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rounded by more than 11,000 miles of sex-
const,. Of course, n vast portion of this, tu.
wirds tho Arclic region, is not only unin-
habitabte, bus cannot be reached for fishing
purposes, Still there aro left along the
coast of Labredor, in the Gull of St. Law
ronco, in Iudson’s Bay, and on the Pucific
const inconceivable guantities of marketable
fish, But theso supplies are not confined to
the sea const; tho great Iakes of the intor
ior, and tho still groat, though lesser watera
of Ontario and the North.west territories,
abound with fish, which 1s 0 favourite food
with tho inhabitants. The fisheries of -the
Dominion produced, in 1870, £6,577,392;
in 1871, $9.510,116. In Gnancial position
Canada occupies a very proud and healthy
olevation. Her debt does not oxcee.t $120,
000,000, or, taking the population at 4,000,-
000, about £8 3s. 3d sterling per hend.
Few of the colonies can exhibit such n
balance-sheet, and none such resources.
More than half of this debtis represented
by public works, canals, harbours, light-
houses, river improvements, railways, &c.,
and over £40,000,000 by railway and pro-
vincisl securities. In four years—pamely,
from 1869 to 1873—tho trade of the Domi-
nion'leaped up from $128,000,000 to 8217,
304,516, an increase of nearly 894 millious,
‘The total velue of the exports from the
Dominion for the fiscal year ending June,
1813, was $90,610.573, and of tho imports
$126,586,523. The banking statistics of
Canada showa steady growtb, combined
with a strength of position lher Republi-
can neighbours might well envy, The panic
of 1873 4in theUnited States affected Cana-
da little. Her banks stood firm, and it will
be showa by tho statistics of 18§74 how su
perior ber people were to their neighbours
in cautioa and resource, The paid up cayi
tal in Cacadian baoks for the yoar 1872
3 amouonted to $55,102,939; circulation, 3:29.-
516,046,

From Juue, 1870, the bankmg capital
;ge;; from $29,801,000 to $55,102,000 in

In one year, 1872:3, the capital rosa from
$44.742,000 to 55,102,000, an increase of
22:08 per cent.

The joint circulation of Governmeont and
banks for 1872-3 was 33 to 40 million dol*
lars per month,

The circulation and deposits of Oatario
and Quetec for 1864 and 187+ were :—

1864. 1874. Increase.
Circulation $9,748,000 £33,188,000 340 p ct.
Deposits 24,575,000 76,020,000' 310p <t

othing perhaps more sigually illustrates

the different charaz. ‘stics of Canada and
the Republic than their muaicipal, provia-
cial, and Dominion affairs of tinsnce, In-
stoed of reckless and corrupt public expen-
diture, or wiid, imnorsal, and private specu
lation, even tho worst days of Canadian poli
tical financo have shown no such wholesalo
rottenness as seems to have entered into tho
very veins of Republican administration and |
society ; her privato monotary advensures|
have bren gencrally free from the mad in®
difference to consequences ‘which sometimes
nppears to posseas that mercurial people,
and from timo to timo involve so many of
them in disastrous ruin—=a ruin which their
temperament onables thom to face with
cquanimity.

Ido notwish to institute a comparison

with other colonies, butl ventuie 10 say
Yolore & company ot Manchester merchants I

pulse, no doubt, fro:n tlfe marvellous de.
voloprent of the now Confederation. But
it will not find congenial soil.  I'ho pen-
plo a8 arulo are cautious and stondy 5 their
modes ol business aro moro British than
Yankee. It ought to bo known' that money
can bo safely investel to pwy from 7to 10
per cent. of morigige of town or agrical
tural lands, with most ample margin, in Oa-
tino and Quebec; that judicio invese

mentd at superior vates of interest can cine
stantly bio i wde in the securities of railwiys
{managed and financod on the spotnnd not
by able hoards of ignoramuses in London)

instenmbonat companies, an! in inunicipal
and financial debentures of goold security.
Among tho mines ol Nova Scotia, Quebec,
and Lake ‘Superior, 1t must bo that beforg
long English capitalista will fall upon fore
tunes that will realiza Dr. Johnson’s aphor-
ism of tho * potentiality of wealth beyond

‘the dreams of avavice.”

This, then, in the baldest outline, isthe
Dominion of confederato colonied, upon the
political constisution and the natural and
commercial resources of which 1 was askel
to night to give & disquisition. It is clear
enough fron: the time it has taken to draft
tius mero outline, that o perform the task
in any adequate degeee was simply impos-
sible, No single camera can take in the
view ; no singlo canyvas would conuin the
picture. You must be contenl with but a
few sido glimpses of its national life,

