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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

WINNIPEG, Saturdry, Septomber 26, 1896.
Thegrain raovemont was sh‘ut. off again by
unfavorablo weather, jast as it bogan to as-
sumo considoratle proportions. For.n fpw
" days carly in tho week quite heavy deliveries
of wheat were roported at country clovators,
but the farmers were storing i, and were not
selling froely, notwithstanding the fact that
prices offered were considerably above an ox-
port basis,  Oats havo also advanced horo to
above an oxport basis, on  account
of tho light crops  Butter is also 1 to 2c
abovo o shipping basis.  Mercantile business
issteady: Bank clearings at Winnipog this
week wore less than L per cent. greater than
for the corresponding week of last year.
There were thirty-four business failures re-
ported in Canada this week, compared with
furts-vue last week, thirty five in the week a
year ago, thirty-ounotwo years 230, and as
contrasted with thirtg-six throo years ago.
Bradstreet’s reports further improvoment
in the goueral situation in the Uu.lr.ed States
this week, though any very material chaoge
is not oxpeeted until after theo olequons. A
fow mills aro starting up on short timo. The
geoeral firmer tendency of prices of staples
continues, most of the advancesof & week ago,
nutably those for eereals. woul, cotton, leather.
iron, steel, lumber. and hides boing retained.
Monov at New York yesterday was quoted
at 3 to 5 per cent. for call lvansand 7 to 8 per
cont for primo mercautile paper. Bar silver
53¢, silver certificates 633c; Mexican dollars,

503c.
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3 r ewise ifled, ate whole-
n%eA ‘l‘og :33:"33:’:.3?:‘5 agx s usually taken by rotall
dealers, and are subjecy o the usual reduction on large
quaatities and to cash discounts.l

CuaL--Lethbridge coal will be sold here at
the samo price as last winter, not.th.hs:,anq-
ing the advance in the other coals, though it
was at first ropaorted that this coal would be
advanced 5 ) conts per ton. The prico will
continue at §5 50, Consumers buying very
slowly on account of the advance in prices,
hoping that something may tura up to re-
duco prices. Prices hero are: Pepnsylvenia
anthracito is quoted at $10, and western
anthracite at $9.50 per ton of 2,000 pounds
Souris conl coal $f 50 ton, e’ hbridge SS.&}O
These prices are delivered to consumers in
Winnipeg.

CoRDWOOD,—DPrices are firm. Car lots
of tamarac on treck hers are quoted
at $1 23 to $1.50 ss to quality. Good tamar-
ac is held firm at the outsido price. Fine,
$3.5 to $3.75 as to quality. Cars of poplar
have sold at $2.73, but §3 is usually asked
for good green cutdry.

DrY Goons.—-Same husiness is still doing
in fall and winter goods. The recent advanco
in raw cotton has had & strong tendency on
cotton goods. Some mill prices aresaid to
heve boor sdranced and further advances are
expected, though it is doubtful if any actual
aivances of importance have boen made.
Travollers in clothing are alrcady out with
spring samples.  As the tendency in tho
Thnited States is to adveuco prices on cotton
goods, ou accoust of the high prico of the
raw material, it may be expooted that the
home mills will follow any important ad-
vances made thero.

DRrUGS.—Croam of tartar is strong again,
prices having advanced 83 64 abroad
por ton. Sulphur is higher also outsido.
Prices here for parcel lots oro as
follows, with liberal reductions for large
orders : Alum por pound, 83 to dic;
aloobol, $5.25 gallon; blecching powder

