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ht was ;- lovely home to %wlaicli Kcetclîson brouglit
lus youthlul bradu, but the deep regard tlîat can alone
make sucla moments clotlaed ail its appointments in a
mande of beauty and gave to eachi a cliarm tlat mere
art anîd costliness can neyer bestow. The whole wvas
the product of unskilled bands, but to tlîe beartlit eyes of
lier whosc spirit was to broocl over it during the swiftly
passing yenrs it seemed a retreat abounding in attrac-
tiveness. 1lier words wvere quite sincere wlien, liaIt to
lierseif, slue wvas lîeard to say during that flrst evening,

\Vliat a hîappy, cosy spot."
It was one of those dwellings common enougli

tlîrouglî.out thîe country fifny years ago, tlîe watts made
of lbewed logs dovetailcd at the corners and the roof
covered with lîand.made shîngles mianufactured it, the
nearcst cedar swamp. The wliole, lîowever, represent-
cd very considerable labour, every piece ot timber having
been selected, prepaîzd and placed in its position with
mucb care. It took Kcnnethsoin, with occasional lielp
fromi lus neiglîbours, the greater part of the winter to
prepare thie mnat.-ral and several days -.vere required to
finish the watts. F-rom tlîis it followed that every log
and every corner liad its own associated incidents,

the records of the watts above hian. Nor would lie be
allowe'l to give an abridgecl version as %veariness some-
times prompted himn to do. The attempt wvouId bc sure
to bring a reminder from some alcrt miemory, Il'Yes,
but fatlier, you did notiteli us hoiv you carried Duncan
Douglas to bis slîanty and the number of places at whlîi
you rcsted because of your load," or Il ou did not tell
us lbo% you left your cradliaîg to ask tîiè neiglibours to
the bec for reaping James Campbell's harvest," or "lyou
did flot tell us liow ilhe elm trre for the plate in falling
tlîrew, back a huge linib that struck off your cap and
lîow the memory ot your escape wvould make you sick
at lieart for wveeks after." Little wonder if Kennethson
would somectinles turn upon lus questioners withi assumed
impatience an(l say, I 1 wish that wve wvere living in a
lîouse without a history built of plain recordless brick
and mortar."

Thîe building liad only three windows, one in the
wvest gable and two in the south side. TheFe admitted
only the dim liallowed liglit that poets speak of and that
wvorshippers of a certain quality demand in their terwples.
In one of the windows downstairs a carefully selected
shîngle occupied the place intended for a pane of glass.
White making bis purcliases Kennetlison found that he
had only sufficient money to secure twenty-nine panes
instead of thirty, the result wvas tlîat biating credit as
much as an Indian of that tay liatcd work a shingle
wvas temporarily fltted into the thirthieth space wbere it
remained, bowevcr, for five and twenty years, but not
wvitbout its penalty for every dawning intelligence

-that period must hiear unnumbered times fromn varent

humorous and serious, so that in a social condition so far lips the history of the stranger pane at least until the
removed from thez artificial that the felling of a tree, or eider born were able to tell the tale unto the younger,
the breaking in of an ox, or the killing of a stag, and perhaps flot without its reward for it 'was an ever
provided material for prolongcd hearty conversation. preserit injunction backed by a father's autbority,
The four watts becamie to the rasiaig geaieration a hi- )ry demanding that the expenditure be not allowed tu break
as interesting as any that lias since been written fu. the beyond the lines of income.
instruction and entertainmient of youth. -1In liauling The only door opetIcd into a porchi that facing
from the bush tlaat heavy maple, third froni the bottom, towards the east afforded protection from the raiv south
the lîungry oxen daslied against a frozen root breaking winds of winter and the biting %vcst winds. The lintel
the yoke and thus securing for theinselves a speedy stood only six feet above the floor, this mnade it neces-
thougli fot very graceful retreat to the friendly strawv- sary for ail above the mediuni stature to reduce their
stacl<» - Whilc liewîng thiat cedar, second from the perpendicular proportions in passing through, and, as
top, Duncan Douglab strur-k bais jglanJ-ng ax~e into bis miany of those wlio were wont to pay their respects at
fout so that ttue rest of the lingering winter wvas spent tlîat fireside wvere not accustomed to bow themselvcs in
wathin dloors. \Vhalu fîtang the front «plate' into the presence of anything seen, the requirements of the
its place Jameb Campbell losîng bis balance was thrown occasion often resulted in humorous situations. Ken.
to the giotind breaking lais left leg and makang bîmi aethson, himself, wvas only of mnedium hieight and so was
dependent upoII lits nteagtibours for tiC gatlîcring in of able to nie bis entrancc and exit without changing bis
the year*s liar% est." usual beariog, this nmade it ail the more amusing for bis

Many a tanie did Kenncthbon re.rcad these stories to little flock to see the various expedients to which others
lus urgent and c.utious c.làaldr<.n libtening with open-eyed resorted in thiri painful efforts to reduce their attitude.
admiration. For lie told a goud btory t~nd under differ- Days when somne unusual work required a large increase
cnt tirc.umbtan-es mighit have 1pruvcd a valuabUe contri- of lielp were special!y fruitful of mirth derivcd fram this
butor tu the liglat lateratute columns uf the press. At s.urce. Onsuchcccasionsastliedinncrlourapproached
the southeast corner of the hiouse, the lowest piec~e of you mighit see a youtlîful group gatliering at some point
timber wliicî 'vas partly cmb.-ddcd in the eartlî was of vantage [rom whichi unobserved themnselves they
allowed tu project some eighiteen inches. Scated on could sec the stalwart throng Iiastily entering for the
this projection Kennethson mighit often be fund of a id day mneal. Any unseemly display of merry-making
summer's evening resting froni the toit of lie day. On was restrained by the fear of rarcatal dispîcasure but a
sucla occasions, littlng mioments for rnusiog on the past miental invcntory wvould be rn de of ail] the ducking, and
lie miglit be lîcard decipliering for the hundredth time dipping, and nodding, and bowing, and bending of the
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