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but questions of merals, and of Christian life, and
practice, ou'glit to live.

Purity of communion was once considered a
vital question -%vith the Congregational churches.
The influence of our churches in defending this
doctrine extended to other communions, which. re-
sulted in the lime betweein thein and the wvorld
being delinied more closely ; se that it began te
appear invidious for Congregationaiists to dlaimi
as a pecuiarity, what others professed te hold in
common îvith oui-selves. Ail the churches now
have gradually become less careful to distinguishi
between themselves and the world; mnaiy doc-
trines are niodified te make theni more palatable,
and practices once considered exclusively Nvorldly,
are now broughit into the chiurcli, and souglit te be
entertained by Christian men and women, and
naturalized. This is broad churchismu, se called,
because it seeks te niake the way te heaven
broader than Christ did, wvho distinctly taughit
that it -%vas a Ilnarrow path." Those wheo keep up
a deflned line between the werld and the chu rch
are now terined narrow. The gate our Lord des-
cribed as leading te life, wvas Btrait, te correspond
with the narro'v path. This gate bas been a goed
deal widened te bring in a good many cf the broad
ladies and gentlemen, who do nlot %vish te break-
with the fashienable world. MUany of thei 'viii
put doNwn handsernely in support cf the church ;
but they dlaim the right te ail the amusements of
the world, such as dancing, card piaying, theatre
geing, and otiier practices claimed by the world as
their eovn. Ail knowv these things belong te the
wvorld; and the wvorld can practice, thein without
any compromise, and without incurring the ieast
suspicion of being pieus.

The wverld has ne objection »te meeting the
churcli at a dance, theatre or pedre party, which
latter seine cail gambling-schoe]s for the young',
ý%vhere they learn te handle and love carde; and
pass on frein euchre, te pedro, and poker. - The
wv.orld says te the church I am one with
you here, any way. You meet me here on my
own ground." Se church members ef the broad
sert, are loved by the wverld, and chosen as coin-
panions. Our Lord said, IlIf ye were cf the wvorld,
"the wvorld wvould love lus own : but because ye
"are net of the «%vorld, but I have chosen yen eut
"cf the wvorld, therefore the world hateth you."

"lOh! " says the Church, "lthat is altogether tee
narrow, wve have outgrown ail sudi doctrines, no
fasionabie family, wvho aspires te be thought ariy-
thing of, would subinit te suchi bendage. 1-ow
are yeung persons te flnd amusements?" If the
ininister cf a country churcli renionstrates, hie is
told Nvhiat the city chiurches do. Dr. A.-'s churchi
ini New York, Dr. B-'s churchi ia Chicage, and
one cf the best deacens in Detroit, and religieus
people in Montreal and Teronte, give card parties
at their lieuses, and they say, IlWe are beund te
niake it respectable."

Notwvithstanding the world and the spiritually
minded do net assimiulate, and the respect fer
these practices is centined te the world, and those
wvhe join wvith the 'vorld. «Ministers are often
grieved with these things, but men cf means will
net be dictated te, and large salaries cannot be
made up if the -'vealthy are effended ; besides, if
wve drive thein fri our cliurch, seme ether churcli
wvill take thein in, for seme in nearly a)l the re-
ligieus cenîmunities do these, things. Such are
the methods by wvhich wvorldliness in the Churcli
is teierated to-day. They keep ene another up, by
pleading, net wvhat is righit and scriptural ; but
wvhat ethers de; measuring tiheiselves ain-
theiselves. Bac-h shielding imiiself behind soin
other.

We have only one perfect standard, that is
Christ. One departure muet net be peinted at te
justify another, ner must we be content te 'vear
a blemish, because somne good mian has wern it.
We have lieard of a nîinister 'vho went clear ever
te the wverld, and was continually justifying li-
self by pieading the weakness, foibles, and bleti-
ishes cf good or great men. HIe inclined te sports
such as shooting, boating, driving a fast herse,
skating, curlinig, dancing, card-pu' ing, smoking,

tippling, geing te the theatre, and doing 'verse.
Hie ceuld plead somebody for every wvorJdly
amusement. H. W. Beecher for this. Newman
Hail for thiat, Professer Swingy for something, else.
"9Righteous Lot " -ot drunk and did 'verse. Se lie
stood befere the public, covered wvith the moral

*blemishies of professedly good men in this, and
other generations, as the champion cf 'vorldliness
in the Ohurch.
*We need ne sucli champion. The current is toe
strcng in that direction. Hear the voice cf Christ,


