THE CRITIC
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CITY CHIMES.

The Zefio Tilbury Company have eatablished themeelves as favorites
with Halifax theatregoers. The Irish drams, ¢ Eileen Oge,” drow large
sudiences on Mondsy, Tuesdsy snd Wednesday evenings, and the military
drams, “Peace and War," by Mesers. Wood and Marshall, of the Wost
Riding regiment, which is being produced with a detschment of troops from
the regiment and a full military band, is sure to bo liked in Halifax.
¢ Poace and War " will be given to night and to-worrow evoning, and
“ Lileen Oge " will be given at the prize matines to-motrow afternoon.

The sixth aud last of the Orpheus Club's subscription concerts for this
seadon took place at Orpheus Hall on Tuesdsy evening. The programme
was a long and varied one, including selestions by the string orchestra from
tbe Hayden Club, choruses by the Club and Ladies’ Auxiliary aund four
solos, altogether a fitting desert to finish the feast of music given us by the
Orpheus Club during the past winter and spring. The Club, with Ladies’
Auziliary, gave six numbers, in one of which, No, 3, * tiow Excellent is
Thy Loving Kindness,” Dr. Slayter savg the solo, giving it in first rete
style, the Club and Ladies' Auxiliary also being heard to advantage in this
solection, The other choruses were all good, the selections from * Ruth
beivg particularly fine. The Ladies’ Auxilisry sang“ Pit, Pat, Pit, Pat”
very sweetly, and were called upon to repeat, which they kindly did, The
instrumentsl music by the atring orchestrs from the Hayden Club was
rendered splendidly, The oponing‘ piecs, ¢ March from suite in D, was
very aweet, and No. 12, a waltz, * Morning News,” so delighted the audience
tha. an enthuaisatic encore was secured and responded to. Many people
would bave preferred having more instrumental music, but the variety given
on Tueedsy evening should be sufficient to satisfy anyone. Mies Gussie
Taylor's song, “ Danze delle Memorie,” was very sweetly rendered, and
received an encore, which was responded to with ¢ Marguerite,” a pathetic
song, which #* gave with much feeling, Mrs. J. Mc. D. Taylor's rendering
of “Toears” was exquisite, aud she responded to the richly deserved cneorc
with that sweel little aong, ¢ As the Apple grows on the Apple Tree.”
Miss Agnes Burns made her dJebut as 4 soloist at Orpheus concerie, and
rendered ¢ Mignon’s Sovng’ stiistically, but she was evidently nervous.
Mise Buzne' fine voice will doubtless be beard to better advantage when she
makes her next appesrance. Mr, D C. Gilliy' song, “ Only Once More,”
was very good, and received an encore, to which he responded with
“ Marguerita,” which was not 8o proity ss Miss Taylor's  Marguerite,” and

consequently suffered Ly comparison. Much praise is due Mr. Porter, the | ¢

cnthusisstic and painstaking conductor, and Mr. T. J. Payne, accompanist,
for their auccessful work, and to Herr Klingenfeld, conductor of the Hayden
Clah, whoee sweet music is 00 much appreciated by Orpheus Club audiences
Two thingv—not on the programme—aoccurred which were 20f appreciated.
The beat was excessive, for which no one is specially to blame, and the Gas
Company's electric lights went out, for which some one ought to be respon.
sible. Just as the ladies and gentlemen were singing * From the Rising of
the Sun ** the lights lit up for a little while, but they soon went out again.
The friendly gas gave enough light for the performers to read their music
by, but oomotg‘i‘ng should be done to keep thoss electric lights in better
ordar. S

The addresses by Miss Williard iu Halifax on Saturday and Sunday
drew immenss crowde, the audiences overllowing iuto the steet. Miss
Williard is a splendid spesker, and held the attention of her hearers from
first to 1aat. Dfiss Gordon addressed a large gathering of Sunday school
children in the Academy of Music on Sunday afternocon. It ie to be hoped
that their visit to Halifux may do much good.

Next Friday and Saturday Frauk A. Robbins' twelve big united shows
will viait Halifax, and the boys and girls will go, and their parents will go
to look after them, though of course they do not care a bit about it them-
solves. It is wonderful what a number of people are willing wo sacrifice
themselves for the sake of the children when a circus is the attraction. The
coming one is said to be the best possible, and bigger than anything evor seen
before. We hope you will all enjoy it, for of ciuurse you will go, everyoue
does, and circuses never seem to loee their charm.

To-morrow is our natal day, but the celebration of the event is post-
poned until Mondsy, as that is considered a more convenient day for a
public holidsy. The first concort of the season will tako place in tho Public
Gardens on the evening of Monday. We hope it will be fine, and that
many people will be able to enjoy the wmusic, which will be furnished by
the band of the West Riding regiment and St. Patrick's band. Refresh-
ments will be obtainable, so those who attend the concert will not faint by
the way. Halifax should look its best on its 141st birthday, at sny rate the
Public Gardens are sometuing to be proud of, even if the market is a perfect
sight on Saturdasy mornings.

We bave actually had some warm weather this week, which is something
to be thankful for. Under the sun's genial influsnce tho small boy has
been indulging in “ hokey-pokey,” and * grown-ups’ refresh themselves
with ico-cream or soda-water at Mitchell’s and Teas” So it begins to feel
like summer, and it is to be hoped that the weather will continue to be fine
and warm, for cold winds and grey skies are as unnstural as they are uncom-
fortable st this time of year, at least the cold winde are uncomfortable, if
not the grey skies.

COMMERCIAL.

