costing 4c per Ib. for freight, and very
nften having to be sald for 4e or Se
when it got back. Another thing was
that many men whocamo in to sell
played olf one buyer against another
amd requently got considerably more
than the chieese or butter was weorth
tI they had a produce exchange and
announced eertain days on which they
would buy, all this would be done
away with. Men would then havean
qncentive to make only the - ery best
article. He hoped those preseng wonld
Jiscuss the matter freely, He had a
~al! book of rules, regulations ansd
by-laws. governing an exchange of
tius kind In Minneapolls, which might
e useful as a gulde,

Mr. Macdonald moved that Mp, C. N.
Dell act as secretary of the meeting.
owing to great accumulation of bus-
iness, Mr. Bell felt compelled to de-
hne. Mr., Hicks then moved that Mr.
Joseph Carman act as secretary. This
wotivn was carried, and Mr. Rogers
then declared the meeting opened.

Alter some preliminory iiscussion,
Mr. Rogers called on Mr. Clcugh, buy-
er for J. Y. Griffin & Co., vvho came
recently from Ontario, to express his
views on the subject. Mr. Clough said
that he was in sympathy with the
iden of an exchange. Before enter-
ing into the question he would like
to say that ho thought neither the
dairy superintendent or the govern-
ment had the slightest nced to fee)
discouraged = ITe had had twenty-four
vears expericnce in cheese making,
aiid he und visited some vwenty ol
the fuctorles in Manitaba, and found
that the system reflected great credit
vi the dalry superintendent. It was
true some factories were using poos
color and poor ronnet, but he thought
that wae partly the fault of thoso
wlie supplied these articles, not hav-
my & practical knowledge of the re-
cwrements He would strongly favor

. vavchange.  lhey had them wow
in al) the small towns in Ontario, and
they worked well. He did uot wi-h to
be selfish, but he thought it a  mis-
take for groceries nnd others who were
not eaperts from the factories. They
were not capable of grading it and
with them a cheese was a cheese
Ar to the matter of inspection, in the
cast they had a rule that if any dis-
j 1t arcse the buyer chose an arbit-
[ator. and the seller auothur, aud if
they could not agree they choe a
third, and in that way the matter was
rettled. I

Mr Rogers next called on Mr. Wm.
scott, but Mr. Scott said he was not
prepared to speak.

Mr Hicks was next called on. He ex-
pressed himself in sympathy with the
idea of an exchange.

Mr Carman thought a committee
should be appointed to get mattersin
shape for another meeting.

Mr. Hicks moved and Mr. Margetson
scconded; and it wags carried, “That
mn the opinion of this n%'eung it Is de-
sirable to form a produces exchange
and that a committee be appointed to
mquire further into the matter, draft
rules and regulations suitable for such
cxchange, and that the committee walt
upon the wholeszle fruit men of the
clty and secure their co-operation.”

1t was then moved by Mr. Macdon-
ald, seconded by Mr. Hicks, and ~arried,
that Messrs. Clough, Hicks, Scott, Rog-
ers and Arundle form this commitiee,

Air Hicks moved, seconded Ly Mr
Arundle, that the second meoting be
next Monday night in the same place
and that the committea be prepared
to report.

The meeting then udjourned. The
committee met at the close of the re.
gular meeting. ,

THE COMMERCIAL

An Ambitious Enterprisc.

Mr. Mann, of Messrs. Mackenaie,
Mann & Co., has honded the following
statement to the Montrea! llcrald. It
contains all the information he will
givo regarding the flrm's ralway pro-
Jjects i Maanitobe  and  the  North-
wogt ¢

“Under our charwer we have power
to build rom Port Arthur to Prince
Albert via Wineipeg, and we are ask-
ing parliament for powers to exteud
our line to Edmonton, following bthe
valley o1 the Saskatchewan river.
We will have about 30U miles of this
railway completed north of Winnlpeg
thl; season, and we iuntend to baild
this line on to Edmonton at the rate
of about 100 milas & year, or aus fast
as the country settles vp.

“Wo will build about 150 miles of
the line between Winnipeg and Port
Arthur this season.

“I do met think that we will o
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ed the council, requesting thelr as-
slstance fn an wndeave: to get Me-
Kenzle & Maun to make conmnections
beeween Winnipeg and some peint on
the Dauphin rvad by reconstructing
the old L. B. K. and makmg an ex-
tensien to the Dauphiu liue i the
velghborhood of Plumas,

The council referred the matter as
presented to a commistee of the
board which Is dealing with the ques-
tion of the extension of th* Daaphin
rod 1o Prince Albert, with @ reguest
that the council take the first oppor-
tunity ol interviewing Messrs. McKen-
zle & Mann on the subject.

TWINL GRASS.

A letter was read trom the provin-
cial department of agrieulture stat-
ing that in response to a request
made by the board they would sccure
all informaticen possible as to the chay-
acter and quantity of wire grassland
In the nelghborhood of Wlaunipeg to

PONTOUN BRIDGE OVER THE RED RIVER AT ELM PARK, WINNIPEG,

ablo to finish the line between Port
Arthur and Winnipeg neat year. We
have no plans at present for a trans.
continental line.  Our railway pro.
gramme for the present will be confin-
ed to the above lines, namely, (rom
Port Arthur to Edmonton, a distance
of 1,30v or 1,400 miles.

A\ thousand miles of this distance
1s a wheat-growing country, as we do
notl run through the dry belt that the
other trans-continental lines pass
through, thas giving us a wheoat-grow-
g country over the entire distance
crossing the prairies.”

Winnipeg Board of Tradec.
" A meeting of the council of the toar.d
ot trade wag held Tuesday afternoon
when a deputation, comprising Messrs
Tudk, Muir, and Dayvis, from the Ilea
Island settlement, between Portagela
Prairic and Lake Manltoba, address-

furnish data to a grass twine com-
pany in_ St. Paul, who are dJesirous
of establishing and operating a1 fac-
tory here, i sufficient material is
available.
STV ANDREW'S RAPIDS.

Letters acknowledging receipt of the
roesolution passed at a  public meet-
ing here regarding St. Andrew's
Dapids improvements, were read {rom
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Hon. J. I. Tarte,
Iion. C. Sifton, and Hon. A. G. Blair.

CUSTOMS FRAUDS.

A lengthy communication was read
from the Toronto board of trade ask-
ing the Winnipeg board to endorse a
rcport made by the dry goods sectlon
of the Toronto body concerning the
notoriQus fact that efforts are being
continually mado to defraud the cus.
tuls revenue by under-valuation and
faleo invoices, and that 1t i8 necessary
for tho protection of the honest im-



