IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE AI)J‘OI.\'L\’G PROVINCES.,

ctfiport your Church. If you are worth
Wil a year, give to it at least one, it will
mefimake you poorer and assuredly it will
1rJike you hanpier and better plensed with
isjirsell.  If you have £100 give £3, if £200
cle £10, if £300 give £50 with a grateful
rt. While, if you count your yearly
ith by =& thousand or thousands—then
ile you care for the body, and for your
ily and friends, enquire earnestly and
yerfully kow £100 or £200 may each
ar be luid out for the cause of your heaven-
Master, and you will reap a rich reward.
en in this world how many will call you
essed, and honour your children for their
ther’'s sake. Give is a little word, but
ere is nohility inits very echo. There is in
» world of heart and holiness and good-
ess. It is born of heaven, let it have
hetefore the chief place upon earth—let it
e enthroned in the heart of maun. Yook
round and see wkat the world thinks of
hose who allow that little word ne place in
heir vecabulary, and ask vourself, Am I
e of them—if you are, then cover your face,
nd repent in dust and ashes, and pray that
he divine attribute of Giving cheerfully may
e hestowed upon you.
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SABBATH SCHOOLS.

The remark that the Sabhath Schoo! is
<he nursery of the Church has been se often

-t

275

common place. Some ministers imagine that
it i3 not necessary to make any very elaborate
prepavation, for a plain country congregation.
He rises and with complacent air says pretty
much what comes uppermost, which is gen-
erally very little, beaten out into many words.
If the clergyman whois in the habit of doing
50, would only take the trouble of looking
carefully at the sea of vacant and totally un-
interested countenances before him, he must
readily cornvince himself that there is some-
thing radically wrong either with his people
or himself, that he is making no manuer of
impression, and that he might as well be
preaching to the empty pews. If he is a
man of sense as well as education, just let
him revolve the matter in his own mind on
his way to the manse, and resolve to try the
experiment of preaching as he would do to a

i refined city congregation, by collecting and

arranging well matured thoughts, and gather-
ing as much information as possible from all
probable sources about his subject. Let him
clothe that subject in clear and simple lan-
guage, which the rudest may understand and
the most refined may appreciate. Let him

« resolve to do this for three months, and long
| before that time he will scarcely see an unin-
+ terested countenance in the Church, and many
- o formerly vacant seat will be regularly oc-
i cupied. Let him persevere for a a year, and
, he will discover that he has been nat only in-
tstructing and improving, but refining and
i elevating the taste, and feelings of his people.

This however by the way. Let us now turn

vepeated that it may be almost considered a four attention to the Sabhath School, Here
truism. ¥Yet there is no truth which ought , the youthful mind is not only to be instruct-
2o he moare carefully rememuered or more,ed but.trained in the great principles of Gos.
«diligently acted on.  The minister may preach , pel truth.  The rising generadon are to bo
the most eloquent sermons ever delivered  made acquainted with the Bible, and theiv
from apulpit, and eager crowds may press  character to b formed and moulded in coun-
to listen to the gifted erator; but if ha does | formity with its teachings. Mow may this be
o more than preach he will do little either | most successfully affected? Let us descend
for his Church or Christiznity. ‘e question'l at once to the practical.  The Subhath School
much if the admiration of fine sermons is, ought to include all the young belonging to
any very marked indicatien of sincere picty. ; the congregation, without distinction. ™ By
Itmay bea proof of taste, which is a very | proper arvangements and judicious manage-
ifferent matter. and it is very right that we | ment, this.nay with very rare exceptions be
should indulge that taste, provided we can ; successfully affected. It will be found a great-
do so without sacrificing higher and wore | er difficulty to keep them all thun to get
vressing duties. Far beit from us, however, : them ; and to accomplish this last point no
10 seek to lend the slightest countenance to ! pains should be grudged, no effort spared.
slovenly preparation for the pulpit. '1‘hat.xIL~: suceess will depend upon several cireum-
minister is guilty of a sad dereliction of duty, | stances, but tie wmost important is to blend
‘who ascends the puipit without having pre- ! interest with instruction. To make a lesson
viously bestowed on his subject all the care ' luteresting is nnt so casy atask as many peo-
in his power. A discourse loose in style, , ple suppose. To ensure this end there must
-confused in avrangement, poor in thought, is . be method, perseverance, punctuality, pre-
simply serving God with nought, making « j paration. loce of the work, and sense of re-
mockery of a solemn duty, aud offeriug a{ spousibility. There must be firmuess but
pointed insult to a congregation. The tem- | kinduess of manner in the teacher. And
ple of the Most High is worthy of the holiest, | how is he to teach! Hear a chapter read,
<eepest and best thoughts of him who minis- | psalm or paraplirasa,repeated, a question or
ters therein, and nothing is so calculated to { two from the Skorter Cutechisut committed
shock and_digust a well informed mind and | to memory, proofs turned up and decurines
weaken religious influence over it, than mere | collated?  This is the common way, but not
vant and babble, extemporenegus and noisy ! exaculy fhe way; No doubt it is well—but