Tle lat week bas been without feature, and nothing has occurred to

break or interrupt the generally prevailing dullnoss, DBusinecss is moving
along in a vory quiot way, KEveryono has mow to admit that on the whole
tho conditions are not so satisfactory as could bo desired. It is in fact
more than ever apparent that the consuwmor is providing for his necessitios
only . " nothing else. This is ovidenced by tho nature of passing opurations,
for it is only in groceries and breadstuffs which cinnot bo dispensed with o1
iu lines that are roquisite for macufacturing purposes,such as irou, cte,,
that normal business is passing. ‘This very plainly indicates tho position of
tho consumer, whilo reports concoerning the dry goods trade lend strong
endoraation to the viow above outlined. Evon if thero was auy great desiro
to place orders, considerablo discretion would have to be exercisod about
filling these, when rogorts of tho condition of things in tho conntry are cou-
sidered. They can hardly bo regarded as in nny sousc satisfactory. The
unusually unfavorable weathor throughout the spring has soriously retarded
the growth o€ the crops, and accontuates tho reports which we receive as to
their condivon. In consequence of this uncertainty regarding the growing
crops, an unsettiod feeling prevaile, while paymonts aro away bohind the
average for the month. This istrue not only of Nova Scotia bu of every
provinco in the Dominion of Canada this sido of the Ilockies. IXrow British
Columbia we have no direct reports but her crops do not amount to much.
A gentloman who has just returned from an oxtended tour through Cape
Breton Island, Antigonish Couuty, etc., reports that in nearly all sections
tho graes, which should by this time be ready for cutling, is scarcely u
span high and would not make hay at present. ‘I'hors scows to he a strong
probability that the hay crop will be very smull thisseason. [u the western
fruit-growing counties the prospects for a vory large crop of both large and
small fruits are oxcellent, but it is foared that the severo night frosts that
have occurred in the last two or three weeks may have had an ivjurious
effect. There is this unpleasant fact also, compared with other seasons, that
farmers aro generally so0ld out of their stocks of grain, etc., and that, con-
sequently, they have no reserves to fall back on, Thisbut addsto tho tight.
ness of the situation. In fact the conditions induce every one—both buyors
and sellers—=to get along with as little ay possible. The waoathor this waok
has taken a more favorable turn, which will doubtless cause an improvemont
in crop prospects and bring about the state of activity in trade so anxiously
looked ior,

Bradstreet’s ecp  of tho weok’s failures :—
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Dry Goops.—In this branch business continues quiot with the same
spitit actuating jobbers as formerly. ‘They all complain of small ordera for
fall goods, but seem at the sawe time determined not to rush things while
the aituation in the country remaios os at present. Just now thore is only
about enough doing to keep the machinery of business in wotion.
Payments for the month are, contrary to precedent, very poor, and cuslowers
say that they are unable to make collections, owiag to the fact that farmots
have neither reserve stacks of produce nor the funds to call upon. Renewals
according to all accounts are numerous. As to prices both cotton and woollen
goods show remarkablo firmness, no signs of weakoniog being exhibited in

any guarfer,

Inoxn, Harbwane AND Merars —Whilo this lino has been without any
feature worthy of special wention business has woved along with the usual
amount of activity sinco our last report. Lhe tone is about steady, and though
some shading might bo and has beon done on lots for future delivery, itis
ualikely that any great concessions would be made ou lots out of storc ;
But little bas beon doing in bar iron and other lines and buyers continue
mora or less reluctant. Stilla fair amount of business has transpived. Tin-
plates arc a strong featuro abroad, although no change has occurred here on
spot in pricee. Owing to large purchases on American account—fully
1,000,000 boxes—the market in Great Britain is firm with stocks compaza-
tively light, Privato advices say that for the last four or five wooks the
market was distinctly firm, and that those who imagine that they can securce
more favorable terms by holding ol are liable to dissppointment. Canada
plates are steady with a littlu moro evyuiry. logot tin and copper are firm
at tho recent advance. In hardwarea vory quiet trade is roported in sholf
goods, some dealers roportiog it tho dullest ever remembored.

Breapyrurrs.—Ilour here romains quiet and dull, tho firm tons of
holders peing unchanged. There is just about enough business doing to
prevent friction. Beerbobuw’s cable reports :--* Cargoes of' coist, wheat
quieter ; corn do,; do. on passage and for shipwment; wheat slow, corn
firmer ; tho cosst is being rapidly cleared of cargues. Liverpool spot whoat
rather easier ; woather in Lnglaud unsettled.” Whoat was firmoer in New
York, advancing about }e. Corn and oats were unchanged there, Whest
opened firmer with the local crowd ioclined to operate for an up
turn, An article in the Pricc Current, estimating crop at 415,000,000
bushels, was based on the Government report, but it was considerod bullish
and influenced somo local buying.

ProvisioNs.—The local provision mwarket continues quiet and dull,
trading being rectricted to very small lots needed for immediate consumptive
demands. At Liverpool pork declined 3d. Thoe prices of lard, bacon and
tallow were without change. In Chicago bogs wero strongor. 'L'he cuitle
market there was lower,

Burtrer is steady on tho whole, but therc is nothing of importance
doing. Now and then somo sale is heard of, hut il is at long intervals, the
trade being of a purely jobbing character,

Cueess.—There has been Jittle Aoing in spot, as the trade is waiting ‘o
learn how Western Ontatio will turn out, but little cheeso hera is open to
negotiation. The feelng is firm, with holders as a rulo actuated by the
bullish feeling that has characetrized them all the week, However, although
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