por pound ; 6 to 8¢ ; bluestons, 5 to
7c ; borax 11 to 13 conts ; bromido
potash, 65 to 75¢; camplior, 85 te 93¢; cam-
phor, ounces 90 to 1.00; carbolic acid, 40 to
65c¢ ; castor oil, 11 to 150, olllomw potash,
28 to 85¢; citric acid, 55 to 63¢. copperas 83
to 4¢; cocaine, per oz., $6.5) to §7.00; creamn
tartar, por pound, 28 to 35¢; cloves, 20 to
95¢ ; opsom salts, 8} to dc; oxtract logwood,
bulk, 14 to 18c; do., boxes, 18 to 2uc;
German quinino, 40 to 50c; glycerine, per
pound, 80 to 35¢; gingor, Jamaica, 80 to 85e;
do., African, 20 to 25c; Howard’s quinine,
por ounce, 43 to 55¢: iodine, $5.50 w6.409,
insect powder, 85 to 40c ; morphia sul., §1.90
to §2.25. Opium, $1.50 to $5,00; oil, olive,
$1.25 to 81.40; oil, U. S. salad, $1.23 to S1.40;
oil, lomon, super $2 75 to 8.25; oil, pepper-
mizt, $1.40to $1.50; oil, cod liver, §2.50 to
81 pergalicaas to brand; oxalice acid, 13 to 16¢-
potass jodide, $1.23 t0 4.50 ; paris green, 18
20c 1b, saltpetro; 10 to 12¢; sal rochelle, v
to 85c ; shellac, 45 to 50c; sulphur flowers,
83 w 3¢, sulphe : roll, per kog, 33 to dc; soda
bicarb, per b .g of 112 pounds, $3.75 tc $1.25 ;
sal soda, $2 to $8; tartaric acid, perlb., 45
to 55¢ , strychnune, purs crysials 8uc w $L.uy
por oz.

Fisu.—Tinnan Headdies aro still jobbing
at 12 to 12hc per 1b. by tho bos. Prices
of fresh fish are: Whatefish, tc: Lake
Supertor trout, Yc ; Picterel, dc; Sturgeon,
se ; salmon, lic; halibut, 124c; Coi. 10c;
Haddock, 10¢ per lb; smeltz lUc; Ogsters,
$2 per gallon for standards and $2.50 for
solects ; smoked goldeyes, 80c dozen ; smoked
salmon, 15c1b. ‘There1s very little now cured
fish in the market yet. A few bloaters have
come in.

GREEY FRUITS.-—Ono car load of peaches
was disposed of at trado auction sale this
week. at good prices. Peaches are now prac-
tically out of tho market ; a few small lots
are coming,’but it 13doubtiul if any morecar
lots will come in. Oantario grapes are coming
forward frocly still and prices aro about the
samo. Orabs are also abundant, but receipts
are too poor to bear re-shipment, and are
selling at $1 to S1.50 per barrel, on account
of poor quality. Plums are scarcs, though
until latoly there has been an over supply
rauch of the time. A few bananas are com-

ing, but the changeablo weather is
bad for them. Pears have been scarce.
Prices are: Lemons Califorma $5.50 to

$6.00 per box, as toquality ; banauas, $1.50to
$2.50 per bunch as to sizsy and quality;
good sbipping stock, $2.00 to_  $3.00
bunch; Washington peaches, $1.85 t0 $1.50 per
box; Washington plums $1.25 to$1.50 per box
28 to quality and variety ; Oregon pears 2.00
por box; Ostario apples $2.50 to $3.00 por
barrel as to quality; ; tomatoes, 50c per
basket of 20 1bs; crabs, $1.00 to $3.09 per barrol
8s toquality; Oatario pears, $1 per half bush.
basket ; concord grapes, 30c to 85¢ for 10 1b.
baskets, white Niagara 45¢ per 10 1b basket,
California grapes §2.50 to §3 per crate; apple
cider, old, 85¢c per gallon, in 80 gallon barrels;
maplo sugar 12s per Ib; maplesyrup, $1.10 por
winogalion, in gallon tins; colery, 80c per
dozen bunches; cabbage, 40c per dozen;
Couliflower 75¢ per dozen.

HARDWARE,—Adyices from Groat Britsin
are very firm on all metals; tin plates, Cavada
plates, and black sheots are all very firm.
Manufacturers are very fall of orders. In
fact, 1t 1s sard British manufacturers havonot
had such a busy timo for many o day, and in
somo casos thoy are unable Lo book ordars for
delivery six months honce, on aocount of the
largo orders on band. Locally prioss are
steady. Canada plates are firm hero at the
advance on ths insido prico roported last
weok.

