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VIEWS OF A MICHIGAN LUMBERMAN.

Mg, ARTHUR Hit, 0r SAuinan, PRESENTS Sovte STroNG ARGUMKATS
AGANST THER [winstvion oF A Dury ov [ evbrk.

Toe Hon. Justin S, Morrill, Chairman of the Finance
Committeelof (the United States Senate, received a
pamphlet letter a fortnight ago from’Me.” Arthur Hill, of
Saginaw, o.a the question of the proposed imposition by
the United States govermment of a duty on foreign lum-
ber. Mr. Hill is an extensive operator in the Georgian Bay
district, as well as a lacge holder of Canadian timber linuts,
and is therefore thoroughly conversant with the lumber
business on both sides of the border.  Theletter is written
from the standpoint of an American, and deals with the
question ** How shall we treat Canada, as an enemy oras
afriend 27

At the commencement, Mr. Hill protests against any
change in the present wood schedule which shall direetly
or indirectly prevent the free entry into the United States
of the white puie lumber of Canada.  Referring to those
who are pressing for this legislation at Washington, Mr,
Hill says:

“They press for it on the ground that it will be pro-
hibitive ; so that the Mississippi producer of pitch pine
may extend hismarkets and his profits; so that the Penn-
sylvania producer of hemlock may force consumers to use
hemlock when they want white pine; so that the Jumber-
man of Minnesota may send his white pine into New Eng-
land, 1,200 miles away, and make the New Englander
pay the added freight. At the recent lumbermen's con-
vention at Cincinnati these long-distance lumber dealers
pointed ot that the vailroads should aid them at Washe
ington, as the railroads would get this added freight.”

In describing the movement which culminated in this
Cincinnati convention, Mr. Hill says that the chiefally the
lumbermen had was the hard times and the great distress
into which the lumber business had fallen, and the asser-
tion that the cause of all this depression was the influx of
free Canadian lumber, and that to prohibit Canadian lum-
ber would cure the evil. To show that the afflictions of
the United States lumbermen do not come from the in-
vasion of his markets by Canadian lumber, Mr, Hill
quotes the importations of lumber into the United States
since 1889, the yvear before the McKinley bill reduced the
duty from $2 to $1 per thousand, with lumber duly free
since 1894, as follows 1 —~

Feet.
1889 .. .. . . 747842000  $7,804,163
1890, . ... .. 659,703,000 3.7«.95
1891 ...l 757:149,000 1498,
1892, .. ... dereee o ieveessse.s 063,139,000 7:539,7
189300e avenes P TN 742,351,000 8,217,331
1894 e e 2;;,46:,000 6,134,204
1898, . .ue v ,809,000 6,8¢9,$32
2296 .. .. . ecieaeiines . 786,102,000 8,504,607

The explanations given by Mr. Hill to account for the
state of things complained of by the lumber manufacturers
of the United States are interesting. He says: ‘“ The
obvious cause of the prostration of the lumber industry is
a natural falling off in consumption during three years of
national business depression, which has not been met by
any corresponding reduction in output. The editor of
The Timberman, a most able statistician, who made one
of the principal addresses before the Cincinnati conven-
tion, stated incidentally his estimate of the amount of pine,
spruce, hemlock and so forth used in construction in this
country in 1892 at 16,000,000,000 feet, and the amount
used in 1893 at 12,000,000,000 feet.  Here is a shrinkage
ol 4,000,000,000 feet, or 23 per cent. of the normal con-
sumption  This is an amount substantially equal to the
eatire production of white pine west of Chicago, including
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and the entire Mississippi Valley,
during the year 1893, which was 4,100,000,000 feet. It is
a shrinkage cqual to nearly 6o per cent. of the white pine
product of the entire Northwest in 1893, which was, for
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Mississippi river, 4,102,000,000
fect ; for Michigan, 2,923,000,000, and for Lake Erie
mills and others in that region, 68,000,000 feet, equal to a
total of 7,093,000,000 fect.

