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en the BcclesiasticaI History cf' Scot-
land ;" and t his lie shows no les in Ha
article in the 1 Conteinporary Reviow '
of last month on Il Dise8tablishment.'
The article is one dcserving the careful
study of ail members of the Church. It
goea so, elaborately into the subject that
it requiregs orne study to appreciate al
its bearings. Eipecially it exposes, in
the mont crushing miarner, the fallacies
with whichi a certain class of newepapers
have been fille(L ever since the pasiing
of tbe Patronagb AlI'9lition Act, as to
the Church having been muade sect.arian
by this Act. The law of Patronage,
whatever may have been its good or evil,
in itsef was neyer an integral part of
the constitution of the Church. On the
contrary-(l) It represç.nted, more or
less, from, t'e beginuing, "an element
allen te its constic-ion, and wholly un-
connectcd with the riglats of the laity in
its government and diiecipline ;" (2) Its
restoration in the ime of Queen Aune
wr-s conceived in a spirit of hostility te
the Revolution Seulement, and to, the
pepular liberties cf wbich that Settle-
muent wvas a guarautee; (3) lu the fox'm
in which it survived in the Act of 1843,
eommonly -called Lord Aberdeen's Act,
it had become"I unwerkable, and, in s0
far as it did operate nt ail, was accem-
panied with provisions which rendered
it powerless fÔie gond andl fruitful of evils
w1tcii were wholly nêP.W2"

The abolition of the Act cf Queen
Anne, therefore, net only leaves the con-
stitution of the Church uninipaired, but
iit gii'eq play te ail its natural vigoui. and
the principlea cf self-government which
it originally embodied. Il1t threw back
the whole «yatema and government of the
Established Cburch upon its old founda-
tien." . . - "lThere la nothing lu
the law of the, Betablished Citurcli te
throw sny doubt whatever on the source
cf what le called ï-piritual juriadiction.
There le nothing te impede any mant in
the Church, or wbo may join i4, front
h"wwbe ghest doctmne a@ to that

source. The Eitablished Church ie now
as frep- as auy Church in the world, per-
haps a great deal more free thmn many
whicli are purely voluntary, in ny kind
of action and cf muovement 'which is re-
quisite for the discbarie of' thoue func-
tiens for which aIl Churches exist.

As te the nonsense whicb bas been
talked of a rate-paying franchipe, the
Duke's argument ie at once trenchant
and conclusive. The Church à. a reli-
ginus association. It reste on a definite
Christian basis in the confesàion : I
believe in one universal andi Apostolie
Church." This does flot inivolve any
narrow or contracted terras of member-
ship; but it plainly iznplies that the
Church sbould not have impoed upon
it "lterme of membership which are pure-
]y secular." The tdcs which bind the
members of a church together are flot
to be confounded with ,those Ilwbich
gather men together lu a cla85-room, or
even in the polling-bootb." Nothing
could be more preposterous than the !de&
of eiecting ministers of the Gospel "las
men elect a chief constable or un inspec-
ter of nuisances."

" This is tho real mcaning of the phraao Ahgt
the Art of 1874 ha& rcduc:d the Church Io the
condition of a secm. There i6 one meti4çd of
tatiting the phrase whieh 1 coutil reconýiqand to
my conntrymen. Let the qucstioý e ppm:,
What i the diotinction batween a IChurch "ud
a sectI ol hn£na ht !riz

;-hYwhoie mminister is to bo chcen'by àaiew
Iairdt or peurs; and that a sect mjeans a church
which Ir, se il liberat as to depend tipenltke wat
body ofithe congregation, v>hit h mexs the',wiole
Presiyterian pepple trco, lunthaekjed Ziy'ang M4,
Ma'y choe tb come to ihsm."

As t. the animus of the movement
directed against the Church of' Scotland
on account of the Act abolishing Patron-
age, the Duke le very explicit :

"If Established Churches &Te in themselves
n injustice te those whe have iiepartted frein
them, the- every action of Parlismetit which
tends to render those Churches more effcient
and more popimiar, i action in a wrong direc-
tien. There may be a littlo diffcuhy* @orne-
times ini the minda of very scrupalous and very
consuientions men in followring îp thi argument
te u' tâ ofle$R~c~e5<j à&oeSf
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