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tories and industries almost innumerable,a disturbance of every
initerest,a shockto every business,a loss to alnostovery individ.
ual, a shrinkage inalmost every investnent, a closing year with
two million idle watgc.earners, and a record of 15,000 business
failures, constituted the result of tariff tinkering mn the Unitel
States. We came througli unscathed except by an under-
current of depression. But would Canada cone out of a
similar tariff experimient without injury ? Times must soon
improve in the States, and with that, improvement mnust comle
a steady gain in Canada. But just at tihis moment a fiscal
revolution is threatened-it may bc small or it nay be greatt
-and fron it will resuit inevitable doubt, difliculty, and
disaster. It therefore behooves every manufacturer to unite
in a comnion cause, the cause of Canada and its industries;
to merge personal feelings, if there arc any, or individual
discontents where they nay exist, in a strong support of the
party whici, best represents Canadian interests. The3 should
imîpress the Government-whetherit boa Bowell or a Tupper
administration-with the belief that they arc, first of all,
strongly and unitedly in support of the National Policy as the
main plank in the party platform, and as the only one in vhich
they are vitally interested; secondlv, that it should be a
National Policy Governnent and not one running after side
issues and will-'o-tho-wisps; thirdly, that they are able, as a
body. of energetie, patriotic and responsible Canadians, to Io
ood and practical service for the Ministry which in this crisis

does its duty to the interests which are common to the manu-
facturers of Canada and the country at large.

WAR AND POLTTICS.
Nothing so unsettles business and disturbs the finarcial

interests of a country as war talk or a general election. We
are unfortunate just now in combining the two. Gcood often
cones out of cvil, however. and so far as the thrcatening
attitude of the United States may consolidate Canadian senti-
ment, broaden and strengtcn Canadian patriotismii, make
necessary a wise and cautious increase in Canadian militia
efliciency, and promote the feeling of national interest in tie
concerns of our great empire, it will have donc a signal service
to the Dominion.

The moral of the present situation is plain to those who are
able to analyze it, and is not hard for even the nost busy man
to get a glimnpse of. The message of President Cleveland las
indicated, in its results, that the majority-tie goveriing,
voting, majority-of the Anerican people is hostile to Eng.
land, Canada and tie British Empire. It is an unipleasant
thing to feel; it is a still more unpleasant statenent to inake.
But the vast mass of the Anerican press as proclaimed itsclf
ready to fight, with us over an issue which sceis to be miainîly
the product of party emergencies, and the wi!dly prejudced,
and ignorant resulit of a desire to find somewhere a ground or
loop.hole for attacking Great Britain. The first scare is over,
but thue situation remains unchanged ; little or none of the
Ancrican war talk has been withdrawn ; none of tie spirit
of antagonism which lies' at the base of that talk has been
soothed or placated.

It will take an imnense amount of provocation to imgake
Great Britain fight tge United States, and the contingency is
one which wc al dread to discuss--not from cowardice or unwil-
lingness to meet the issue if it bc forced upon us, but fron
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general iotives of humianity aid brotherhood. What gooîd,
however, will thge prevalence of tis Christian spirit through.
out thge empire avail, if thge political, press, and even the pulpit,
education of the Amierican people should continue to build
upon tlat already given in tnc secools, and give a distorted,
nistaken and hostile view of everything British or Canladian ?
Tie result, would be ineviutble, wlicther it conme.s upon the
later phases of tie Veniezuelan question or ulpon .1some other
strange developmnent, of the American educated idea that
every action or institution of England is inimiîcal to their
peculiar natioual interests.

War is not, however, probable at present, either in Europe
or Anririca, tlough the talk of it everywhere continue,;s to
have a bacd erTect, upOn international relations anid trade.
Engliand's fortuniate display of naval str-ength vill iave its
effect upon European powers as well as upon tie Unlited
States, and tihe Anerican press correspondents' wild state-
mients about a supposed Ujussian, French and Germuan coi-
bination against England is as îimpossible in war as it is
probable in peace. No doubt that, secret, commîbinîation, aided
by the public expressions of American hostilitv, prevented
Lord Salisbury fromt lelping tie miserable Armenian, but it
is oie thing to combine for diploinatic :.-poses and anîothier
for French and Gernan and Russian soldiers to stand side
by side on the fiel:1 of battle.

None of the three powers would tw willing to aid in
strengtheniiig the otiher ; and eaci would suffer from Eng-
Iand's enormious naval and moniev resources. Thte Tudian
armiies with but little assistance cotuld hold tlhe frontiers of
Hiundostan; British fleets would take possesion of Frace's great
territories in Asia witlh but little trouble ; Gei many's Afri.
can possessions would fall an easy prey ; while British sub.
sidies would procure tie sîupport'of the powerful Ttalian fleet,
and of innumerable improvised cruisers in everv ocean and
sea of the world. It would bc a trenendous struggle, but
even the ahmnost impossible union of the three great, powers
naned would be worsted in tine and leave England as shse
wa in 1815, mistress of the world. This is by ne means a
fancy picture of tie result, tlhough it is one wiiclh circumt-
stances vill hardly fill in with the lurid colors of so great a
war.

But the preparations now going on will make tihe Mother
Counitry ready for whatever cones, and Lord Salisbury, with
his experience of the Beaeoinsfield policy of vigorous deter-
mination, which in IS7S saved the situation, and at the Con-
gress of Berlin brouglht, peace and honor out of ahlnost certain
war, knows tiat readinsess in such emergencies prevents war
nine timnes out, of ten. They will also serve as a w.arning to
the United States. If it takes thirty pages of Lord Brassey's
Naval Annual te record Ohe warships of the British navy, and
but two to litt those of thge United States; if it is a fact that the
ships now under construction in British docks are as numer-
ous as the whole Anerican navy ; if it is truc that, Anerican
coast cities would be defenicelcss, American connerce lucpless,
and the blockadc of ail Amterican ports certain--theni we
must conclude that var will not be justyet.

There is, howevcr, ene lesson for Canada to learn froin the
situation, and that is the inpossibility of entering upon any
relations with tlhn. United States other than those of dignified,
courteous and conciliatory fricndliness. Commercial relations
not hostile to England we cannot gct, and any other would