LuxseRr,—Business is rather slow in this
branch and work at tho mills is already bsing
curtailed tusomo extont. Two of tho planing
mills at tho Lake of tho \Woods mills have

beon closed down, nnd ono of the saw mills
has also beon closed for the soason.

Paixts, O1us, Bre.—It is understood an
arrangoment has bevn arrived at which will
establish a uniform prico for lnseed oil.
There has been heavy cutting and very irre-
zular prices in this line for some time. The

asis of prices arrived at makes the margin o
cluse oune, so that old margins are not restored,
but the price will be uniform, at 49 and 526
for raw and boiled cils respectively, Tuar-
pontine is caster, and is now offered at 53¢
for barrels nnd 58¢ for less than barrels.
Glass is firm, but somo are still sclling at
81.75 for first break per box of 50 feet, not-
withstandiug the advance abroad.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE MARKETS.

WHEAT. — GENER\AL  SItUATION, — The
aarked imporvemeat which get in last week
n wheat, has continued in oven a greater
degrae this weok, and prices have shown a
gain every day this wook up (to to-day when
there was & drop of over one cent. The
advauce has been caused by stronger cables,
and foreign a.d spoculative buying in United
States mearkets, notwithstanding the large
increase in the visiblo supply on Monday of
over 2,000,000 bushels. Foreign buying has
been ono of the strongest features. Russian
crop reports have zlso been unfavorable.
Wheat stocks in the United States and Can-
ada east of the Rocky mountains, are 10,000,-
000 bushels larger than a year ago, but 20,-
000,000 bushels less than two years ago, and

nearly 10,000,000 bushels less than
three years ago. Worlds shipments
last  week were 5,000,000 bushels,

Exports of wheat, flour included, from both
coasts of the United Statesand from dontresl,
this week, amount to 8,818,646 bushels, ss
compared with 8,566,000 bushels last week ,
3,151,000 bushels in tho weck one year ago;
2,562,090 bushels two years ago ; and as con-
trasted with 8,480,000 bashels in the corres-
ponding week of 1893.

WHEAT.—LOCAL SITUATION—New wheat
began to move quite freely during the early
part of the week. but the goneral rains on
Thursdey checked the movemont again.
Provious to Thursday farmers were deliver-
ing quite e lot of wheat at the eclevators at
omo country points, but they were not sell-
ing freoly. Most of it was being stored on
account of producers, indicating that the
farmars will held for a while for higher
prices. This is the usual disposition while
prices are advanciug as they have been this
wock. Prices pawd to farmers in Manitobs
country markets have advanced about e this
wook, and to-day the usual price is Gic
per bushel at 18c¢ freight rate points
to Fort Williamn and 53¢ at points carrying a
19 cent freight rate, for choico samples of
hard wheat, equal to about No. 1 hord. No.
2 hard 8 cents less.  Theso prices, it will bo
seen by our market roports, are above a par-
ity with the Dalath market, sllowing for cost
of handling. The big millers have been setting
tho pace in advencing the prices. The qual-
ity of the now crop, so far as it has been in-
spoctod here, shows up good, about two-thirds
grading No. 1 hard. No cars cf {rosted have
bean inspected here yet, and only
about onoe per cent. of rojected. 1t
the crop keops on at anything like this
rato, it will bo an axtra fice ono in point
of quality, but tho carly wovemont usually
averages better than lato recoipts. Tho re-
coipts of wheat at Fort William last wook
woro 170,941 bushels, shipmonts were 283,233
and thero is in store 1,512,992 bushols. Stocks
at interior points increased about 200,000
bashels last woek, making them over half &
million bushels at the beginning of this week.
For tho corresponding week last year Fort
William recoipts ware 412,000 bushels, ship-
ments 175,000 bushels, in storo 463,000
Lushels. Lakeo fooight rates have been frmer