Une of tho commonest crrors among tho
ignorant classes in Great Britain 1s to con-
found Canada with the United Seates.  That
error h1as been assiduously cultivated by the
agents of American railway and land con-
pantes, and has seriously injured the colony
with the cmigrating population. [t is al-
most as frequent an orror of better-cultiva-
t-d pecople to confound Canadians with
Yanlkecs, and to conctive that there is little
in the politics, the social lifv, tho tone and
manner of the Canadian people, distinctive
fromm those of the United States, Ifin
some unfortunate instances of Canadian
trayellers and Canadiao newspapers thero
may appear to be just grounds for this con-
fusion, it is nevertheless, ns-regards Canada,
a serious blunder. With many of the
characteristicts of a new community, de~
veloping its strength with a rapidity and
frecedom unobstructed by old rules, habits,
and customs, and privileges, the Canndian
Government and people are, nevertheless,
murkedly different from the Government
and people of tho United States. In the
one you have universal suffrage, in the
other property qualification ; in tho one in-
stitutions purely democratic, in tho other
amplo popular freedom without the libor
tinism of a Ropublic Government; in the
ons you have a socicty bent upon the re-
duction of every individusl to one lpvel, in
tho other a judiciouns, witliouta bigoted and
tyrannical, recogaition of the diversities of
human ability and position ; in the ono you

‘have a quaint commingliog of habits and

manners, half continental hnlf English, in
tho other you have more of the sedatencss
and perhaps moro of tho rough but solid
capacity ot tho British character; in the
oneo you have the relatinn of *tho executivo
to thocountry constantly involving poliv
cal ¢_Jiculty and danger, in the other order
is cstablished on & footing as secure as the
throno of Great Britrin. ‘The Jitference is
romarkable, Younolzeitas ssan as you
hinvo passed the line. It runs through ali

their adwinistration. ‘l'o begin with tho
latter, it would probably strike an Buglish
ofticial aghast (0 visit Ottawa and viow the
Ministry and oflicials in harness. [Ihoreis
red-tape in Cannads, as thero is £ suppose in
every official community, but they mnnage
to run very little of 1t off tho reel. The
oflice of the Premier is protected- from the
public by n small ante-room, where the
messengers intorcopt visitors of overy class
and station, who come on the smuallest oc
cagions for n personal interview. Ifitis a
mafter which can be settled Ly a few words
to nnother minister he will put on his. hat
accompany his visitor to thut Mioister's
rooni. Notes or memoranda sive many
despatches, and wnstead of posting acres of
correspondence about the public buildings
e Minister will make a call or send a mes-
sage.  But tlus accessibility and freedom,
according to my observation, is essentially
different from that of the United States. It
is not based on the ‘*I'm-as'good'as'you’
and “you're my servaut” principle, which
draws out of American society that best and
stiftest fibre of all society, the recoguition
of relalive rights, but it js the curtuess,
the facility of business men who alwaysin
their bluntest momunts strive to make it
underatood that they rest upon the ameai

lies of life. \When you get a Canadian im-
bued with the Yankee notions of gquality
you get what Artemus Ward would term
the *‘cussedest of cusses ; *"but thank God,
such creatures sre the exceplion in Cana~
dian experienco,

What [ have cilled #1boe freedom and
alasticity of politics ana legislation™ has
been ovinced & hupdred times in the oxpe-
rienco of the Canadian provinces. Could'l
to'night review tho liistory of constitutional
reforms, of cducational, ecclesiastical, or
socinl moxsures in the maritime provinces
aud in Qaebec with their Catholic popula-
tion, in Qntario with its mauny elements of
fiery politicnl disturbance, it would, with all
its untoward ineidents, be an sstonishing,
and to us who live in Eogland an aloiost
incredible, tale of routual forbearanoce for
for the gencral intereat. ’

‘I'ake an instance in which religious or
merely class passions arslittle, if at all, in*
volved—the reform of local Goveranment.
1u England this has beén a task Herculean,
at which man of power after man of power
has tried his strength and either wholly
failed or produced but puny remedies.
Boundaries of municipalitics,bounds of cons
stituencies, bounds of counties, parishes,
and unions, and then of tocal Government
districts, and boards of health, there they
lio, each of them dofended by a Garrison’;
and who dare try to readjust them? But
here before me is 8 masterly drawn Act of
515 soctions, passed inone session of the Oa*
tario Legislature, and iotiwled, **The Mu-
nicipal Institutions Act,” which collects,
codifies, and afnends the laws tegulating
the municipat Government in all its bran-
ches for that prosince. 1t is preceded, with
uniquo judgment, by a synopsis and anaty-
tical index in thirty twa closely printed
pages. In tho act is_set forth tha law
regilating the model municipal constitution
of Oatari~, with its pradcs of counties or
united courtiss, townships, cities, towas, and
villages. Reprasentativo councils in each
ciso managd the affuirs of their special
Jursisdiction. la the cdunties the councit
Veangists of thia rovees O depuly covoes of
Ithoso townships nand villages withio the

that for safo investment thero 1s no ficld | society and it modifies cvery relation of |county which have not withdrawn from

now open to British Capital superior 10}
Canada. There bave been, itis true, somo)
slight indications of speculative epidemisin l
railways and in town lands—a natunl ime

lite.

county jurisdiction, as they miay by certain

Another remarloble foxture of these new | formatities, Cities havo mayors and alder-
communities 18 the freedom and  elusticity | men, towns mayors and councillors, witha

¥

of their polities, their legisialion, and evea {reoyo and doputy reevo in certain cases,



