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TEBE COMMERCOIAL.

WILLIAML.KEENE &GO

(Suocessors to Chipman, Morzan & Co.)

SHIPBROKERS & COMMISSION MERCHANTS

632 Cordova St., Vancouver, B.C.

Importers of Rice, Sacks, Japan, Indian and
China Toas, Steol. Iron, Rope, Comont,
Oils, Fruit, Canned Goods, Etc., Etc.

For Sale

A BARGAIN.

Steam Engine in first.clasa order, nud
oply used a short time. Size, 24 inch
bore and 30 inch stroke. Heavy pattern
suitable {or saw mill work, Made by
William Hamilton, Poterborough, Oat.,
aleo a very fine Feed Wator Heater for
same.

STUART & HARPER,
Machinery Doulers, Winnipeg, Man.

BRITISH COLUHBIA.

Vvancouver Businoss Roviow.
June 18, 1594,

It has been impossible to get a report
through for the past two weeks owing to
trouble on the line of the C. P. R. from late
floods. The two weeks that British Columbia
has been cut off almost entirely from Mani-
toba has already become an hittorical period
in tho history of the province, aud ia the
future will be known as the year of tho greab
floods. Thero is no doubt that a great calami-
ty has befallen the province, but it is alio
truo that the flcods have not been so disas.
trous as one would be Jed to beliove from
nowspaper reports, Thenks to the prompt
action of the government and generous sup-
port of philantorepists in and out of the pro-
vioce not a soitler in the valley hus gone
huogry, sad the goverament are supplyiog
them with sced aud the citizens with means
0 rebuild their fences.  Truo, the greatest
number of farms havo heen demorabiz:d for
ovo season and a large pumber of farmers
sre without a dollar in the worll, but tome
will get a half crop from their land, and next
year the rich sediment which has been lying
in the bottom of the Fraser for generations and
deposited upon the land by the floods will ea-
ablo the farmers to raisc double crops.
Already the government arc busy devising a
compreheasive dyking scheme to inswe the
valley against future desolation by fl ods,
snd though land is cheap at preeent, being
s'veral fect under the river, the farmers are
already gaining confideuce, through the en.
couragement of the paterpal government, whose
cabinet ministers wero among the tirst on the
scence, end  personally supervising the distri-
bution of necessitivs among the temporarily
distressed farmers, The merchants have been
getting barely enough from the United Siates
to last them until the Cavadian Pacific Rail-
way froight traius are runniog ; one reason for
this was the fact that United States houres
raized the prico for export of all staple articles
as soou as thoy resliscd that thoy were the only
source of sapply for tho proviace. Sothat dur-
ing the scaron of trial businessin Vancover was
dull indecd. Otherwise Vancouver or Vie
toria were not materislly affected or will thoy
be by the floods, except by a .rifling advancein
the price of some fow lines of prodace, and
ovan this may not bappen. Another advantage
of the floods is that the salmou run is oxpected
to be very large, and quantitics of gold will bo
waslied down by tho mountain torrents. Some
have gone to far as to say that the Fraser val.
ley in the long run will actually gain mere
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Bearing this Trado Mark is

Thoroughly Guaranteed.

Theso are not merely “‘dew
proof ” or “shower proof” goods
they are THOROUGHLY WATER-
proot and will absolutely with-
stand all changes of climate.

For Salc by all the Leading
Whetceatlo Houscs.

24 Try them and you will Buy Again.

than lose by the floods. Shipping is sotive in
Vancouver, and traffic from the Orient and
Australia is very large and increasing Tho
following is a britf statemert of the cause and
effect of the floods :—