¢ In the face of this shortage in annual demand of 4,-
000,000,000 fect, the lumbermen gathered in Cincinnati
and resolved that the way to re-establish prosperous mar-
ket conditions was to put a duty of $2 per thousand on the
700,000,000 feet of lumber which has been coming from
Canada into New England and New York for these many
years, whether there was a hagh taniff, a low tariff or no
tariff against it. It has been coming because the people
of that section wanted it—nceded it—and cven the super-

ior white pine of Michigan has been unable to supplant it
in its natwral markets,”

Regarding the claim that it is the character of the lume
ber imported from Canada rather than the quantity to
which abjection is raised, Mr. Hill asky+ ¢ Has the im-
portation of an average of less than 700 000,000 feet of
Canadian lumber during, the six years foll wing the tarilf
act of 1890 been able to fix the price in the United States
on an average white pine ent of nearly 8,000,000,000 fect,
and an approximate cut of 8,000,000,000 fect of other
werchamable timber?  This question answersitself,  The
quality of the Canadian importation has somewhat de-
clined since 18go, but it has not delcriorated proportion-
ately with the product of other white pine sections, nor
faster than the consumers are adapting themselves to the
use of commoner grades of lumber in place of the superior
grades, which are fast vanishing from our markets.”

Me. Hill then proceeds to point out the fact that Cana-
da hias sought for closer trade relations with the United
States, and has increased her purchases from that country,
while Canada’s sales to the United States have not in-
creased proportionately.  He urges that the United States
should open her markets to the products of the Canadian
forests, and gives the following table as showing the per-
centage of imports into Canada :—

United Great Other

S ates, Britain.  Countriex,
188¢ ceviees 48 PCe 40 p.C. s pC.
1890000 cie v tieeaen. 46 p.c a8 pc spe
1898 52 p.C. 30 p.C 18 p.c.

‘“ Take note that the gain to the United States is en-
tirely at the expense of British trade.  This trade revolu-
tion is explained in the following statement of the imports
into Canada for 1895 :—

Dutiable. Free. Duty.
United Stages........ vrv 826,000,000 $29,000,000 $7,000,000
Great Britain . ...... 23,000,000 g.ooo.ooo 7,900,000

* In these three lines the reason for all that has hap-
pened can be read.  Canada has been measurably open-
ing her marketsto the United States and measurably clos-
ing them to England. She taxes England $7,000,000 for
bringing iato her markets $31,000,000 worth of goods, and
the United States no greater sum for bringing in $55,-
000,000. Canada collects, too, a higher average duty on
Jutiable goods received from England than on dutiable
goods from this country.”

Mr. Hill presents figures of the trade the United States
does with Cuba, Mexico, Central America and South
America, and shows that Canada was a more valuable
market in the year 1893 than all these dther countries put
together for the products of the United States. Yet, he
says, Canada is the one country which il is proposed the
new tariff bill shall distinctly legislate against in the article
which forms the chief import into the United States from
Canada~—lumber. What now, he asks, would be the trade
situation as between the two countries if lumber was taken
off the United States free list and put into the dutiablelist ?
and gives the answer as follows : ¢ The United States re-
ceived from Canada in 1895 $36,000,000 worth of goods,
of which $15,000,000 worth were dutiable and $21,000,000
frec of duty. Put a tariff now on rough lumber and it will
transfer $8,000,000 from the free list to the dutiable, re-
ducing the free list to $13,000,000, and this would be the
trade situation: Canada buying $55,000,000 worth from
the United States, admitting free $29,000,000; and the
United States buying $36,000,060 worth from Canada, ad-
autting free only $1 3,000,000."

The cost of producing lumter is next dealt with, and is
shown to be greater in Canada than the United States.
“The average cost, including stumpage, of delivering
logs at Ottawa, the main pont of output in Canada, is at
least onc dollar more per thousand than the cost of
American logs at Saginaw, Menominee, Duluth or Minne-
apolis. The assertions to the contrary were good ten
years ago, but not to-day. With the exhaustion of pine
in lower Michigan, where Saginaw alone for 30 years fur-
nished an average of of 700,000,000 feet, and with the re-
duction and final abolition of duties on lumber and logs,
American lumbermen have entered the market for Cana-
dian timber; stumpage has advanced ; wages have ad-
vanced ; until now American conditions, as to cost of
timber aud cost of labor, absolutely prevail in the white
pine sections of Canada.”

