mass, and towa.ds three
o'clock the Sacrament of Confirmation was conferred upon
ninety-six persons, men, women and children. YWhen the B:
shop had addressed the newly confirmed upon the nature of the
obligations which they had that day contracted. he proccuded
to the distribution of buoks, medals and pictures as iz the sta-
tions alrcady mentioned.

In the evening a meeting, at which the Bishop presidcd,
had been convencd in the Church for the purpose of raising
funds towards the erection of a new House of Worslip, or tf
that should bo found impracticable, to enlarge and ornament
the old one. To those who know what hardships and suffir-
ings those poor people undergo in the inclemency of our winter
—with what labour and difficult; they force the sl to yield a
livelihood, the amount of their contributions, though sm .}j,
would appear generous and munificent. There are very few
of the Cathdlics living in the rich valley of Cornwallis. They
dwell for the most part on the mountains which bound it on the
North East, where the 80il is barren, and requires much labour
to render it productive. They have been sorely tried too in
the farnace of tribulation. Some few years ago we had but
very few priests in the Western section of the Divcese. It



