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ronding tho army newspapors and convers-
- ing with many oflicers with respoct to tho
statoments containod in that articlo, says
that ono and all think tho writor in Zlack-
wood was perfectly justified in his romari.s.
On one point every one i3 agreed—namely,
that the reorganization of the ariny has been
attompted sololy as a means of defence,and
- notof offence, In inost cases every one,
from tho higliest to the lowost, is well awaro
of the position in which their country has
been placed by the events of 1870. They
know that France is so enfeabled that any
iden of turning the tables on thoir victors
must be put off to a far distant futuro, At
tho samo time thero are several generula of
the old school who would faiu attribute the
viotories of tho war less to superior stratogy
than {o good luck. Nothing will conviuce
them to the coniraty. Unhappily, more-
over, thoir positivn gives them s cortain
woight with younger officers, and they must
10 & cortain dogreo bear tho responsibility
of the difficulties which have becon thrown
in the way of army reform. No army, in
fact, was more prepared to mako sactifices
than that of France, yet, continues the cor
reeé)ondent, the opportunity has been lost,
and the examplo sat by the adminiatration
of the War Offico has, of course, been fol-
lowed in other quarters. Hence, generals
who objecled to army reform have not
scrupled to follow their leader. Without
method, or guide, or oven precise orders,
they command each one after his own fash.
ion.. Some treat the -regulations of Juno
12th as a dead leiter, and tho troops man-
auyre according to tho fanoy of the com-
manders of the Corps d' Armée,notably those
under the orders of Generals Ducrot, Ila*
taille, Clinchant, and Chanzy. Even simple
lizutenant colonels and majors have contri*
buted their quota tochanging thoregalations
for mancouvring troops,so 1hat the subaltern
afticors are naturatly completely at saa asto
the 1ight or wroug manuner of proceeding.
‘I'his is auroly a strange way of helping to
reorganize the army ; but in truth there are
many genorals who, though brave men, are
in the artof war mere captaing. The French
army relorms should begin from the head,
for the War Oflico and its staff are much too
conservative in their ideas, and until s
chango is brought about no rofornis would
be (fossiblo. Yet individually tho officers
and men are working as thoy never worked
before. The colonels pay the greatest at
tention to their regiments, and the ;]wogrcsa
madc, more especiatly in the artillery, is
very great.  But disunited zoodwill cannot
do everything, Tho very lifo of the army
isits organization, and this, as ILsvoshow,
is defective. It cennot be othervise, since,
four years after sach terrible lessons as
those of 1870, the atmy, as a military body,
has made little or no progeess. I will not
analyso the matter in detail as the writer in
Blackwocd has done, 'but one thingis evi
dent, that his criticisms as a whole yet ro*
main unanseered. ‘FThose persons with
whom I have talked on tho subject, and who
tre competent t0 express an opinion, see
butono way to reorganize the army—name*
13, & redistribution of tho higher and almost
irresponsible posts.

“The examination of the College of St.
Cye terminated on Tuesday. Two hundred
and seventy cadets will be appointed sub:
liculenants on tho 1st of October, and will
be attached to regiments on the lst of
January,  General de Lartiguo was tho in-
pectorigeneral of the College, and oxpress:

himself as particularly struck by the
progress mude by the pupils, more especit
dlly in military science.” For the first time

for twenty yoars 1o cadet was found incom®
petent to enter thoarmy. In somo yoars
as many as thirty have boen rejected. The

rogress mado by the othor oadots, number
ng 35, who now enter.on their socond
yenr, is siatod to bson v 1\m with that of
thoir older companions, M. Patricl Muo
Malhon, oldest son of tho President of the
Republic, is amony those who passed out of
tho Collego to-day. e will onter the Line,
and is said o have paseed in a most crodit:
ablo manuner."’

E. J. Raep, Esq., M. ., Iate Chiof Navai
constructor to the English admirally appears
to have n peculiar penckant for monstrosities
in Naval Architecture. The following para-
graph is based waiuly onn lotteg of bis to
the London 7imes, and though the form of
vessel is notactually recommended it is ovi-
dent its novelty cxcites somothing moro
than admiration.

Tho question would naturally bo ssked by
a sonman as to the conditions under which
this latest inonstrosity made her voyage or
voynges, and whether she could keep the
sea in ordinary rough woather, and whether
she would bo the equal of a properly con=
structed ship with samo draught of water
and armament. Thoso are guestions which
will determine her value for any purpose:

TOE RUSSIAN UIRCULAR 120N0LAD.

