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ANNUAL
PEG GRAIN EXCHANGE.

Interesting Address of the
President,

The twelfth annual meeting of the
Winnipeg Grain and Produce Exchiange
was hele Weanesday In Jhe cXchange
building at 11 oclock. W. L. Par-
rish, the retiring prosivent, ovcupield
the chalr and read e following ad-
dress :

Te tro metrers of  the Winipes

Grain and I'roduce Lxchange:

“Gentlemen — Yollowing the  ex.
ample sei hy wy predocessors, I now.,
at the close of one of the most suce
cesaful yeurs weo have enjoyed in con
neetion with the grain trads in Mani-
itoba, Lave great plessiace in address
Ing jou i connection with mattess
of et which have arisen diaring
the past year.

Tume nas been harvested the larg
est and ono of  tho most perfectiv
matured crops which it Lhas beea our
privilege to Landlo during the com
paratively few ycars in -vhich Mani
Wbn Las en recugniced as o i1tin
gunoducuag, provinc.,  Althoagh sliaht
frosts  «ppeared in certain isoltced
poritons ol the provinco and the ‘Lor
riturivs. the inspuctivn rotarns prove
that the amount of gram alferted
wus excegdinglly small, vomng bhardly
1 por cent of the total harvested, il
I am pleased to bo able to state lefin-
itely that a very great percentage
of tho wlhoat marketed has beea in-
spreted 4@ of Vho grade of  Manitoba
No. 1 hard,” even in face of the fact
that the standard for that grade was
made censiderably higlhier by act of

parliament  last “session than  that
regquired by law during  ulany past
xeuIs.

I am thankful to e able to say that
cemparatively little smut has appeste-
ced in the grain so far marketed, awl
I am satisfied that if Tarmers will use
due caution in properly treating their
sted and in the preparation of their
land, dlact the smut ovil wiil soon to .«
great eatent disappear.

Early in  tho harvest scason it
was feared that wo would have had
2 repetition of the previous year's irou-
ble. from wet weather, but althougi
hiere wasconsiderable ramfall farm-
ers had stacked their grain in good
cendition, the weather fLurned out
very favorably for the curing of grain.
and conseguently the quantity Jdam-
aged was very light, adl of which gavoe
little necessity  for the use of  the
drying plants which during the pre-
ceding year were operated so exten-

sively.

Ve wero favored willt very propiti-
cus weather during secding
tme, s¢ tht . large  acreage
wis  planted. tho grain had an

excellent growth and the crops were
more free from weeds than has gener
ally bheen the case, wita the result that
the shrinkago on grain shipped direct
from the fields to the clevators was
much less than usual.

The results of threshing proved some.
what disappointing in the matter of
vield, as while carlier in the season in-
dications pointed to an average yiell
of twenty bushels (o the acre, thresh.
oy’ reports place the actunl yield at
about cighteen bushels; this, however,
I consider a very fair average, and the
prices which have been paid  have
placed o large amount of cash in farm-
crs” hands.  Altogother I consider that
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our proviuce ls in a most prosporous
condition, and it Is satisfactory to
note that tho value of the lands has
advanced in all parts of thoe country,

One feature of the past year's clim.
atie conditions was the continued mild
weather of the autumn which, was ex.
tended  far beyond the ordinary, in.
deod ploughing was fairly general till
the 20th of November, and this allow-
cd farmors to got ready a large acre.
age for cropping next spring, This,
with mueh wild land broken up by new
settlers and sununer-fallowlng  lewds
me to eapeet that neat scason's acre.
age will be fully twenty-five per cent
greater tl :n that of 1£99.

Our associatlon has enjoyed a pros.
nerous year. The finances, as you will
learn from the treasurer’s report, are
hgain getting into excellent conditiun;
our membership both active aud as.
soeate has increased, and very con.
smiderable worl has been done to fur-
cher and secure the interests of our
members. The council's report will
give you details of what has been doune,

Larly in the year it was deemed ad-
wisable by the Exchange to make a
strong effort to prevail on the Dowin.
100 poveriment to seccure by legisla-
tion permanent staadards for the high.
er grades of Manitoba wheat, the ex.
tension of the Muamtoba juspection di-
vision to Fort Witiiam, that @il grain
passing Winmpeg be nspected  here
and warchoused atv points cast here-
of on the Winnipeg luspection, and
that no striught certificates be :ssued
for wheat shipped out in mixed cargoes.
These woetters were ULiought befag
the westerp. members of the western
erain standards toard which was on-
vened by thie wminister ol inland rev-
enuc for that purposc at the request
o! thoe exchange, and through inhat
Loard lai¢ before the government 1t
Ottawa. and by our united represei-
tations the desired results were  se-
cured. J aw certain that the amend-
mente made to the inspection act are
proviny of benellt to hoth producers
ana grain dealers througiout Jani-
toba and the Territories.,