With respect to the timber supply he says :

** Michigan, for years quecen of the white pine states. is
fast losing that mantle of green that was the source and
token of her royalty. Michigan forests supplied in 18go
nearly 4,500,000,000 feet of lumber.  In 1895 they furnished
only 2,000,000,000 feet of lumber, and during 1896 they

have produced less than 2,000,000,000, and the sigus
complete exhaustion, as to white pine, are plain betore,
Michigan lumbermen, to cominue the business to wh;
they were bred, have been compelled to go to Canadlz -
replenish their stock of timber, at once convenient for G
eration and suited to their trade.  Na other 1imbe, §
the place of wiite pine, as witness Eugland's constant ¢
mand for it, with all the fumber markets of the wold -
draw from.

** The grecat, the main, reason why Canadian white P
should vot be excluded from our markets is beeause of
present forestry conditions i this country. There &
standing to-day in the state of Michigan 8,000,000,
teet of pine, and there is not standing in the statesor W,
consin and Minnesota §0,000,000,000 feet of white pine,
in the three states, §8,000,000,000 feet. 1 point you ay
sir, to the fact that the annual statement for 18935 <hy,
that the cut of these notthwestern states for the 1eu gy,
eading with that year was 77,000,000,000 feet, and 4
can draw your own conclusions.

““My Nirst conclusion is that to now legislate to takey
timber west and south of Lake Superior and send 1t .
remote New England is to perpetrate an economic cn-
upon those greut trecless states.  And this is my sew
conclusion : that to compel the people of New Eagl
to pay an added freight on lumber from the remote ner
west, when their natural supply lies near at hand,
cheap of access, is to do every citizen a wrong whoby
a roof for home or factory. If that citizen pays the
tax, then he stands as to every other builder in this &
on an uncqual footing,

I have shown that our trade relations with Canada,
reciprocal and friendly. Canada has so framed her 1
laws that British trade loses and American trade gu
Shall we now, while Canada opens wider her doon
Anierican trade, shut our doors in her face, and, it we;
what will be the resolt 2 t was recently stated in
leading newspaper of the Dominion that if tue Us
States, in the face of present fair treatment by Cam
should now enact tariff laws unjust to Canada, they ¢
protect themselves by tariffs, too—turning first to ¢
owa people for articles now bought of us, and next
wards closer relations with Great Britain, their na
ally, and in war and peace their friend.  You, sir, ure
abler than I to decide whether this propliccy be true,:
if true, its effect upon our trade.”

Mr. Thomas Pink, of Pembroke, Out., manufactus
lumbering and driving tools, boom chains, cant he
ctc,, has issued a new and useful catalogue for)
showing the various lines of manufacture.  Mr. Pink
established a wide reputation as a manufacturer of
bermen's tools, and his goods are now used throyg
the whole Dominion. A copy of the catalogue w
sent upon application.

Logging is progressing favorably in the viciait
Warren, Ont., although there is not a greatdeal of s
On Tuesday, the 16th inst,, Keeling & Bower hac
team draw to their mill, a distance of three miles, 2
of logs containing 21 pieces, that scaled in all 8,4y;
The sleigh and bunks used were the same as the
using every day, the latter being only 10 feet long
they been longer they claim a much larger foad
have been hauled.

The new man in the shop is subjected to much ¢n
and scrutiny, but he very often has several handy
up his sleeve which raise him in the cyes of (he
men.  This makes it rather risky to indulge in ar
casm as to his way of working till you know how
work he can doin a day . he mry paralyze the oldn
when it comes to time. ~Machinery.

Parties who have been experimenting with white
for bicycle rims have met with such success that tha
will be pushed for the purpose in competition wit
clm. Maple has been a favorite in some quarte:
since the introduction of the wood, but rock clin
many points of excellence that it is not probable it
crowded out.

There is an cstimated area of 47,000,000 acres «
with marketable timber in Australia. Western A
has 20,000,000 of these acres. The various saw
the last named section employ about 2,000 men.
total output of sawn stuff in 1895 was uneacly Sz,
The two principal woods are the jarrah and}

which considerable quantities have been exported
pean countries-—England principally—of Iate yea