There are three high tideson the Fraserriver,
British Columbia, overy year, in March, April
and June respectively, caused by suow ow the
mountains melting, and swelling the seasonable
riso of the waters. In 1882, as well asthe
present year, thore were no high tides in March
or April, and on account of unusually cold
weather, snow did not melt until May 22nd,
when the weather became suddenly hot, and
mountain rivalets for a hundred miles were
changed into roaring torrents, three high tides
as it were being thrown into ooe. The Fraser
river farmers, for the past twelve years, since
the great floods of 1882, have been rapidly
sottliog oa the botton lanls close to ths river
and building dykes to protect them from the
high waters. The closer the 1iver they got the
more productive was the soil, accounting for
the large namber of farmers in a comparatively
thinly setiled country, who bave been rained
by the present floods. Now that the worst
is over a more accurate account can be
given of the actual dJdamage done
Your correspondent has been through the en-
tire flooded distriot, collecting statistics from a
number of old piouncers, aud 18 alls to present
as accurate an account as can pssibly be given
as to the Jamage doae. The direct loss to the
Canadian Fautic Railway, according to the
ratlroad officials, will not be over half a million
dollars, but of course & much heavier liss will
be tustained through stoppage of traffic, and
hotel expenses for all delayed passevgers, ote.
On the Thompson, Bow, White, Spillamachine
and Spilkamino the loss in British Culambia
territory is estimated at about $150,000. Of
the Frasor river a more detailed account can
be given. Commeacing on the south side near
the salt water, is a scttlement cailed Ladoers,
220 acres in extent, Hore the land is com-
paratively high, and the loss to crops did ot
amount to more than $5,000. Surrey munici.
pality, ten miles sqnare, 4,000 settlers, comes
pext, Loss ¢ crops in Sorrey is not more than
£6,000. Langley, the next municipality, is teo
miles square, with 3,500 settlers; loss, bridges,
$5,000 ; crops, 30,000 ; chattles, roal castate,
caitle, ttc , 330,000—10tal, $65,000. Matequi
is teu miles +quare, with 600 sottlers ; nearly
all the settled section was inuadated, “hrough
the dykes giving way ; loss crops, $20.000;
fences, bridges, chattles, $25,000; stock,
38,000 — total, £53,000. Sumar,  size,
twclvo miles by seven, five bundred settlora.
All oveifiowed. Cattle were saved by being
driven to mountain side, where the settlers
bivouaced for one week. Loss from cropy,
§50.000; bridges, fonces, etc., $5,000; cattlo
and houschold effccts, §50,000. To‘al, 105,
00V, Chilliwack, tho district most badly flood-

ed, prides itaelf in a town of about four thous.
and 1ohabitants, and was the first place settled
on the Fraser valley. It is the richest section
in British Columbia, beiog very highly cul.
tivated. The crops and fruit farms of Chilli-
wack were an entire loss, To illustrate the
height of the water at its higheat point in
Chilliwack it is suflicient to put oa record tha

the stoamer Courser sailed across lots to the
Harrison hotel stables ; took on 100 head of
cattle and regsined the main channel again
by steaming down front strect and out of the
Slue. A conservative estimate of the damage
to crops and fruits in Chilliwack is said
to be $500,000; houschold effocts, briiges,
cattle, etc., $100,000. Total, $690,000,
On the north aide of the river the first munici-
pality is Richmond. High land loss not more
than £5,000 Next comes the Delta and South
Vanconver. Total loss, $20,000. Burnaby
total loss, §5.000. Coquitlam, aiae miles square,
settled by fifty poople. ‘Total loss by fences,
bridges, etc., 825,000 Maplo Ridge, thirteen
miles square, inhabited by 1,200 people, five
mil-s from the Fraser, near Lilliootte river.
Latter river was backed up by the Fraser and
did $75.000 worth of damage. Mission, nige
miles square, settlel by a thousand people.
The whole front ficing the water was inun.
dated, and $150,000 worth of damage doue.
Dewdney, eight milsa square, settlol by 1,000
people; luss, §i0,000 Nicoman, not a soul
Iefy in the scttlement; total loss estimated at
$100,000. Twelve m:les between Nico nan and
Yale is thinly scttled, but the loss in this sec

tion is not lesa thaa $59,000. In Yale district,
focluding Kats Lauding, the loss has been fully
350,000. These figuresagaregate sbout $2,000,-
030, which is a very conservative eatimate of
the damage done by the floods.

B, C. Markot Quotations.
Burrer—Australian butter 26 to 28¢; Cali-
fornia cheege, 14c; California butter, 23 to 25c¢.

Corep Mgears—Hams, 143c¢; breakfast bacon,
14c; backs 13c; long clear 104¢; short rolls, 12¢,
Lard is held at tho following figures: In tins,
124c per pound; in pails and tubs, 110 ; mess
pork, $18; short cut, $22.

Fisu—Prices are: Spriog salinon, 7c; steel
haads, 6¢; flounders, 4c; sniclt, 6:; scabass, Sc;
cod, 6¢; halibut, 8:; smoked salmon 12c;
smoked halibut, 10c; bloaters, 10c; kippered
cod, 10c; oolicans, 6.

VeaeTaBLES—Potatocs, old, $24; potatoes,
new, §3Y onions, red, 1}; cabbage, 24c; catrota,
turnips and beets, # to lca b,

Eacs—Fresh, 250,

Fuuits—Lemons, Califoraia, §2.75 to 3.50,
oranges, socdlings, $2 75 ; Australian applos,
8175 tw &2; bavanas, Hoanolulu, 31.75
t0 2 00 per buach; pineapples, por dozon, §2.50;
<1:1510rries, per box, $1.10; strawberries, per bor,

c.



