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PresuyreniaNisy : Its Relation to the Negro. By Rev, Matthow
Aunderson, A. M. J. McGill.Whili, Pbila.

The Rev, Matthew Aaderson is not a writer. Tho book he has
produced, while intereating, bears the atyle of the platform rather
thau of the desk. The relation of the title and the subjeot.matter
of the book s by no means a close one, and while {t is ooly in the
seoond past of the book that Mr. Auderson purports to write bis
autobiography, the whole book is sibgularly autobiographical. It
s evidently the work of one who {s very much in earnest, and who
bas sncceeded in accomplishing what the majority of men could not
do, Ha tells us how he did it, and that is, if not what he sat out
1o write, almost what he has written. Iocidentally Mr. Anderson
assares us of his proiound couviction that tho resbyterian polity
is the best for the elevation of the Negro, and, therefore, upon the
Presbyterian Church rests the responmbility for the elevation of
that race. As an antobiograpby, the book is a success, not in what
is written, bat in 1ts unconscious self revelation.

Stcckss Aaarxst Opps. By W, O. §toddard.
York: D. Appleton & Co.

This is the season in which the demand for interesting and
instructive books for the young folks is very general. Farticalarly
are the new books of popular antbors Jooked for and the subtitle of
Mr. W. O. Stoddard’s new book, Success agamnst Odds, is ** How an
American Boy made his Way.” Iun this spirited and interesting
atory the author tells the adventures of a plucky boy who fought
his own battles and made his own way upward from poverty in a
Long Island seashore town. Itisa talo of plack and self-relisuce
opitally told. The sesahore life is vividly desctibed, and there
are plenty of excitiog incideste. Mr. B. West Clinedinst has
farnistied some excellent illustratione.

Price, §1.50. New

Tur Worrp'’s Rovcit Haxp: Toil and Adventurs at the A ti-
podes. By H, Phelps Whitmarsh. 12mo, 233 pages. Price,
$1.25. New York : The Ceatury Co.

From tims to time various stories and sketches cf the sea have
sppeared in the magszinea over the name of H. Phelps Whitmanh.
They gave indisputablo evldence that the anthor had followed the
ses and borne its buffets. The point of view was the forecastle
and Jack was portrayed in friendly comradeship. The reader of
the present volume, Mr. \Whitmarsl's first cxtesded work, wil)
understand . . the author was enabled to paint his Sctitious
sceqes with so true & hand. He has here given a simple and ua-
varaished account of a portion of his eveuntful and rematkable
career. Itreads liko & romance, and yet it everywhero bears tho
marks of truth. M. Whitmarah is the son of an English clerpy.
man, bat thero was implanted in his naturo the spirit of adven:ure
200 atrong to bo resisted. The sea called him, and he becamo a
fore-mast beud. Bot he tired of the life at Isst, and dreamed of
fortunes 10 be won in Australis. So he shipped on a vessel bound
tor the South Seas, and left his shipmates at Port Adelside. Then
he became in rapid succession a ** sun.dowaer,” or tramp, a silver
minoer, & sheep-herder, a laborer, a beach-comber, a barber, a clerk”
acd a pearl-diser. His book is an abaolutely feank t of ul;
of these varied experiences. Mr. Whitmarah is a keen observer,
and ho Is graphic and dramatic in his descriptions. One of the
moat notable features of the strange atory Is the author’s iavatiable
good-patare and cheerfulaess, despite every hardsbip and revero
of fortuae. Many men bavelived sach a life as is here detailed,
but heretolore thers has bees lackiog one with the ability and the
frankneas to act forth the record. Wo bare knows the pleasares
acd pamne of the wadderiog life throagh the novelist or the closet
historian. Mr. Whitmarsh has done for the modern adventurer
what Daua did for the merchant sailor of a.former geaeration: he
has dateribed him frat-class.

AsTroxony : Tne Sva and His Fanily. By Jolia Macasic Wright,
Illasirated. C.oth.  Price, 50 cents. Philadelpbia. Penn.
Pallisbiog Co. i

A popular treatise on astronomy, designed for general roadiog
and for use as’a text-book or supplementary reading book in achools.

