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THE COMMERCIAL.
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WIKNIPEG MONEY MARKET,

The rocovery of the monetary affairs of the
city from the lull of tho liolidays has not licen
as mapld during the past week as could bo
wistcd for, and tae fecling still remains slow.
In comunercial discounts tho Lusiaess dono at
the banks has been very light for tho carly
part of tho month. Businoes generally, how-
over, bas been aloro or less affeeted by tho cx-
teomo cold woather, and the banks have heen
sharing in the same. The month of January ig
aluo a quiet month generally, very littln of tho
paper of scason sales being veceived then  In
other respects the Lanks have had a quictness,
and particulaily in grain handling, for wlich
the call for funds hns dropped off terribiy,
owing to the very light movement at country
points, which may also bo attributed to the ex-
treme weather,  Thus trade affairs altogether
have given no cause for anything like Lroking
activity, and until we avo aearer spring, th:re
will bo no special undertakings which will cre-
ate any special demand for funds.  Rates of
discount have to some extent been nominal, but
aro quoted:  First class commercial paper, 7
per cent; ordivary, 8 to 8; promiscuous and ong
name, 9 to 10. Ialoans on real estate mortgago
busiuess has been ne better than iu trade fi-
nances. Thoe weather has paralyzed most af-
fairs of farming, and has almost eut off all ap.
plications for loans on favm lands. In the city
there has been no business doing, aud _atluirs
have not secttled down enough since the Lol
days to Iead ngents to expect much. Payments

“of intereat, however, have been coming in with

surprising freedom, and the additional repoits
of companics o the past year, received sinco
our last report, are of a very encourging
character. Aitogother loan business has bright.
cned up very much of late, and a rcurn of
more moderate weather will soon clear up the
present quietness. Rates of interest are quoted
from 8 to 10 per cent., but for the weck were

only nomiual,
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WINNIPEG WHOLESALE TRADE.

During the past week the wholesale trade of
the city has beea steadily recovering from the
lull of the holideys, and those connected therc
with arc commencing the year asif they ex-
pected oue of prosperity and activity and were
determined to make the most of the gaod op-
portunity., Quite a numnber of houses have
been taking stock, and several have taken ad.
vantage of the lull to move into new and more
commoitious premises. The most sudden ce-
rewal of activity haa been in somo season guods
lines.  With the first day of 1886, travellershy
the dozen disappeared suddenly from the city,
and reports from these now show that business
is opening up with a freedom not displayed
since a wholesale centse wzs established here.
Orders have been both numerons and heavy,
and indicate that retailers in the country look
forward to a good ycar’s busincss, Staple lines
of cvery day consumption have been in sym-
pothy with season goods, and have fairly re.
covered from tho quictness felt for the last two
or threo weeks of the year. Some houses of
this kind say that & good sverage volume of
sales has not yot been reached, but at ihe rate

improvewment is going on another woek -vill
being this,  Of course fancy lines aro now as
dead as cen well be fmagived, and no retwin of
activity is looked for until somo signs oi com-
ing. apring mako their appearance.  Tines de
pendant upon building and contracling are
also at a standstill, and oven the strageling do-
mand for odds and ends, which kept up to the
close of December, has been completely shut off
by the keen, cold wuather of the past week.
Altogether there is a rovival in Lusiness, which
will soon be generally felt, unless in those lines
whicu only the near approach of speing will
stir into activity. Tho enthuniasticsidoof the
wholesale trade report is in conur ~tion with
collections.  Quite n largoe unmber of houses
express astonishirent at the frecdom with which
cash returns have been coming in, and some re-
poit collections better than they ever were be-
fore in their experience of tho country. 'There
18 certainly an amouud of money in circulation
throughont the whole Northwest, such as has
not been experienced since the “boom™ year of
1881, aml the best featuro ie, that the circula.
tion is mainly among the irading class.

AGRICULZURAL MACHINERY.

Iu this trad2 everything is as silent as poasi
ble in the liuo of sales or attemnpts to meko
them. ‘Thore hss been during the week literally
no movenent of any kind, and since the arrival
of keen, cold weather there is no talk of can-
vassers siarting out for the spring work, The
lull in collections consequent upon the holiduys
has not yet disappeared, but improvement is
guing on steadily, although not as iapidly as
could be wished.