In coancction withh tie changes
made in the inspection act, the depa-

tations from the standards toard
and this exchange when in Ottawa

also secured the appomtment of a
board of survey whose duty it is to
give finad decisions on the rrading of
graw wher disputes arise  betwern
the owner end tie inspeecion officials
ag to tho quahty of grain. 'Tius 1 oard
is working very satisfactorily, :and
has recelved the hearty approval of
the trade

The cxchange twok up the matter
of the clevator charges at Fort \Wil-
linm., and was successful in  gottuyr
the Canadlan Pacific Railway Co. to
reduce tigeir ciarge for the first term
of storage of twenty Jays from thie-
quarters of & cent per bushel to onue-
Lall cent for the first [fiftcon Jday
termn ar well that no charge be made
for clcanlne grain at Fort William.
This certainly has effected 2t ygreat
saving. to producers aud shippers.

Some changes were made o the
formatiou of the acstern srain stand-
ards toard. aad on actlon veine taken
by thir exchange our association has
now 2. fair representation in  that
btody. The standards board was sali-
ol together tils year to select sam-
pler of the necessary commercial
grades, aud made standiards for rrades
a3 fellowr : Not. 3 hard and 1 and 2
frostea whieat.,

The exchange was called upon by
the :allroede lnterested to desizuato
the grader for walch we would. ro-
quire boaded accommodation at the

ocean portr and it was declded that
Nos. 3 hard, 2 hard and 8 hard wheat
nd Nos. 2 white and 2 mixed outs
woul¢ cover all graln required to bLe
exported of thie years crop.

Wo are yearly Increasing our pro.
duction of flax, and as we have not
had say standard for its tnspection it
was deemed ddvisablo to urge the gov.
crnment during tho approachiyg  ses.
sion to include flax seed In tho In.
epection act.  This will likely Lo dona
89 that all flax sced can bo dealt with
under the Winnipog Inspection.

Tyo crop of oats was larger than in
any mevious year, and 1t 15 expected
there will be o quantity for export.

Larley was also o geod crop.  Some
has abeady been shipped for oxpost,
and it is expected further shipments
will be made. I Teel satisfied that it
would pay the farmars well to be more
careful in harvesting this grain, as tho
color has & great deal to do with doter.
miring the value.

The government statistics relating to
tho svidtgo and gram crops, which we
are enabled to get at present  only
cover the provincoe of Manioba. Tho
grat moved fiom the Northwest Ter.
ritories &5 also practically all handled
by tho members of this exchange, and
wo are very much mtercsted in the
crop rared there, and 1t s to be hojed
that thce Northwest legiolature wall tuis
Jear maugurate & system of complliug
statistics which will enable tho grain
ti1ade to get full information zegarding
the acreage under cuitivation aud the
quantity harvested.'

The immigration into this province
and the Territories has been large this
year, and the harvest excursions, which
have Lecome an annual affalr, brought
several thousand people into the coun.
try, and I am informed that many
have ramainedd andg signified their .
tention of becoming permanent sob.
tlers,

Tho aifferent railway companles have
united with tho grain exchango in so-
curing for all scttlers tho hest moans
for procuring first-class seed grain, and
a hall rate is given on all shipments cf
giain intended for sced purposes be.
tweer points on tho diffeiont Nues of
1ailway in this province and the North.
west Teorritorles.,

We have numerous cnquiries from
North and South Dakota for sced
wheat, and some is_annually shipped
to those states, and I feel satisfied we
would supply them with large quanti.
tles if the customs duty wero removed,
I underetocd that this matter of the
removal of duty from whaat intended
for seed is now beforo congross.

There. has  been o couslderable ia-
crcase in the milcage added to the
branch lines of rallways. ‘The Cana-
dian Pacificr extended their branches
some elgiity miles, with forty moie
nwnder construction; the Northern 3.
cific, thirty miles, and more under
coustruction”  the Canadian Northern
seventy-nine miles, and the Southeast-
cern sixty-five miles of their road
Teaching towards Fort William, which
It is tc Le hoped they wil have in
opmeration te move the crop of 1900,

The slerage [acilitics  throughont
the province and the Northivest Ter-
ritories on the different iines of rall-
wiy have beeu increascd by 700,000
bushels, making a tntal of nearly 2i.-
€€0,000 bushels. | T

On account of the contlnued agitu-
tion rogarding the mode of sGandhing
grain throughiout Alanitoba and tho
Northwest Terrllorles the Dominion
goevernieut  appointed a roynl  com-
miesion t¢  cnquire mto the whole.
matter, and  thelr  report s looked
for with lntercst bvoth by clevator




