
THIE MONTIILY RECORD 0Fr

glad to find them well, -and happy in their work. They seen to be pleased
'with the natives, ad the natives appear to be pleased with them; anda thls
niutual, good feelingcr promnises well for their future usefulness. The nunbcr
who attend worship is very small, but Mr. Neilson and the three Aneiteum
teachers 'who assist itu are well received by the natives whien they visit thein
on the Sabbath day. ,There is a grw.Inl rspect for the ordinances of religioî,
and natives often enquire about teSabrbath day, that they may abstain tr'ou
work on it. Thjis is stili the day of small things on Tana; but in due tiue wa
shall reap if we faint not.

he island of Tana is about 80 miles ini circuniference, and is one of the
most fertile in the group. It containý miountains and table lands in suitable
proportions, and the whole is covered with the rielhest vegetation. The înost
striking naturàI olject on the island is its volcano, %% hiel is very active. Mie
harbour of Port Resolution is smiall, but safe, and wiil make the island valuable
for commercial purposes. The natives are muchli ke the Aneiteumese and the
Erromangans, and belong to tie M1elanesian branch of the hunian race. Mie

poultion probably docs not exceed 8000 souls. There is an opening f~w arîo-
therm msonary at present; but four at least are required for this 1-1-ii:1.

The history of the Tania mission lias been a eheckered mie. his lias
arisen front accidentai circunistanees, rather than deternil Lustility agaixist
the gospel. The prospects at present are favourable, aupd we cherish a hiope
that the good work no* begun will go on until the reign. ci the Prince of 1>eace
shall become universal on this lovely isle.

ANIWA.
This. tiny island is eighlt miles distant fr ;r. thc nearest point of Tana, and

fourteen miles from. Port Résolution. Wv. left the latter pL'ice on the nîorning
of October 7th, and a sal of two l;abroucht us to our destination. The
island of Aniwva is of coralline ffinnation, anâ the absence of inountains nda
hills gisves it a monotonous appc~arance. [t is less fertile than. the surrounidingr
isfands in consequence ni" fircquent drought n h aie live Iargcly on
cocoa-nuts. The po-:lht.on is small, bcing only about 230 souls, and arc the
sanie race as the Fiatmcsc, and speak the saine language.

There is no Lairbour at Aniwa, so the ship lay off and on while 1 landed in
the hoat. M.ýi-. and Mrs. Paton have enjoyed good lîealth during their residence
on this islaxîd. The missionary work is in a hopeful, state, and the natilves, with
few exceptions, attend publie worship, on the Sabbath day. Mr. Paton bas
prepared and printed a schîool book whieh soxue persons are learning to read.

The mission on this island bas a history of sonie intcest also. It was opened
for the gospel by Aneiteuni teachers, one of ivhom met a violent death. le
wns killed to r-eveng' e the death of a party of Aniwans wlîo were killed on tîxis
island more tîxau ihaif a century ago. Our teachers eontinued to labour aftcr
this disaster, and the overtlîrowv of heathenisin was the happy result. len
the inissionnry settled on the island tivo vears ago, hie found a humble place of
worship built on the ground, whieh from tume ininiemorial had beca sacred to
the hecathen. deities, asnd a pile of stone gods also ivhich tîxe people hiad cast to
the moles and bats. Mr. Paton is assisted at present by one Aneiteuni native,
but complains of want of beli, and lias made an urgent request for more
teaeliers.

]ERIROMANGA.
The sbip reaclxed this island on the nig«,ht of October 7th, and we anchorcd

in Thhion's bay. 1 Ianded and found Mr. and Mrs MeNair weIl and in good
spirits. The number who favour christianity is on tie inecase, and the recent
death of a hostile ehief has weakened the enemies of the cause. Air. MeNair's
prcsénce attraets the woîneu, and the mission premises wear a very domestie
appearauce. The arrivai of the IlDay.çprinQg" sceuied to attract, a number of


