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Marvsville were not aflected to so great an extent as
the big copper smelters. s to Trail - well Teail
at fiest wanted arbitation and evervthing else that
woulll aid in confonnding those it regards a~ s
enemies and who need not be named heve,

Seeing, then, that a majority of these inmediately
concerned is not in favour of the Government going
farther in the direetion hastily demanded by eertain
organizations that were mistaken as to the vequire
ments of the situation, it is hoped that this arbitra-
tion movement will be abandoned as minecessary and
futile.

VICTORIA EXIIBITION AND THE

MINING INDUSTRY.

THI

O N JULY 17 the manager of the Mixize Recorn
wmade enquiry, by letter, of the sceretary-

treasurer of the Provineial lxhibition, -
ranged to be held at Vietoria at the end of September
wnder the ausgpices of the Bo (U Agricultural Asso-
ciation, as follows: s it intended to have a rock-
drilling contest this year? It so, kindly let me know
particulars, =0 that I may call attention to it in our
next issue, ‘copy’ for which will be preparved within
a fortnight.  Or if nothing has yet been done in
that divection, I shall have pleasure in inviting the
attention of those interested with a view to their
subzeribing money for prizes for vock dreilling.™  No
reply was received to this communieation.  We have
purposely deferrved calling attention to the lack of
ordinary conrtesy thus experienced until after the
exhibition had been held. Thronghent some of the
mining sections of the interior it has for years been
generally aceepted that the City of Vietoria's intevest
in the mining industey, at any rate of the Kootenay
and Boundary distriets, was largely restrieted to
considerations of how much of their business it conld
seeure.  In view of the frequent claims we have
seen made in Vietoria daily newspapers to the im-
portance of the mining industry of Vancouver Tsland
and neighbouving parts, we had not looked for such
seeming complete indifference o matters in which
miners, quarrymen, and others are consideravly in-
terested.  [Further, it wonld appear as if this scom-
ing indifference extends to evervthing conneeted with
the mining industry, for notwithstanding that the
pretentions nane of “Provineial Ixhibition”  was
ofticially used, an howr’s eareful search on the part
of the editor of the Mixing Recorn failed o dis-
close the inclusion in the varvied display made of a
single exhibit direetly representative of the mining
industry, the products of which in 1906 showed 2
value nearvly as large as that of lumbering, agricul-
ture and the fisheries of the Provinee combined. We
rementber that in 1903 the managers of the big an-
nmual exposition held in Spokane, Washington, in
some measure slighted the mining interests, where-
upon W.o G Gawnee of Greenwood wrote in such
heenly sarcastic ters of that city’s particular en-
couragement of dog fanciers’ fads, as compared with

its inadequate recognition of mining, that the latter
has ever sinee been acceorded marked  prominence,
while the annual rock-deilling contests at the Spokane
Exposition lave so grown in popularity and wide
spread interest as to have hecome practically inter-
watioual in ehavacter. We ean havdly think it pos
<ible the management of the Vietoria exhibition
intentionally took suels o position as this: *We
Kuow  mining is inercasing in importanee on  the
Briti<h Colmmbia coast. but while we wanted a2
‘broneo busting' exhibition every day of our show,
we had absolutely no use for such a display of
strength aned skill as is vequired in a well-contested
roek drilling coutest. Yon miners of e Coast and
[<land distriets may go to Seattle and spend vour
money there, as do the Yukon and Mlaska men: we
will not eneourage vou to come here. And as to
exhibits of mining produets, why, we know little
about sneb things, and carve less”  We shall, there-
fore, not attempt to use the keen weapon Mr. Gaunee
used with sueh good effeet at Spokane. We do,
though, carnestly submit to those concerned that it
is not. in our opinion, a wise poliey to g0 completely
ignore the interests and pleasures of these conneeted
with the ehief industey of this Provinee, upon which,
in the stated opinion of the writer of the Prize
Fssayv printed elsewhere in this issue, “at least one-
fifth of the fotal population of British Columbia is
diveetly dependent.”  Further, we think it very pro-
bable the offering of a few prizes of fair value for
rock-drilling and exhibits of minerals, respeetively.
tozether with svstematie advertising of these as im-
portant parts of the exhibition, (excursion fares to
and from Vietoria arve already enstomary) would in
the course of a vear or two result in a sufficient
unnber of people being induced to come from the
interior minine distriets, as well as these of the
Coast, as to make it well wortl: while giving these
matters prominence as features of Vietoria’s annual
exhibition.

The Dominion Geologieal Survey party in charge
of . Do Cairnes, which was engaged during several
months of the eurrent vear in Yukon Territory,
spent the greater part of the season in geologically
and lving to the west
Whitchorse and Tan-
talns (the Tatter being situated alont half way be-

examining the country along,
of . the Tewes River hefween

tween Whitehorse and Dawson), and mapping por-
tions of it. The work accomplished is intended to in
some degree show the extent and position of the ex-
tensive bituminous coal measures evassing the river
at Tantalus and extending in a sonthwesterly divee-
tion therefrom,
in ovder that Mr. Cairnes might colleet statistieal
data, for the mines branch of the department. rela-
tive chiefly to the Dawson placers, which latter duty
was completed before Mr. Cairnes Teft the Yukon for
Ottawa.

This geological work was enrtailed




