
(j.' THE 'MONTEIUX RECORDI OP TIIE CIULRCI OF SCOTLA'<D

ftenqe, ami indlgo-,d with a complaceney in jîray er! (l>alcy, Price, &c.) Tt may ho pre-
the thioughctlîtl.- knovs thomii. ut oldsutned ve are ulider tle full and irresistihle
it not hoe absurd to indulge tliem, if it ho ab- conviction that mon oughit to implore thoe
surd to express theni? And worse titan ah. mercies of"I the God of hcèa';ei ;" that this ii
surd, for %vhiat are they less (according to the anl hionage ahsoltitcly <lue to Ilim ; and that
übjection) than impu)qlses to contrai the divine for ourselves it is indispensabli., anid infinitely
determinations andi conduct P For thesc' de- heneficiai. If we' cauld go dec el'aoLlgh in
sires wiîl absalutely ascend toward Mlin. th ouglbt, it %would strille lis as an amazing and
But we ail know that thiese <lesires aire inexpressill <elightfiil circuinistance, in the
gond, that. thev' are vital and essenltial to re- cconiomy of the Alillighty Being, that there kg
ligion, inisanînteli that tho clegree in which a permission and appointed dkaty, tu Ruchl
thev prevail in the soul, is the degree in creatures as we are, to speak directiy to huaii,
%vichl religion prevails there. But if these at any Lime, on nv .sîîbject. 'Men speak to
feelings hoe the essential spirit of religinn, is on e another; seul*o of them nîay not ,-peak
it Consistent that thev he carried into a direct to some others of thein ; but the least, the
uci of religion, narnely prayer. huhet h easmay speak to IIim,

Again, iL is the grand object to augment that made and commands ail thiaga!
thet;e desires. Weil then, li-re too, is cvi- Now then for the manner ia whiclî men
dence in favour of prayer. For iL nst OP- avail themselves of this most sublime circum-
orate to make theni more stronr, more vivid, stance in their condition. Let us for one
more solemn, more prolonged, and more <le- moment suppose that w-e rould bie quite un-
fanite as to their ohjects. Forming sthem imnformod'or the actual stato of our race, in
lîlto expressions to God will concentrate the this particular respect; kro iii oly jusL
soul on tiîem, and upon these cbject?- Se- the general fact8 that they ar'. rational, ac-
iiciting to them, hy anl express act, the iai- countable, imniortai, %vhu), dependent on
mediate attention of the Almighity Intelli- the Almightv, and every m oment exporienc-
gence, must combine tlîem with the feeling ingp bis beneficonce; and knowing also that
regarding lm; it must partly bave the same they have the grand privilege we have des-
e 4ect as if we were expoctiug to bo soon cribed. What might we expect ia confor-
placed la bis presence by death. mity to this their condition ?-now, what?

Again, as to the objection that we cannot «Evidentiy, an univerlsel prevalonce of a de-
alter tbe divine doterniinations, and, votional spirit; a grateful, babitual recourse
that if the tbings desired are proper to be to thoir mnost giorious privilege P Now thea
given to us, bie w-i give theru, and if nlot so, lot us, by ail means, deny the doctrine, and
ho will îlot ; -iL naay w-cil hoe supposed, that the fa<'t, of tbe radical depravity of human
it is according to the divine determinaton that nature, when w-e corne to contemplate tbe
good tbings shahl fot ho given to tbose that actual state and practico of mank'ind in re-
,Yill flot petition for them ; that there shal hoe spect to the matter in question -I lOpeat.
this expression of dependence, and acknow- lot us boldly and firmly denty it, if WO ca», ia
ledge-nient of the divine supremacy; tbat bey front of the facts of tbe case ; (the facts being
)tbose that will not petition) are, hy this as f illôwé,:)Ihmg
proof, in no propor stato of mind to receive H-undrpcls of Millions are paying omg
the good gifts; that he bas made it an indis- to insensible suhstances, phaatasnîs, or devila.
densable circuaistance, a condition, that they Many millions are iiterally making to them-
shiaîl pray for theni, in order to obtain tliem. selves an amusement and a sport of rsbowg
On general -rounds of reason this MaY well and vain ceremonies of a religion pretendcd
hoe stapposed to bo the c ise; but, the moment to be in bornage to the truc God. But coma
,"e turn. to revelatiun we id that it actually to what, is accounteci the m9ost privileg,,ed, in-
i-3 s0. IlI Nvill yet for this ho enquired. of by structed. and Chrisîlanized portion of man-
the blouse of Isritel to do it for thieai." AnI kind (our own nation). There are millions
doubtless expericace and fact %vould hring n of theai that practise no worship, no prayer,
full testiony to the sanie effeot. Suppiose at ail. in anv manner: they are entIV
.two n'en to îmss thàrougyýi 111e, both 4cn4-"without Gdil in the world." Assembhle
led-iig that. al good miust coule froni Gofl. theni ia imagination, and look iipon themi
But the one aots an the sort of philosophie 'ro say to but one of thlese, in thie full and
principie that disowns prayér; the otlier hahi- entire sense, 'c'['hou restrainest pray-er !" is
tuailv and fervernly3 hltitians the Almig-htv, pronouncing upon hlmn anl awriil charge, is
in. tle Paie of Jts-is Chris'. We niav refer*it predicting an awful daam. But thon con-
10 avian to ju 19ge(If the colliparative sider, that, 10 pronouince dciiberately h'it thiq
accaun1,t of what these twvo respectivcly will one short sentence apon each one iii our land
]lave c'htati, e titise they corne ta to wlmom it is ap): lcahle, %vnuid take man-y
tlie endl of life. *We inight also*refer it to vears ! But then ireficot, wh1at à is thiat vou
amy llau, whichi ni the situations hie wvould %voîîd bo priononneing la each singie instance.
prefer to ho la, la iookin- forward to that Tlîiak waat iL includes iviiea said of a hoing

îCrii>d.standing la quchi relations as lie dops to God;
B3ut %vo aced nat have eniarged on suchl a and witb cleath,jucg:nenit, ana eterniv before

maLter as the assertion of te propriety of Ihlm. You are pronnanciag thit,-hiý habit-