BOOTS AND SHOES.

This branch shows no improvement in the
amounut of business doing, which is decidedly
of a quiet nature. The few o:ders coming in
aro for very small lots, and principally confined
to overshoes and such lines of winler goods as
may be required for sorting pucposes. A few
orders for spring de'ivery have come to hand,
but they aie not as a rule of extensive propor.
tion, aud the disposition on the part of country
tzaders in this line would scem to be to delay
ordering extensivelv for future delivery until a
later date. There is no complaint in regard to
collections.

CLOTHING.

Quictness has cortinued to Le the leadiug
feature in this line during the week, and no
materal change has occurred since our last re-
port. The receut cold weather has not yet
brought about any renewal oi the call for soits
in staple winter goods, and of course anything
more thau sorting-up ordeys are out of the ques-
tion for the present, A f:w orders for spring
delivery have come {o hacad, but the secason is
not yet sufliciently well advanced to give an
index from which to draw corrcct conclucions
as to what tho spring trade may be.  “rom one
bouse in this trade comes the ouly veport this
week of dezidedly bad collections, but as.e-
ports from the same quarter have been invar-
ably good for somo weeks back, the present un-
favorable showing may be looked upon to some
extent as a mere accident of tiade.

CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE,
In %iz line dealers.are enjoyinga well-ctyned

rost, ufler the rush for fancies which immedi
ately preceded tac holidays, and they ate tak.
ing advantage of the lul) for purposes of stock
taking. Quictness is expeeted to contianc for
the next fow weeks,  Collections ave satisfac.
tory.

DRY Goons.

In this staple line the immediate demand is
light and confined to a fow small orders. How-
over, very litile business i3 expected at this
season, Dealers nre now busy putting their
catablishments in order for the spring trade,
receiving goods, preparing samples, cte, Trav.
ellers from most of the hourcs are now ontte
road, and sv far as heard from are al} doing ex-
cellent work, far exceeding the best snticipa-
tions of dcaless.  ‘the result s. far attained is
sufficient to make dealers quite sanguine as to
the coming scason's trade, and those houscs
that have received 1cturns from travellers, look
forward with confilenco to the brightest year
in the history of the wholesale dry goods trade
since its fivst cstablishment in the Northwest,
Not the lesst cncouraging feature it in regard
to collections, which are generally veported to
be exceptionally good.

DRUGS AND CHEMICALS.

The usnal steady tiade is doing in this line,
withou$ any extraordinary feature worthy of
special meutioa.

FANCY GOODS AND SMALLWARES,

Asg might well bo expected, business in this
branch is sbout at its lowest ebb, and dearers
are having a breathing space, which will give
taem a needed opportunity to set theis hoases
in arder and dispel tho chaos which a short
time ago was noticeable oo every hand. In
the more staple article. of the smallwave branch
busincss is not so completely dead asin tho
fancy lines. In the former some little move-
mer’ is again sciting in, which promises soon
to -each fair average proportions. ‘The holiday
trade has beea footed up and is found to be of
good dimensions.  Collectious ave proving sat.
isfactory.

FisH.

'ie trude in fresh fish duriug the week has
been rather quict and cenfined to limited di-
mensions, mild weather having greatly inter
fered with shipments to tho south and south.
castern points. Prices have been on this ac-
count depressed and have held at the ‘ow values
of the previovs week. The cold weather which
has now set in is expected to change matters
and give the market a pictty active scason, It
is also considered certain that a marked ad-
vance must soon take place in the price of fresh
varieties, should the present favorable weatter
hold out for any length of time. Fresh vari-
eties now in the market are whitefish, Jackfish
and pickerel. Whiwe are yuoted at 5e, and
Jackfish at 3¢, in car lots. In salt fish a steady
trade is doing.  Salt white ave worth §4 per
barrel in round lots; Labrador heriings, €8 per
bLl; salmon, $17 per bbl; smoked haddocks, I1e
per poand. Collections are good,

FRUITS.

The amount of buisness doing in this line is
generally o a limited extont at this time of
Jear, and the past week has not been excep-