The author bas made the aulject of astrosomy as charmingasa

falry tale, as brilliant as the Arablan Nighbts, and any one who

roads this book will bave a clear and comprehensive visw of the
chicf facts concerniog our solar syatem. Wo have first the Son's
family, which iv very charming. The oldeat, althongh the lat dis-
covered, is Neptuoe, thirty times {arther away fcom the aum than
out carth and a hundied timoslarger. Thediscovery of this planet,
ia 1846, is a story of wonderfal interazt, The next member of the
family is Uranus, found in 1581 by William Herschel, a discvrery
whick made him famous as an ayptropomer. Saturd, the Ring:
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Wearer, Jupiter, Mars, with numerous small children (called
asteroids) which come in between these two, our Earth, Vonue, and
Mercury, the youngest, tho little child planet—ocomplete the solar
family. Little Mercury is neareat the sun, and appears sometimea
as & morniog and sometimes as an evealug star. We thiok ovr
youog readers will feel a deeper interest in watohing for this little
plauct, always sot 30 close to ita father’s alde, after reading thls
story of him. 1ndeed the whole heavens will havo a new intereat
for them, as well as for the older readers, who may enjoy this book.
Mrs. Wiight, in clothiug her subject with remance, baa not left out
the theories and discoveries of the acientiste, She relater them
charmiogly, introduces tho noted astronomers of all ages, and tells
of the inveations of tolescopes, otc

Tng Barrre oy Tiik StRoNG.
Gilbert Parker.
Limited, Toronto,

In ohoosing the scene of this romance, ¥r. Parker has lighted

upon a country whose unique position makes it psrticulatly suit.
able for his purpose. tudeed the people of Jerasy are one of the
strongest anomalies in bistory ; for, liviog as thoy do, almost in
sight of Frauce, speaking the French langasge, and possessing all
the patural characteristics of Frenchmen, thLay have yet, ever
sinoe the reign of their kinsman tbe Conqueror, preserved an un.
broken allegiance to the British throne. There are two features in
this story which ate peculiarly characteristic of its author, namely,
the strength and depth of the charaoter delineation, and its fidelity
to life and human nature as it really is, in apite of all tradition as
to how a story should be made to surn out, to please 1ts readora,
It is impouible t) detail hero tho masterfal intricacies of the plot.
It is equally impossible to giva even a akelch of the iotepsely
intereating sharacters o tha tale, It is ooly from the hook itaelf
that one can form any adequate idea of its value, and can be
brought to uaderstand something of the mystery of sufering, and
to realize that strength of character can only be developed throogh
adveraity.

A Romanco of Two Kingdoms. By
Price, cloth, $1.25. Tho Copp, Clatk Co.,

Tue History or THE ProrLe or Ismaer. (Cornill). Open Court
Pablishiog Co.

Tho writer teils us “I must incar the appearance of putting
forth in o following work only undemonstrated proposition and
of deviatiog without evident reavon from the current views derived
{rom Bible bistory.” He leaves us to depend on bis *“acientific
coasclence.” Dat when ono 21ks us to bel!ve somethiog radically
different from what has been held by the Church Universal he
ought 10 give s me valid reason, eapecially when bis viewsseem
opposed both to facts and resson as the writer's eecmto us to be in
more thau ono iostance. When the Hypotheses of the Higher
Critics are fully accepted by the Chucch it will be time ezcugh to
write a text book such as thie. Wo have nothiog to say against the
{orm of the book, but we are not prepared to accept its contents.

I Toxe witao Toe Ismsiik, By R. Waldo Trige. T. G.
Crowell & Co.

This book aflords the critical reador much to praise and much to
condemn. There are in it maoy fino passages and auggestive
thoughts, but it is vitiated by a false theolozy and ap amertive
dogmatism on some points where one naturally desires carefnl
prool. Itis not a safo book for the uncritical reader. Its afBoities
incline towards the Swedenborgian, the Christian Scientist and the
Buddhist rather than the Christisn. The style is geserally good.
Qae is surprised to fiad sach a alip as **and as he Zays thero
quictly,” etc., 128, Ia Scripture reference one s herdly prepared
for ** \When Moses (7) was oo the mouataio it way after variouns
phyaical commotions that he heard ** theatill amall voice,” etc,, 106.

Canistias Barzrsyt. By Walter Scott.  Price, 10cents.  Hendeér-
son & Co., 8 snd 10 Lombard atrect, Toronto.

An interesting contribution to the discumion of Christian
baptism will be fouad in a tract by Walter Scott, published by the
Walter Scott Padlishing Co.. Londor, in which the qucation of
Hoguchold Baptism s considered. The dogmatic position of the
writer is of course well koown, but this lends an additiosal inter-
est to his contestion that the position of thore who conteand for
“heliaver’s baptam * is narvow and untevable, and that ‘¢ bhouse.
hold baptism ** in wkich tbe children are received by baptism on
the {aith of the parca‘s, even on the fsith of oge of the parents, is
Scriptural and in accordance with apostolic practice. O! course

he contends for baptism by immersion, thoogh {rankly admitting
tbat the mode is not eesential.

The Expository Times for November in addition to the reviews
of reoent theological literators, Eoglish and German, contaiss
atticles by Profl. Ramsay on the Greek of the early church and
the Pagan Ritual, by Dr. Wells, of Glasgow, oo Bible Hoepltaliry,
a0d a large number of abort critical articles {rom eminsnt acholas,
~T, T. Clark, Ediakzgh,



