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Tunr current nunber is tho EighthVolumas
of theVaoresteeriievizw, Tho period covered
has been remark:tbio i developing the sol-
dierly instincts and aptitudes of the paople
of Canada,the great social prosperity which
has blessed tho Innd, vl the politieal pro.
gress which has create:l in tho Dominion of
Canada a new power on’ this continent, s
tablished on the principles of British Consti-
tutionalism, thercby adding to the resources
of the Empire and strengtheming tho ties
that binds British North America to the
Mother Country. But great ashas been tho
nativnal  progress achieved, socinlly and
politically, as an institution which has intar:
wovon itself with the habits of tho peaple,
the Mititary Organization of Canada has ob.
tained, snd is destined to hold, a marked
pre-eminenco,combioing tho principie of vol.
untary service with tho duty due the State
—tho militia of Cannda presents the most
cormpleto and perfect organization that cwn
be adapted to tho needs of a few people,

It is true that during the past yoars there
has been an abatement of the enthusiasm
which distinguished tho early days of the

Orgaaization, but this is partly duoto tho
conviction that no immediato need requires |
the servioes of the force' nnd partly.to the
curtailment of the expenditura necessary to
cquip tho camps of instruction’-io those
causcs alone avo to bo traced an 1ppm,'ent
apathy whick tho first note of danger would
awaken into terriblo anl earnest achvxty.

The most noticoablo ovents connebtett
with tho force durigg the present yecararo
—tho death of the Hon. Sir G. E. Carnirn,
Bart., the First Minister of Miiitia and
Defenco for the Dominion, author of the
Militia Law, and one of tho greatést

Statesmen this ‘oountry has ever seen;

tho resiguation of the Adjutsut Gepe-
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i ral, Coloncl 1. Ronnursos-hoy, and the
!nbro;_.'ltiou of the cuaps ol exercise. The
| vonr on the whole lias been rathor discours
Fagmg,but the events connectord with n great
organization aro not to be measured by tha
occurrences of any particular poriod, but by
tho general results sxtending over a sorws
years, and tho Voluntoor Organizition z;
marked by steady und substantial progross,
1t has moro able and bettor trained otficers
thun at any previous poriod of its history}
and a knowledgo of radimentvy tactics iny
cluding fumiliarity with the use of tho sol
dier's woeapon--thy ritfle—has been dissomie
nated smongst a groater number of tho peo!
plo—and thero is overy prospect that the
current yoar will bo marked by greater
anctivity and progress.

Throughout tho whale periol thio Voros
TRER Review has ondoavoured to keop be:
fore the forco tho mwost useful, practical,
and scientific military knowladge, 10 estab-
lish a proper esprit de carps, to suppast duo
subordation, und to afford the oflicers and
men of tho force the opportunity of placing
befare the public theiropinions and idexs as
to the working of the militia law. This duty
to the country has heen discharged without
any other objuct hinyond the advantige the
forco should demve theefrom, sud uudesr wo
ordinary disconrigunent we hivo to thank
our readers for the patronige acconded, and
to assurojthom that no exertion shall be
spared in tha future to make the Vou USNTEBR
Review worthy the Military Organization of
the Dominion of Canada.

Tue Jast number of the Seventh Volumo
of tho \on.\’ﬂ i Revane contained the
gazatte of Licutenant Colonel W, I1.
Jacxsox, as Deputy Adjutant  Genoral
of Militury District No. 4, a tardy act of jus
tice toan nccomplished sol lier and thorough
geatloman ; as wall as an earnest that the
‘higher staff employments of the Canadian
Army will be conferred on genticinen who,
like Colonel Jacksox, have qualified them
sélvee by passing tirrough every grade in
the servico with honour for tho position.

It is sound policy to advance those ofli-
cers who have served with credit from the
first inception of the volunteer forco to the
highest commands which time or casualties
may open 0 their ambition. as it will give
them a defintte object 10 aim &t and strive
for rs well as incito a degree of cmulation
and desire to quahfy for the commands to
which they may aspire,  Without asserting
the right of Canaglian ofticers to tho exclu-
sion of tho scigutific talent of tho regulsr
service, wo have no hesitation in asserting
that tho time has arrived for throwing open
to them the entire commands iu their own
wilitary force, cspecially as its existenos
and maintenaue> depends in & great mes,
sure on tho individual influence and efforis
of tho officers.

Our military orgenizaion is peculiar, par-~
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¢ nndntmn of tle poople,and lmvmg the cwvil
the pradaminent ef-mont, it is quite aafo (o
predict that it is the only organization fitte.l
to the condition ofnt,ue dountry. Such » <ys-
tem drmwnds lpgnl aid mJ knowlodge lorits
dovelopment, ‘anid' the problam  connectasd
with it should be worked out Ly those
trained under it provisions, the highor scion*
tiflc knowledge necassary for a complota sy
tem of military orgunizition must b a
growth of time ; ita substitute for the pro
sert should o oxperi‘nce, and to thos
officors of the forco who havo by long nul
faithful service in its supurior commanls
acquired thau experionco its preaent davel
opment should be confided. For some time
tho Adjutant General's oflica has boen va-
cant,tho duties thereof have been discharged
by the Deputy Adjutant General at Head
Quarters, and thaForce has not deteroriated
in his hauds; if any officer in the Canadian
Army has acqutred experionce by long.ser
vice nssuredly Lisutenant Colonel Wargsn
Powsrt is that-officor, for over slovon yoars
he hs filled bis present appointment,
-during tive of which he has been virtually
Adjutaut (General of the army, and we are
of opinion that; a confirmation of rank-inhis
cis0 would bu aliko populac with the Volun-
teer Furcoe, sl amangstths peoplo of Gans-
da as i well-morited auid-earned  dislluction
to, an offizer aa l-gantivmin who'deserves
woll of the country. .
e e e
Tue defenco of » country must depetid on
its navy, army, and fortifisstions, and if the
*twp latter combined can bo mado® equal to
avy naval force which could be brought
against them, tho problem of defence wounld
be ‘olved as far as tho defenders were cone
cerned.  Hitherto in most countries no
doefinite attempt has been made to successs
fuilly delend their frontier or coastlines from
risk ol invasion, and’ a8 a consequence the
belligerents on both sides have bsen mors or
less liablo to surprisé and iasuit, bscauso
tho Art of ur as practised in modern war-
faro was inapplicablo tocoast defence.

As longas all militsry operations depend.-
ol on a rogular or standing army ; and a
coast line offerod an extont of somo thous-
ands of miles to an invader's choice, it twas
evidont the cost of constant preparation was
-altogethertoo great for any nation, when in
addition to this- iv'’wai a question of
time messarcd hy'*woekx - or * months
that would onatle..an army to con
caplrate for- invasion-. or -defonco, the
problem was furthor complicited, but as
railivays and application of stoam power to
vessels of war and transpart has onabled o
rapid concentyation to bo ecffected, it
has become & grave- question of na.
tional palicy for - the ‘jeonsideration of
all ocountries having a maratimie fron-
tier as to how it is to bo defended incase of
war. Bagisid, withl the most pawerful navy
in theworld, s Botifres fromantisty and

taking largely of cdaptatisn to th: sooigd

danger on this sutijsct, ss it is poseible the
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