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'il i, tue v wilig thius equîppe<t for the wvork, ail tIis and his fat her&s love---and goes off';
Rie wvill sta-t IL lîIlze of Sp)irituakl elnthusîasnîi wvalders bîther and thither, always going iower

anîîongc theîîî, thlat will Cft1Ty thlii bY thlis- -owr uîîtii lie lands ainong the swine, in the
Mnds ilîto the( (Àg~n of eaveïî, kinl CMiirv field of rniseryj (legradatioli and hunger. And

tlieiii ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L 'yiiiyiUllel oti ~' 1 'g" o a, "Wbat a pr-odigtl--- waster, a foolisbi,
tions (>1 li&*itIýeriini Fi'~nl there are.ousy

so nan Dutw' getiîg riniv r~1îv »I7~foolish son
so in lDotr by ffng a way tley kn<>w, 13> sol ut the "Wise Son " is, .1 think, a stili more
despair. of tis great~ îwed of the iiSSioflary approprlate naine, and it is taken from quite.
wvork I)eing() ever tilleil in our dayv, if 1 did not another standpoint. The Eastern Christians seern
see the M1ediciii ( leeilling, Gp(od lias first to go to the field of misery and find the

bis 1111(1 l ityounger son helpless, hopeless, starving, dirty and

~bttria!~wtt1c ~ 1friendless. At the entrance of that field might
-- -- - - ___ e written, "IAil hope abandon, ye who enter

THE PODIUL SO IN NEWSBTTN(X ere." No possibility of escape. The man seemed
doomned. They said, "This mnan is far away

'lie Rev. Glhosni Branch flowi, a native of: f roi borne. Had he his liberty coüild he find his
MNýounit Lebanon, educated at Einhiurgý,h, preachied \vay back, or wvould his father receive him ?" But
hLtely at Newvînarket and we of the TINDEPHNDENT ithe tirst thing they admire is the man>s soliioquiz-
wcrie among10 bis bearers. Hle Ilread," that is to ing, IlHowv inany hired servants of my father's
say lie repeated, the parabie of the Prodigai Son have bread enough and to spare, but 1 perish with
- -for lie is entirvly blind-with great correctniess; hunger." "Ah," they say, Ilyou should have
miaking one littie change which wvas not a biernish, thought of that b&fore." But hie cornes further to
"And put ring'ý- on bis ingrers and shops on biis! himself, I will arise and go to my father."

feet," and thien begran: "Excellent' Wise ! Prudent! But can it be
If 1 should rcj>eat to you this p)assage, without done?"

namning the verse, nor the chapter, nior the book, Their next point of viewv was> that i spite of
you would ail say, Oh, that is the parable of the ail obstacles in the wvay, he did arise and go Wo his
Prodigal Son," even thougli a considerable number
rniglt not be able to tel] exactly the place where
it might he fouiîd. And somne may Le surprised
t-o hear mie say that the "&iProdigal Son " is niot
found iii the scuiptures. You miay find the phirase
at the top of the page or in the hieading of the
chapter, but xîot iii the 'vritings of St. Luke.
Twvo or three centuries after St. Luk-e wvas dead,
Western Ch ristians legan to narne it the 1 Pro-
digai Son "; and thiat is the name by which the
parable is lknowniiin Westernl Europe.

But Eastern Christians have anothe- naine for
it, they cal] it the "X Wise Soii." When nmy dear
oid grandmotber %vas praying on lier death-bed,
she pleaded for mie one she %vas nmaking initerces-
sions for, IlMake imi like the Wrise Son." Now,)
you bngi a is thiink there wvas liere sucli a
divergence, a contradiction, that it could never be
reconciled. But. let us see Yo? look at the
father's beautiful biouse, the abode of love, and
peace, and cornfort and plenty ; and thenl you
followv the foolish, disohedient youth who leaves

father, and escaped from the field of misery and
despair. And his father received him, forgave
im, restored hiin. So they concluded that the

mnan who showed such wisdom, such prudence in
such a crisis or his affairs, was wvise and did the
only wise thing possible, and they named the story
"The Parable of the WISE SÔN."

And though IlProdigal Son " is a good name,
"Wise S'-n" is a hetteî'. We are ail prodigal sons

and daughters ; all And if this muan is to be
taken as a type of the sinner, since ail have
wandered away and wasted God's gifts, the name
is too general. Just as if every man in the wvorId
,%vas namiec John; the jaune wvouId distinguish no
onîe rn froni another. But if you speak of huun
as the Il vise son," though there inay be nany,
indeed, in niiisery and feeding the swine, yet ail
did not "'coule to theinselves," ail did not return;
only they whio are Il ise-prudent."' Lt is true
that al] are prodigals; it is not true that ail are
"Cise 'Prudent."

But to me it seeins there is a better iame tiian