The following letter from E. J. Reed, chiof
contractor of the English navy, is published
in the London T¥mes :—* Sfr,— It will bo in
teresting to many of your readers al bome
and abroad to learn that tho firat of the
Russian ciroular irouclads, the Nowvgorod,
has recently made passages iu the Black Se
which, to say tho loast, fully justify the Im.
perial Government in baving adopted this
form of vessel as oue well adapted for pro*
viding very powerful naval defences for
certain purposcs.  After recently steaming
from Nicholaief round tho south of the
Crimea to the Circassian Coast, thence back
as far as Sebastopol, and then on to Odessa,
this oxtraordinary vessel has during the
past weelk performed what was propably her
chief object by entering the Sea of Azof
through tho Straits of Kertoh, where the
depth of wator is but 14 feot, und where no
other Luropoan ironclad carrying armour
11 inches thick and gunsjof 28 tons could
possibly pass. I do not wish what I have
previously said, or am here saying, tobecon*
strued as an approval of these circular iron-
clads for all purposes, acd in all their de-
tails; but I certainly think the performauces
of tho Novgorod are such as will excite the
potico and admiration of many thoughtful
porsonsbesides shipbuilders, and will reflect
great crediv upon tho Imperial Russian
Govornment snd their enterprising designer
Admiral Popoff. 1t is true that the Novgo-
vod ia not designed for, and does notuttaina
bigh speed, but eho has lately boen steam-
ing at eight kaots, which is more than was
intendod, and she could have besn made
very much faster had she been incrensed in,
gize. It must be remembered that although
carrying the heavy armour aud gunsaiready
mentioned, she is a comparatively small
vessel, being of but 100 feet in diameter and
having a total displacement of only 2,500
tons,which is but one-half that of our Glatton,
and much less than one fourth of our Inflexit
ble, or even of our Minotaur. She has en
gines of only 480-horse power. Her costis
built under lile conditions with other ships,

would bo roughly proportioned to her ton
Wago and horsopower, from which the choap-
um:s' 'uf such a vessel miay bo veadily infer-
red,

CARRESPONDENGE.

2he Kduour does not Zald Mimself yvesponstblo fcr
ndieidudt expressions of oplion {1 contmunt-
cations wddressed to the VOLUNTRER REVIRW

(rROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT)
Gravny, 15th Sopt., 1875.

‘I'so Granby Camp of Instruction uader
tho command of Licut.-Col. Jolin Iletcher,
late of {I, M. 100th Regiment, C.M.G.,
Doputy Adjutant General for the 5th Alili-
tary District assomblod on tho 6th inst., and
hias been a perfect success throughout, the
conduct of the corps comprising ke same
most satisfactory. ‘The forco was composed
as follows, viz:

Commander—Licut. Colonol Flatcher.

BRIGADE STAP®,

Brigade Major, Major the Hon, M, Aylmer,
lato i1, M, 7th Royal Fusiliers ; Orderly O
cor. Captain Porkins, 52ad Rogimont ; Mus-
ketry Instructor, Captain Bulman, 79th
Highlanders; Supply OfRicor, Capt. Saith,
60thr Regt.; Camp Quartermaster, Lieut.
Neole, Granby Field Battory,

CAVALRY.

Lieut. Colanal, C'olonel R, Lovelaco, Cav-
ary Staff Ofic  'ate of IL M. 19ih, and
Qsmanli I\ Cave.ry, commanding.

1st Squadron, ¢ Iaroncoville Hussars, Capt
Bush.

2ad Squadron, lapt. Bright,

GRANDY FIBLD DATTERY.

Major Aymrauld, commanding,.

INFANTRY,

21st Regt., Liout, Colonel Marshund, M.P.
commanding,

32ad Regt., Lieut. Colonsl Hall, com-
manding.

79th Highlanders, Licut. {Colonel Miller,
commanding,

An Inspection and Field day took place
on the 15th instant, when the parade ground
was filled with spectators from the village of
Granby, aud the adjoining hamlets, amongst
whom wo noliced many of the ladies whoso
kindly seat fruit and flawers to tho Officers
Brigade aless, nnd tendeced them the hos:
pitality of their houses. After the usual
parade movements a sham fight took place,
giving the.officers of tho three arms an op*
portunity of displaying their proficiency in
handling their men and knowledge of midi.
tary tactica, .

Tho Hussars under Colonel Lovelaco
covered tha frontwith dismounted skirmish-
ers, and on the advance of the Field Battery
under Major Aymrauld, filed in douvble timo
to their horses, mounted, and clcsed to their
outward flanks forming squadronsto proteot
the guns. The.Field Battory camo up at a
gallop, untimbered and made action to, the
front, pouring in round after round on the



